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Stewardship of Our Togetherness 
 

I address you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Many people ask, as Cain did, “Am I my brother’s (or sister’s) keeper?” The scriptures 
answer back with a resounding yes! Throughout the Bible we are commanded to be 
good stewards of the relationships, or the “togetherness,” God has entrusted to us. As 
Christians, we are called to serve together and care for each other. This is such a fitting 
thought as we celebrate our Link Parish Sunday in style, by swapping pulpits. I must say, 
your Fr David is brave! 
 

The Church as a Body 
 

In 1 Corinthians 12 Paul speaks of the church as the body of Christ. He compares the 
church to a human body. Both have many parts, but in order to remain healthy they 
have to function in unison (v. 12). How important are unity and working together to the 
health of a human body and the church? Here in South Africa, with our beautiful, sunny 
weather, many people spend quite a lot of time keeping fit and playing sport. This keeps 
their bodies healthy. As soon as one gets ill, or we develop a serious health problem we 
realise all the more how each part of the body needs to work in unison with the others 
in order to heal and stay healthy. So it is with the church. 
 

The church like the human body is also made up of many parts, all diverse (v. 13). How 
is that diversity reflected in your congregation? When I look around our congregation on 
a Sunday morning I see people of various cultures, colours and languages. We are 
indeed a very diverse congregation – a rainbow congregation. Now this makes for many 
difficulties because how do we truly worship from our hearts, often using a second or 
third language and among people of considerably different cultures? In South Africa God 
is slowly teaching us that diversity is part of his glory and that instead of concentrating 
on differences, we need to learn to appreciate the uniqueness of his creation in each 
other. That’s where our strengths lie.  
 

While the human body is made up of many different parts, all are important (vv. 14-
19). All are important because all are created by God with life and purpose and we are 
all loved equally by our Creator. We together, form his likeness and image. When one 
culture, language group or colour is missing, we are not seeing the complete image of 
God. 
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Most important of all, in the human body, every individual part is dependent upon the 
other parts of the body (vv. 20-27). The saying goes, “No man is an island.” This is so 
very true of the Body of Believers. In his wisdom God created us to be dependent on one 
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another, to draw goodness, wisdom, courage and life from one another. When one 
person is weak in body or spirit, God surrounds her with many others who are strong 
and who can support, love and pray her back to health in soul and body. I am sure that 
your beloved Shirley and others in your congregation have experienced this first hand. 
 

Caring for One Another 
 

This brings us to the second important point about our stewardship of togetherness: As 
good stewards of our relationships, we are commanded in Scripture to care for each 
other.  
 

In Acts 2:42-45 we read how believers in the early church were good stewards of their 
togetherness:  
42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and 
to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. 

44 All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45 They sold property and 
possessions to give to anyone who had need. 
 
Jesus was an initiator of relationships. Jesus went out deliberately and intentionally to 
make friends with others – all sorts of people, genders and cultures, especially with 
those who were marginalised, poor, disregarded. His purpose in this was to demonstrate 
what we have just been talking about: that God created everyone, loves them equally 
and wants a loving relationship with every member of his family. 
 
Galatians 5:13 tells us that we are free in Christ—not free to fulfill our own desires, but 
free to serve one another in love.  
 

Later in Galatians 6:2 we are told to “bear one another’s burdens.” How good are we 
really at this? How can Christians help shoulder the load for each other more 
effectively? How often does our offer of prayers go hand in hand with some real, 
physical help? 
 

In Ephesians 4:1-3 St Paul exhorts us to show “forbearance to one another in love.” We 
are to be “completely humble and gentle; . . . patient, bearing with one another in love.  
Even I, as a priest, find this passage  hard to live by but so often see members of my 
congregation taking so naturally to this behaviour. It takes constant awareness and a 
determination to follow Christ in this way, doesn’t it? 
 

Oh my! It seems to get more difficult as I proceed! The Scriptures also teach us to 
“submit to one another out of reverence to Christ.” (Ephesians 5:21) How does an 
attitude of submission (or lack of it) affect our relationships in the church? 
 
On top of all of this, Colossians 3 says that we are to forgive each other:   



 

3 
 

12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and 
forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord 
forgave you.  
Why is it so often difficult for Christians to forgive one another? 
 

Lastly, there is a command in Hebrews 10 to spend time with other believers for the 
purpose of encouraging them.  
24 And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, 
25 not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one 
another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.  
Our lives are just so busy. We find so little time to support and encourage even the 
members of our own families. What about the beggar on the street, or even the stranger 
sitting next to you in today’s service. God wants us to spend time with each other in 
order to discover our ‘commonness’ in Him, share his love with each other and truly be 
the Church, His Bride. 
 
My prayer is that, even though we are miles apart and find it hard to imagine each 
other’s circumstances, Jesus will give us a real sense of our oneness in Him. As you 
celebrate the Holy Eucharist this morning, please think of how we all partake in the one 
Holy Body of our Lord Jesus Christ. This above all else joins us and links us into a unity of 
love and purpose: to proclaim God’s love and salvation. 
 


