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Although I am writing this at the end of October, because I like to ensure that I keep 
ahead of things, I have set my mind on the wonderful arrival of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  With this in mind may I wish you all a very Joyous Christmas and a 
meaningful New Year. Christ is with us. Amen. 

(Article inspired by Rick Warren, ‘Daily Hope’). 

The Christmas Gift of Forgiveness. 

During the course of our lives we all get hurt by people that we trusted, loved and 
respected. Each and every one of us can share a storey of hurt. But have we learned 
the art of forgiveness?  

If you haven’t learned the art of forgiveness, then ask the Lord to give you this 
wonderful gift this Christmas. 

The Paul tells us: 

“Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, 
for it is written: ‘It is mine to avenge; I will repay,’ says the Lord.” 
(Romans 12:19 NIV) 

When you feel hurt by someone, whether physically, mentally or by a word, who is 
more equipped to repay that person for their actions, you or God? Let God be the 
God of justice, God sees all, hears all and feels our pain. It is not our place to burn 
with the desire to hurt someone back. When given the choice, choose to leave it to 
God and get on with your life. Because if we don’t our desire to get someone back 
may well drive a wedge between the Lord and opens an avenue to the ‘dark one’ to 
invade our souls and minds.  Have you ever had those feelings, where you want to 
get even, and ideas come to you, ideas you never thought you possessed. Well 
guess what, you didn’t possess them, the Devil gave them to you. Revenge then 
tears at us apart and we drift from the Lord. 

Let’s explore what forgiveness is not. Forgiveness does not mean the instant 
restoration of trust. Forgiveness is instant. Trust must be rebuilt over time. 
Forgiveness is based on grace. Trust is built on works. You earn trust. You don’t 
earn forgiveness. 

Sometimes we don’t want to forgive, because we think if we forgive people, then 
we’ve got to trust them again. No. That’s a whole different issue! Let me say it again: 
Forgiving a person does not mean we have to trust them. It means they have to earn 
the trust. 

If people are in a relationship and their partners are dealing with drugs or alcohol or 
abuse or whatever, they may ask, “Will you forgive me?” Yes, you will forgive them. 
“Can we go back to the way it was?” No. That’s not at all what we do. 



Forgiveness and a restoration of a relationship are two different things. Forgiveness 
is only on our part, whether they respond or not, whether they ask for it or not, 
whether they even recognise they need it or not. We forgive for our sake. 
Restoration of a relationship takes far more than forgiveness. It takes repentance. It 
takes restitution and a rebuilding of trust. And it often takes a much longer time. 

Forgiveness releases us to continue in our relationship with the Lord, and also show 
our undying trust in Him to deliver and judge. As said before leave it to Him to act 
against the person who hurt you.  

Many people think they can’t forgive because that would mean going back to the 
same old way. Not at all, but we do have to leave it to God. 

So remember this Christmas to pray to the Lord and ask that He blesses us with the 
gift of forgiveness, because forgiving others means that we are also forgiven by the 
One that truly forgives, that being the Lord. If we can’t forgive someone else for 
hurting us, how can we expect the Lord to forgive us our sins? 

People I know who are Christian’s often say to me, ‘I can’t forgive this and I can’t 
forgive that’. But we must all learn to forgive, because if we don’t we may be saying 
to God, we don’t trust you to handle the situation, or we don’t feel that Your ways are 
better than ours.   

How do you release our hurt? We leave it to God. 

Lord, this Christmas, with the wonderful gift of Your one and only Son, please give 

me the gift to forgive others and draw closers to You each and every day. I pray this 

in Jesus name. Amen. 

The Gift of the Lord is ours. 

Yours in Christ. 

Rick Hayes 


