
From the Evangelist Desk October 2013 edition. 

A short letter packed with so much punch! 

At the time of writing I am about to give an address at Village Praise on the letter of 
Paul to Titus. Of course when you read this I would have already given the address. 

When reading the letter, I original thought how I am going to five an address for 
about fifteen minutes on such a short letter.  I tried to spice it up by attempting to find 
out more about Titus, but all that appears to be written about him is with regards to 
his being companion to Paul and his being left in Crete to build the church there etc. 

Once I opened my Bible and read Pauls letter, I received the Wow factor, which I can 
assure you gives more punch than the ‘X’ factor. (Doesn’t have the celebrity judges 
to start with). 

Now let’s delve into the letter and meditate on what it may be saying to us today. 

Titus 1:6-9 

 An elder must be blameless, faithful to his wife, a man whose children believe and 
are not open to the charge of being wild and disobedient. Since an overseer 
manages God’s household, he must be blameless—not overbearing, not quick-
tempered, not given to drunkenness, not violent, not pursuing dishonest gain. 
Rather, he must be hospitable, one who loves what is good, who is self-controlled, 
upright, holy and disciplined.  He must hold firmly to the trustworthy message as it 
has been taught, so that he can encourage others by sound doctrine and refute 
those who oppose it. 

Who is an elder? I would say leaders of the church, ministers and alike. Now read 
the above again and think of someone you know and see if they fit into the criteria 
stated above. 

I know of many priests whose children have actually turned from God and our Lord 
Jesus because of their parents calling. Some turned to drugs and others have had 
their run in’s with the police. They certainly don’t fit with the, ‘whose children believe 
and are not open to the charge of being wild and disobedient’. 

Now days we are only allowed one wife, but to some it is one wife at a time and they 
are now on their second or third wife.  

‘Not given to drunkenness’. We have some elders who are rather partial to a little 
tipple, and sometimes get a little merry. 

Do we know of any ‘Elder’ who could take on the mantle of the verse and act it out 
completely? I know that I fall far short of the expectations. 



We must remember that Titus was working within a Gentile nation at Crete and the 
church was made up of the likes of you and me. We all need to take stock and 
measure up to our calling. 

Titus 3:1-2 

Remind the people to be subject to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready 
to do whatever is good, 2 to slander no one, to be peaceable and considerate, and 
always to be gentle toward everyone 

What ever happened to the principle of be obedient to those in authority. Children 
often show no obedience to their parents of teachers. Young no longer seem to 
respect their ‘Elders’ may be that is because us elders don’t measure up to the 
previous verse.  Where has the peace and consideration gone? Many are scared to 
attempt to leave their own home because of what might be waiting for them outside. 

Titus 3:3 

At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all kinds of 
passions and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated and hating one 
another. 

The above mentions ‘At one time’, I would suggest that the one time is also this time, 
the here and now. Not just all those years ago when Paul wrote to Titus. Many of us 
are still finding we are, ‘enslaved by all kinds of passions and pleasures’. I know that 
I am.  

We need to take time out and evaluate ourselves to make sure we are truly one with 
the Trinity. Always remember, our Lord is a forgiving Lord and will allow us to go 
forward with a new blank page.  Read Titus and see what you can learn for the 
passages. As I said previously, I was hit by how much could be said in so few words. 
In fact if you have read this article you would have almost read the first two chapters 
of Titus and the third isn’t that long. 

Yours in Christ. 

Rick Hayes 


