
From the Evangelist desk June 2013 Edition of the Magazine. 

To those who listened to me at Village Praise on 5th May, I apologise because I 
spoke about this on the night, but to others I hope that you enjoy reading this article. 

1 Corinthians 1:18-31 Christ Crucified Is God’s Power and Wisdom  

18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us 
who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written: 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; 
    the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate. 

20 Where is the wise person? Where is the teacher of the law? Where is the 
philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For 
since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God was 
pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe. 
22 Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified: 
a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those whom God has 
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 
25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness of God 
is stronger than human strength. 

26 Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of 
you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of 
noble birth. 27 But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God 
chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 28 God chose the lowly 
things of this world and the despised things—and the things that are not—to nullify 
the things that are, 29 so that no one may boast before him. 30 It is because of him 
that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God—that is, our 
righteousness, holiness and redemption. 31 Therefore, as it is written: “Let the one 
who boasts boast in the Lord.” 

I was tasked with speaking at Village Praise about Paul’s Letter to the Corinthians, 
and I spent some time speaking on the above passage from Paul’s letter. 

We can take from the letter that whatever we feel is weak, the Lord will use in 
strength. He will use normal down to earth people such as you and I to spread His 
Word to the world. So why do we nearly always make the request of our church 
leaders, be they priest or another form of minster to ‘Worship’ us. The leader is 
expected to do everything within the church, to sit on this and that committee, to 
attend this or that event.  

I think back a few years when I attended an event which had Noel Richards sharing 
his ministry in London. He was worried because his congregation was dropping and 
they were down to only 400 attending on the average Sunday. He explained that his 
children told him he was ‘old hat’ and they wished to start a youth service without 
him. He agreed and they at the time had 600 attending on a regular basis. 



Noel then shared when he was starting a service on Sunday and all he felt was the 
congregation pressing to be ‘worshipped’ by him, they wanted to take from the 
service and not give anything to God. 

He explained to them all that they had it all wrong if they turned up to church to be 
worshipped by the leader, only looking for what they could take away, the feel good 
factor. He said that they should be able to go to any church and worship God, 
because it is a time for people to offer their praise to the Lord at the weeks end. Like 
written in Paul’s letter they are not going to church because of Noel, because Noel, 
Julian, Bishop Domenic do not matter, they are the chosen vessels to lead the 
worship, not the object to be worshipped. 

We all seem to fall into the trap of saying we worship here, because the vicar is nice, 
or the style of worship is good, but in the end we should be here to ‘Worship Him’,our 
Lord and Creator. 

Yours in Christ 

Rick Hayes 

 


