
Rediscovering 

and  

Revealing 

God’s Kingdom 

through 

Seven Sacred Spaces 

Seven Sacred Spaces is a lens to help us to look at the 

things we are currently doing, where we currently 

proclaiming the love of God. It is also a way to look at 

where we aren’t doing as much or as well as we could 

be. 

 

In each church there are two copies of the workbook 

we used as a PCC to look at what things we could add 

to the Parish activities. Please feel free to borrow one 

and have a read of it, there is also a DVD which goes 

with it (but please return it for others to use). 

 

This booklet it a list of the things we have decided to 

do or at least to explore further over the next year. 

Please ask anyone who is on the PCC if you are 

unsure of anything here. 

 

I hope and pray that you will join us on this journey of 

exploring how to grow God’s Kingdom here in this 

place. This is an ongoing process, we are a pilgrim 

Church always seeking to move forward according to 

God’s will, moving towards perfection in Christ. 

 

 

Yours in Christ, 

 

Fr Michael. S
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Cell  
A place to be alone with God. 

Sometimes a place to share with just a few people 

who can respect sharing a sacred space. 

pray    

...use various prayer 

lists  

There will be a reminder of the different prayer lists 

which are available in the churches including the 

Diocesan cycle of prayer and the Pontypridd Christians 

Together daily intention. 

...remind people of 

the value of 

keeping silence 

before services 

To try to aid this we will have a prayer 5 minutes before 

the start of the service as a fixed point to ensure we 

begin worship prayerfully. 

...have a parish 

quiet day 

Spending dedicated time in quiet and prayer is 

obviously a good thing to do. We will arrange a 

Saturday for early 2015. 

We believe in personal prayer life 

 

So we will... 

What we are already doing... 
 

Bible reading notes; Bible in a year; Mothers’ Union Prayer Book; the Tablet; 

Morning / evening / night prayer; Personal intercessions; Daily Bible readings; 

Weekly prayer intention; 



Chapel 
A place to pray with others. 

Linked by the Holy Spirit who prays in us and 

through us to God the Father in the name of Christ 

the Lord. 

worship    

...watch for those 

who haven’t 

attended recently 

There are many who are regularly attending worship, 

but sometimes they have missed and we need to check 

that everything is OK and ask if they’d like communion 

at home. Whilst this will be for everyone the wardens 

will take the responsibility for this. 

...monitor the 

welcome to 

services 

When you go somewhere for the first time or the first 

time in a long time how you are welcomed is a key 

factor in whether you return. Keeping an eye on making 

sure everyone receives a good welcome will help to 

grow the Church of God. 

We believe in worshipping with others  

 

So we will... 

What we are already doing... 
 

Sunday / weekday masses; Parish retreat; PCT carol service; Memorial service; 

Remembrance day service; Eucharists in sheltered housing complexes; Services in 

Cae Glas Home; Eucharistic Ministers taking the Sacrament to the housebound; 



decide Chapter 
 

A place of meeting and decision-making. 

Carrying our faith with us in all aspects of life. 

...publish meeting 

agenda ahead of 

the meeting 

Over the past year we have been better at publishing the 

agenda of meetings, but we need to be more consistent 

in doing so. 

...consider delaying 

major decisions to 

the next meeting 

This will give time for prayer and, where appropriate, 

input from the wider congregation(s). It will also give 

more time to pray about matters. 

...ask the 

congregation if 

there are areas we 

should be involved 

in 

The Church does not belong to any group of people but 

to everyone. The congregations will be asked if they 

feel there is something else we should be engaging in, 

such as a social injustice, a style of worship 

We believe in mutual accountability and meeting with others  

 

So we will... 

What we are already doing... 
 

PCC meetings; Church committee meetings; PACT meetings; Publishing a summary 

of meetings in the magazine; Annual report;  



Cloister 
That place of encounter. 

Connecting the Church community and the world 

of which it is a part. 

meet 

...grow our school 

connections 

The schools are an important community resource, a 

place of learning and experience. We will invite the 

local schools to pay a visit to church to experience the 

building. 

...issue a special 

edition of the 

parish magazine 

The parish magazine is a useful tool for letting people 

know about the parish, but we will create an edition to 

introduce people to Church and God generally and in 

the local context. This can then be distributed widely. 

...change the price 

of the parish 

magazine 

In church the magazine is readily available and sold at 

50p per copy. We will alter this to make the magazine 

free and ask for a donation to cover the cost of printing. 

(50p is about the right price to cover the costs.) This 

will mean we can put it into libraries and other 

community places and even shops without the need to 

gather charges. 

We believe in meeting and encountering others  

 

So we will... 

What we are already doing... 
 

Fetes / Bazaars; Jumble sales; Whist drive; Pontypridd Big Bite; Fernbank House 

visits; Fashion show; Craft projects for Royal Glamorgan Hospital & Ty Hafan; 

Positively Ponty;  PCSO visits; BBQs; School visits; Student welcome service;  



Garden  
A place of labour and productivity. 

It can help us seek a deeper harmony and purpose 

in our lives. 

work 

...invite local 

schools to visit the 

wild flowers in St 

Mary’s church 

This may be one of the few places where children are 

able to see wild flowers growing amid all the building 

and construction we are surrounded with. 

...conduct a green 

audit in St Mary 

and St John 

Following the example of St Luke’s where there is the 

Eco Congregation award we will use the same tools to 

assess how environmentally friendly the  other churches 

are. 

...have more 

involvement with 

campaigns 

There are many wrongs in this world and we are called 

to do what we can to right them. Some things we can 

send money to help with others require a petition to 

force change and so we will do more to engage with 

these. 

We believe in the values of our faith, applied and shared 

with others in all our labours  
 

So we will... 

What we are already doing... 
 

Crafty Crew; Eco Congregation; Fairtrade; Recycling; Choir; Cleaning; Gardening; 

Art class; 



share Refectory 
 

A place of hospitality and eating together. 

A precious space for both host and guest. 

...advertise the 

services and events 

more 

Each church has an A board which can be used to 

advertise the services and events. These have been used 

to some effect however they could be used more often. 

...become better at 

welcoming visitors  

For many walking through the door of a church is a 

major step, one which takes a huge amount of courage. 

We need to put them at their ease as soon as possible.  

...go on pilgrimage Pilgrimage is an ancient tradition and one which will 

help the Parish to grow closer together. There was a 

very successful one to St David’s in 2014 we will repeat 

this with another pilgrimage in 2015 

We believe in hospitality and eating with others  

 

So we will... 

What we are already doing... 
 

Pontypridd Foodbank; Parish / Church lunches; Social events; Poetry evenings; Lent 

Lunches; Women’s Aid; Mothers’ Union;  



Library 
A place of knowledge and learning; 

accessing and sharing it with others. 

study 

...have a lending 

library in each 

church  

It is good to read books, it is good to read books about 

religion. For many knowing where to get and paying for 

such books is difficult, so we’ll provide the books in 

each church. Books are now available in each church so 

we need to encourage people to make use of them and 

borrow them 

...provide chances 

to look at and study 

the faith 

Studying the things we believe in will only make us 

better at understanding them. We will follow a module 

of the Church of England’s Pilgrim course over 6 

weeks. This will be on The Lord’s Prayer. 

...use the parish 

magazine to include 

articles of teaching 

The magazine is a place where some Christian 

instruction can be given. We will seek suitable items for 

inclusion. 

...use the parish 

magazine for seven 

sacred spaces 

The magazine is also a place where we can share items 

relating to Seven Sacred Spaces either giving 

information or asking for suggestions of a wider group 

of people. 

We believe in studying and learning and sharing knowledge 

with others  

So we will... 

What we are already doing... 
 

Living Faith course; Magazine articles; Bishops’ Lent talks; Diocesan training; 

Sunday School; Wednesday Club; Bible Reading Fellowship notes; 


