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Flower Guild or Christian Soldier? 

Have any of you read a book called, ‘Why men don’t go to church?’ 

It’s an interesting read, and in summary I would suggest that many men don’t go to 
church because there is nothing for them to do. The book suggests give them a wall 
to build, or manual tasks and they will be as happy as Larry. 

When I was contemplating what to write for this month’s magazine, I thought back to 
when I was a child, attending a Church of England school in Folkestone, which is still 
there today. Each day we had assembly and once a week the assembly was in the 
Church, which was located just across the road from us.  One of my favourite Hymns 
is ‘Onward Christian Soldier.’ Plus other rousing Hymns, but we don’t seem to sing 
those sorts of Hymns anymore. Why is that? I have been told that it is not politically 
correct. We can’t be seen to be a church that is willing to go to war because of our 
belief. What do you think, is this correct, are be now a bunch of ‘do gooder’s’ working 
quietly in the background so that we won’t offend anyone? 

Even when I attend other churches, the Hymns or Worship songs are ‘Lovey Dovey’ 
ones. Sweet Jesus, loving Jesus.  Yes He is all those things, but when I read the 
Bible and rest on the Gospel’s, I see Jesus as a person who will not suffer fools 
lightly, and also makes us choose, wasn’t Him who said, ‘We can’t serve to masters.’ 
He also told a person, ‘To sell all he had and to follows the Lord.’ This person 
couldn’t do this because he has tied up in his materialistic way of life, and didn’t want 
to loose everything to gain eternity. 

What about the Old Testament? As Christians, do we spend enough time studying 
the Old Testament readings and exploring where they tie in with people announcing 
the coming of Christ?  

God may seem as a very different God in the Old Testament: 

Bible passage: Exodus 20:18-26 

 18 The people saw the thunder and lightning. They heard the trumpet. They saw the 
mountain covered with smoke. They trembled with fear and stayed a long way off.  

 19 They said to Moses, "Speak to us yourself. Then we'll listen. But don't let God 
speak to us. If he does, we'll die."  

 20 Moses said to the people, "Don't be afraid. God has come to put you to the test. 
He wants you to have respect for him. That will keep you from sinning."  

 21 Moses approached the thick darkness where God was. But the people remained 
a long way off.  



Worshiping the Lord  

 22 Then the Lord said to Moses, "Here is what you must tell the people of Israel. Say 
to them, 'You have seen for yourselves what I said to you from heaven. 23 Do not put 
any other gods in place of me. Do not make silver or gold statues of them for 
yourselves.  

 24 " 'Make an altar out of dirt for me. Sacrifice your burnt offerings and friendship 
offerings on it. Sacrifice your sheep, goats and cattle on it. I will come to you and 
bless you everywhere I cause my name to be honoured.  

 25 " 'If you make an altar out of stones in honour of me, do not build it with blocks of 
stone. You will make it "unclean" if you use a tool on it.  

 26 " 'Do not walk up steps to my altar. If you do, someone might see your naked 
body under your robes.'  

Reading this Old Testament passage we can see that not only are the people 
petrified of seeing God, they are also scared of him speaking to them directly. 
Hearing God through a mediator seems to be their safer option (v 19). Although 
Moses may have felt nervous in God’s presence (3:6), he doesn’t seem to share the 
terror of his people. 

‘God-fearing’ is a term you don’t hear Christians using very much today. we are more 
of the Flower Guild, trying to ensure the rota of flower arranging is kept up to date, 
because Jesus loved flowers right! Again nothing wrong with the Flower Guilds, but 
church is not all flowers and nice things, what about something for the men? 

BY the way, I am very much in touch with my feminine side, and I like the flowers in 
the church, but I would also like to be an ‘Onward Christian Soldier’, sometimes. 

Yours in Christ. 

Rick Hayes 

 

 


