
From the Evangelist Desk, or is it? May 2013 edition. 

If you are reading this!!! 

Many years ago, when I was training to be an evangelist, the group of trainees 
including myself was asked, as part of the course to plan out our funerals. What  
music we wanted played, what people should wear on the day, type of get together 
after etc. 

I then spent some time recently contemplating life and after watching a drama on the 
television, where someone who was in training to join the army had to write a letter 
home which was to be opened after their death. I thought what a wonderful idea; 
maybe we should all take time to write something to our loved ones and those known 
to us. 

“Dear….. 

If you are reading this letter, it means that I am no longer with you. But do not fret, I 
trust that I am now on a journey to a better place, because the angel of the Lord 
showed, Revelation 22: 1-5 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, 
as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 down the 
middle of the great street of the city. On each side of the river stood the tree of life, 
bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree 
are for the healing of the nations. 3 No longer will there be any curse. The throne of 
God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve him. 4 They will 
see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 5 There will be no more night. 
They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give 
them light. And they will reign for ever and ever. 

My time on earth with you has been a real joy and love that I prayed could be shared 
with others, so that the love we enjoyed could touch another and give them hope, 

Each and every day as you know I dedicated my life to the Lord asking that He guide 
me and that He use me to bring glory to His kingdom. I prayed for healing of nations 
and people throughout the world. With each passing day my lists and petitions 
increased, and I was reminded, Matthew 24:7 Nation will rise against nation, and 
kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes in various places. 
So you see I knew through Scripture that the troubles the world faced were foreseen 
all those years ago, but this did not mean that I did not need to pray that the Lord will 
forgive us as a world nation of people. Praying that we would all truly learn to love 
one another. 

I am leaving you for only a short time, one day we will be joined again, in the New 
Jerusalem, where we will no longer need the light from the sun and moon, with the 
healing leaves to relieve all people and nations, so that we are truly as one, in one 
body with one Father, who is God. 



Until then my dear family and friends, I ask that you continue in my stead to pray 
each and every day for the forgiveness of sins both for yourselves and for those 
around you, for those who have hurt you, and for those who have been hurt. 

Pray daily for peace throughout this troubled world, asking that the Lord opens eyes 
to follow His commands, Luke 10:27 “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind’ and, ‘Love 
your neighbour as yourself.’” 

My race has been run, and like a good relay runner I now hand the batten to you, my 
family and friends. Run the race that the Lord gives you each and every day and run 
it with all your strength, because He will always renew you through the nourishment 
of the Holy Spirit. 

Remember our parting is brief and we’ll meet again at a bat of an eye, living in 
peace, in the New Jerusalem, with the Lord in eternal shelter and peace. 

Keep well and until then ‘fight the good fight’.  

Yours for eternity. 

Me’ 

Don’t ask me why I wrote what I wrote this month, I feel that I was led to write this 
article. It was meant for joy, not sadness. 

May God Bless you all and keep you in Christ. 

Rick Hayes 

 


