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Sunday Services in the  
Parish of Ewenny and 

St Brides Major 
 

St Michael’s Priory Church, Ewenny 
Every Sunday:  9.30a.m. Holy Eucharist 
 

St Bridget’s Church, St Brides Major 
Every Sunday:  11.00a.m. Holy Eucharist 
 

All Saints’ Church, Southerndown 
2nd Sunday in month: 8.30a.m. Holy Eucharist 
1st, 2nd, 3rd & 5th Sundays: 6.00p.m. Evensong 
4th Sunday in month: 6.00p.m. Holy Eucharist 
 
 

Priest in Charge: The Venerable Philip Morris, 
                         Archdeacon of Margam 

The Vicarage, Southerndown Road,  
St Brides Major, CF32 0SD    

 01656 880108  
 archdeacon.margam@churchinwales.org.uk   

Parish Magazine 
Please send any contributions to the editor, Chris Halsall 

cmhalsall@btinternet.com or tel: 01656 880547 
Advertising enquiries to the editor 
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The Centenary of Dylan Thomas’ Birth 
Extracts from a sermon preached by Philip Morris in 
Ewenny Priory Church, 30th September 2014 

I want to link the centenary of Dylan Thomas’ birth 
with another centenary – and that of course is of 
the outbreak of the First World War. Dylan Thomas 

was born in Swansea on 27 October 1914, nearly three months after the 
outbreak of the war. 

He wrote about his childhood during those war years, in what he called 
‘an ugly, lovely town’, and he writes that “this sea town was my world – 
and beyond that, a country called ‘The Front’ from which many of our 
neighbours never came back. At the beginning, the only ‘front’ I knew was 
the little lobby before our front door; I could not understand how so 
many people never returned from there; but later I grew to know more, 
though still without understanding, and carried a wooden rifle in 
Cwmdonkin Park and shot down the invisible, unknown enemy like a flock 
of wild birds.” 

And that is how many young children between 1914 and 1918 thought 
about the First World War. They saw men from their village or town go to 
‘The Front’ – to the trenches in France – and many of these men did not 
return. They saw their fathers and uncles go off – expecting them to be 
back in a couple of weeks, a couple of months – back before Christmas in 
1914, they thought – but so many of these men did not return. Their 
names are on the war memorials up and down the country.  

Dylan Thomas was very obviously not a Christian – or at least so he says. 
He claimed to be an atheist – but as I read his poetry, I see him more as 
Doubting Thomas – a Thomas wanting to know the reality of Christ, to see 
and touch the wounds of his nails, and to know him as alive, as 
resurrected, as new.  

Dylan Thomas of course grew up in a land saturated in Christian 
spirituality and history, and the images of that faith filled his childhood 
and poetry. His uncle was the minister of Paraclete Chapel in the 
Mumbles, and Dylan attended Sunday School there, and won a certificate 
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for Bible studies. He attended Mrs Hole’s school in Mirador Crescent in 
Swansea; it was what was then a Church of England school, with every 
day starting with bible reading, hymns and a prayer, and the vicar of 
Christ Church Swansea was a regular visitor. If they weren’t visiting 
Dylan’s uncle and aunt, on a Sunday, he was taken to Walter Road 
Congregational Church in Swansea. So Dylan wrote: 

“The Bible … its great stories of Noah, Jonah, Lot, Moses, Jacob, David, 
Solomon and a thousand more, I had, of course, known from very early 
youth; the great rhythms had rolled over me from the Welsh pulpits; and I 
read for myself, from Job and Ecclesiastes; and the story of the New 
Testament is part of my life.” 

Dylan Thomas rebelled against his Welsh non-conformist upbringing with 
his drinking and his infidelities. When Jimmy Carter, as American 
President, visited Westminster Abbey and asked why there was no 
memorial for Dylan Thomas, a poet who had inspired him personally, the 
Dean of Westminster stated it was because of Thomas’s immoral life. 
Carter responded, “You put him in here. And I will pray for him.” So the 
plaque was placed in 1982. 

But in much of Dylan’s poetry, images from his upbringing appear. One of 
his most famous poems is Fern Hill, in which he muses: 

The foxes on the hills barked clear and cold, 
And the Sabbath rang slowly 
In the pebbles of the holy streams . . .  
. . . it was all 
Shining, it was Adam and maiden, 
The sky gathered again 
And the sun grew round that very day. 
So it must have been after the birth of the simple light 
In the first, spinning place, the spellbound horses walking warm 
Out of the whinnying green stable 
On to the fields of praise. 

Dylan’s Poem in October - he is writing it on his 30th birthday, 27th October 
1947 – paints a picture of the glory of creation as he walks from the Boat 
House in Laugharne along the shore of the estuary.  
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It was my thirtieth year to heaven  
Woke to my hearing from harbour and neighbour wood    
      And the mussel pooled and the heron  
                  Priested shore  
            The morning beckon  
With water praying and call of seagull and rook  
And the knock of sailing boats on the net webbed wall    
            Myself to set foot  
                  That second  
      In the still sleeping town and set forth.  

Atheist, agnostic, doubting Thomas, whatever Dylan Thomas was – he had 
that strong sense of the glory of creation, and this comes across in poems 
like Fern Hill and Poem in October. And he always saw the beauty in 
creation, even if it wasn’t always apparent. He starts his Reminiscences of 
Childhood with these famous words: 

“I was born in a large Welsh industrial town at the beginning of the Great 
War; an ugly, lovely town (or so it was, and is, to me).” In what Dylan saw 
as Swansea’s ugliness he found loveliness. As a child he loved his local 
park, Cwmdonkin Park, and he loved the Carmarthenshire countryside 
which he writes about in his poem Fern Hill where lived what he called 
‘his peasant aunt.’ And his finest poems were written when he and Caitlin 
lived in the countryside, in New Quay, in Laugharne - place, landscape, the 
beauty of God’s creation. Dylan Thomas sensed Eden, the Garden of Eden, 
in all that lies about us – as he looked at God’s creation, the Welsh 
countryside around Fern Hill, he wrote: 

So it must have been after the birth of the simple light 
In the first, spinning place. 

And even in Llaregubb, Under Milk Wood, with all the dubious characters 
there, Dylan still saw good in everyone: 

We are not wholly bad or good 

Who live our lives under Milk Wood, 

And Thou, I know, wilt be the first 

To see our best side, not our worst. 
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 Ewenny War Memorial Mystery Resolved 
 

The War Memorial in Ewenny was erected in 2005 to mark the 60th 
anniversary of the Second World War. The names of the fallen from the 
First World War were taken from the Great War plaque in Ewenny Priory. 

I was able to find information on all but one. His name was Fred Brooks, a 
Canadian Fusilier. Nothing could be found on the War Grave Commission 
website, although the 1901 Census revealed he was a 14 year old from 
Surrey, an apprentice carpenter on the Priory Estate and lodging at Well 
Cottage, Lower Road, now Abbey Road. I had hit a brick wall. 

However, last year whilst visiting Bridgend Library Reference Department, 
researching my own family, I happened to mention my interest in Fred 
Brooks to the staff who were extremely helpful. They said they would 
speak to a local historian who had a great interest in WWI and that he 
researched there regularly. 

You can imagine my surprise when the next day they phoned to tell me 
that they had found Fred (Frederick). 

He had emigrated to Canada with his sister, Adelaide, and had enlisted 
there on the 15th May 1915 in the 8th Btn. Canadian Fusiliers. He was killed 
in action on the 26th September 1916 aged 30, and is remembered on the 
Vimy Memorial in France. 

I am pleased and now satisfied that at last every person on the memorial 
has been researched and honoured for the ultimate sacrifice they made. 

Jayne Jenkins 

A very earnest member of the local church was praising the 
obvious spiritual gifts of the new vicar, adding, “We never knew 
anything about sin until he came.” 
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Sponsored Walk in aid of purchase of a  
Defibrillator for the Village of Ogmore-by-Sea 

Start: White bridge at Merthyr Mawr 
Finish : Franco’s at Southerndown 

Date: 22nd November 2014 
 

My name is Jan Stephens and I live at 59, Craig-Yr-Eos Road in Ogmore -
by-Sea, CF32 0PH.  
 

I recently attended a refresher first aid course where we discussed how 
important a defibrillator can be in the first few minutes of someone having 
a heart attack. The statistics were pretty scary: 
 Around 30,000 people have a cardiac arrest each year outside the 
confines of a hospital 
 The chance of survival after the heart stops falls by around 10% for 
every minute that passes without defibrillation. It was also very apparent 
that the first 5-8 minutes are crucial.  
 

From experience of a close neighbour, we know that it can take at least 
10-20 minutes for an ambulance to arrive at the Village from Bridgend 
and these few minutes can mean the difference between a life saved and 
a life lost. As the use of this equipment is very simple, I believe it would 
be an asset to our community.  
 

I am therefore looking to raise approx £750 via sponsorship. As an ex 
Barclays Bank employee I can obtain match funding once per year and so 
with the support of the local community and match funding from Barclays, 
this should be achievable. It is likely that the machine will be located at 
the lifeboat station and subject to me raising the required funds, further 
details will follow as to access and training. 
If you are happy to sponsor me, any donation, however small, will be very 
gratefully received.  You can make a donation in one of the following 
ways: 

Life Saving made simple at Ogmore-by-Sea 



9 

 
 
 
 

Providing children with a stimulating environment to experience 
excitement, discovery and sociability through play while following the 

Welsh Government’s Foundation Phase Curriculum. 
 

A Fairtrade playgroup and the first independent playgroup in Wales to 
receive the Platinum Award as an Eco School. 

Limited places now available for children aged from 2.5 years. 
 

Playleader: Mandy Davies 

Tel: 07792 807654 

Visit our website at: www.wickplaygroup.org.uk 

1. Go to my Just Giving page and donate by text or online. 
www.justgiving.com/Jan-Stephens1    

2. Send a cheque to Jan Stephens at the above address and I 
will forward you a receipt 

3. Donate via a sponsorship form at the local Post Office 
However, if you wish to do your own fund raising in order to 
contribute to this appeal, that would also be a tremendous help. 
 

Many thanks for reading this and in anticipation of your support. 
 
Should you wish to find out more on this subject, you can visit the British 
Heart Foundation website on www.bhf.org.uk or alternatively the St 
John’s website at www.sja.org.uk. 
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 News from the Beavers 
 

We have had a most exciting summer at Beavers. The 
weather has been kind to us and we have been able to 
get out and about. Our new home at the scout hall has 
made it far more accessible to go onto the common for 
hikes and to explore. We have a lovely log circle that 

allows us to be inside much less than we were before and the hall is 
looking smarter than in recent years. 

Last term we completed our Outdoor activity badge and the Explore badge 
and this term we have already completed our Fitness challenge which 
everyone really enjoyed. I am pretty sure you will have seen us out and 
about somewhere in the village. Next half term we will be looking to 
complete our Space badge which I think will be most exciting. 

We also want to extend our thanks to Pets at Home who hosted an Animal 
Friend evening in Bridgend where the children got to hold some animals 
including a bearded dragon and a corn snake! 

Thank you to everyone who gave funds during our Community Week 
village clean up in June. We raised lots of money which we will spend 
wisely on new modern equipment. 

We have capacity for a couple of extra Beavers at the moment as the older 
ones move on to Cubs. Beavers is open to both boys and girls from 5 ¾ to 
8. If you are interested then email me on the address below. 

Finally I am looking for an Assistant Leader as my previous assistant moved 
on to run the Cubs. Ideally this would be someone who can run a game at 
the beginning of a session and help a small group of Beavers with the 
activity of the week. There are also opportunities for volunteer helpers 
who are working towards their Duke of Edinburgh award or the Welsh 
Baccalaureate. Do you or someone you know need a volunteer placement 
towards these awards? St Brides Beavers would welcome you into our 
Colony and we promise that you will find your time most rewarding. 

If you wish to help in any way or would like further information on Beavers 
then email me at stbridesbeavers@gmail.com. 

Steve Ridout 



The boy will go far 

A parishioner’s 2 year old grandson was at home with his parents on 
Hallowe’en. On hearing the inevitable ring on the doorbell, the 
young lad stretched to the door handle and opened the door. 

“Trick or Treat?” shouted the group of ghosts and ghoulies gathered 
on the doorstep, clutching their bag of booty collected from other 
wary householders. 

“Treat!” replied the intrepid young man as he helped himself to a 
lollipop from their bag. 

Verses & Vino 
 

A fantastic night was had by all who attended the Ewenny Arts Festival 
event held in The Village Hall on Friday 17th October. Poets Robert 
Minhinnick and Kristian Evans set the tone with selections of their own 
work on Ewenny and the surrounding area. Narrative and sonnet forms 
abounded with messages made all the more poignant by the stunning 
setting, not to mention nerves relaxed and moods mellowed by the vino 
accompanying the verses. Dylan Thomas was not forgotten in all this with 
Father Philip’s aptly chosen reading Poem in October.  Anecdote and 
reminiscence added an extra dimension to a night packed with poetry, 
contemporary and more traditional. There was also the opportunity to 
pay tribute to much-loved and respected Ogmore poet, Dannie Abse who 
passed away recently at the age of 91. The audience “warmed up” as the 
evening progressed and by the open mic session there were several brave 
individuals ready to read either their own material or favourite poems. 
Many of these were of a very high standard and it must be hoped that in 
future editions some may be offered up for publication! 

Allison Felton 

11 
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EWENNY ARTS FESTIVAL 
at Ewenny Priory Church  

 Presents Thursday 18th December 7.30 
Christmas Concert by Candlelight 

with  The Vale of Glamorgan Ensemble 
 

Tickets: £13  

Fund raising for church repairs 
 

Tickets from Ewenny Pottery 01656 653020 

Helen 01656 667047 & Allison 01656 663878 

www.ewennyfestival.co.uk 

www.facebook.com/EwennyArtsFestival1 

When I grow up 

A small boy returned from Sunday School in floods of tears.  When 
questioned by his mother about his distressed state, he sobbed:  
“Jesus wants me for a sunbeam, but I want to be a train driver!” 
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Be Careful What You Wish For… 
A husband asked his wife what her biggest birthday wish would be. She 
surveyed herself in the mirror, then answered, with a laugh, 'I wish I could 
be ten again.' Two days later on her birthday, her husband drove her to a 
theme park and took her on the Wall of Fear, the Death Ride, the Tower of 
Terror, and the Darkest Dungeon. Before she could thank him, he swept her 
off to MacDonald's for an enormous big mac, extra fries and a double 
chocolate milk shake. Not noticing she had turned a strange colour, he then 
produced tickets for the cinema where they moved from screen to screen 
taking in BoxTrolls, Rio and the Lego Movie, before washing the day down 
with popcorn, ice cream and pepsi cola and collapsing into bed.  

Noting she had been a little quiet, and needing some affirmation for his 
thoughtfulness, her husband asked tenderly, 'So, darling, what has it been 
like to be ten again?'  

'I've no idea.' she replied, 'I was referring to my dress size.’ 
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Greetings from our new headteacher 
 

I am proud to be writing to you as Headteacher of St Brides Major CW Primary 
School. I am absolutely delighted to have started in post and consider it a 
privilege to have been appointed. 

I have had many years experience in education as a teacher and as a Deputy 
Headteacher. I have taught in Pendoylan CW Primary School, and have been 
Deputy Headteacher in Wick & Marcross and St Andrews Major CW Primary 
Schools. I have been fortunate enough to have worked in schools that believe 
that education is about developing the whole person: socially, emotionally, 
spiritually as well as academically. These are the beliefs that I bring to St Brides. 

My number one priority is to ensure that St Brides consistently promotes the 
very highest academic standards set in a happy caring Christian environment. 
Children only get one education and I am determined to ensure that students 
who attend St Brides enjoy their time here, make excellent progress and leave 
school equipped with the skills and appetite for lifelong learning. I will strive to 
work with you all to build upon the unique strengths at St Brides, and the 
excellent practices that already exist to move the school forward. 

My expectations of the pupils, in terms of their achievement and behaviour, are 
very high. I expect all members of the school community to uphold the values of 
respect, tolerance, courtesy and cooperation. Your support in reinforcing high 
expectations is very much valued. As you’re the most precious person in your 
child’s life, it’s really important that we work together to support each other in 
making sure your child gets the best education possible. 

I look forward to meeting you at forthcoming events and working with you and 
your children in the years ahead. 

Duncan Mottram 

God bless 

Thora Hird told this story on a BBC1 programme ‘Praise Be’ about a 
little girl saying her prayers: “God bless Mummy, God bless Daddy, 
God bless my brother Tommy, God bless Granny – and God look 
after yourself, ‘cos if anything happens to you, we’ve had it!” 
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FANCY A BREAK BY THE SEA? 
 

In Southerndown 
Self-catering bungalow (sleeps 6, 2 doubles, 1 twin) 

 

Lovely sea views, close to M4 
 

Also Bed and Breakfast available 
 

Telephone: 01656 880532 
Email: norfolk.1@hotmail.com 

Write:  R & H Norfolk, Little West Bungalows 
Southerndown CF32 0PY 

 

www.littlewestbungalows.co.uk 

 
MARTIN & JANET DAVID 

 

WYNDHAM CARPETS 
 

79 Nolton Street 
Bridgend 

 

01656 664047 
 

A WIDE RANGE OF QUALITY CARPETS & VINYLS 
FRIENDLY SERVICE & EXPERT FITTING 

 

METAL GOODS WALES LTD 
 

Unit 1+2 North Road 
Bridgend Industrial Estate 

 
Tel. 01656 647755                         Fax 01656 647744 

 

Stockists and Distributors of 
Steel, Aluminium and Brass 

Sections and Sheets, Beams 
 

Full sawing and cutting facilities for all materials 
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 Treat your children or grandchildren to a riding lesson 

 Own-a-pony day (includes stable management) 

 Or join our Saturday Club 

 Holiday Workshops: full day, half day, one hour session 

 Gift vouchers 
The philosophy of St Brides Riding and Trekking Club is to encourage and 
inspire individuals of any age through positive experiences and participation in 
encouraging and motivating achievable tasks and activities in an outdoor 
environment helping to develop personal and emotional skills, independence, 
self-discovery, confidence, communication skills, and to raise self-esteem. 

Welsh Riding & Trekking Approved Centre 

Julie David-Davies 
Office: 01656 880000 

Mob:  07980278661 

 

Clare Bettridge RSHom 
HOMEOPATH  

 

 

A gentle treatment for the symptoms of: 
Asthma/Hayfever, Eczema/skin conditions 

Recurrent colds/sore throats/chest infections 
Menstrual/Menopausal problems, Behavioural/Emotional problems 

Stress/Depression 
And many other ailments …  

‘Seagull Cottage’ 
44 West Farm Road 

Ogmore-by-Sea 
CF32 0PU 

01656 880264 

Bettridgeclr@AOL.com 
www.cbettridgehomeopathy.webs.com  
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EWENNY COMMUNITY VILLAGE HALL FOR HIRE 
 

The Hall comprises  

a Main Hall, kitchen facilities, 3 small rooms on 1st floor,  

toilets and good car park to rear 
 

Available for single or regular hire 

 at VERY COMPETITIVE RATES 
 

Please ring Clerk on 01656 711783 for vacant dates 

St Brides Major & District Playgroup 

Your local playgroup 
 

Open Monday to Thursday 

Sessions 9am to 12noon, 12noon to 2:55pm or 9am to 2:55pm 
 

Children accepted from 2 years to 4 years 
 

All children are encouraged to experiment and explore through learning 
using planned, structured activities and play. We open their minds and 
transport them to magical places. 

 

  L.E.A. Grants for 3 and 4 year olds 

  Regulated and inspected by the Care and Social Service       
 Inspectorate for Wales (CSSIW) and ESTYN 

  We accept all Childcare Vouchers 

  All qualified staff 
 

For more information please contact 

Amanda Rogers. 01656 880851 
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So much more than  
jam and Jerusalem... 
Southerndown Women’s Institute – the WI 
– has been welcoming women from local 
villages for more than 60 years and we now 
have members from Southerndown, 
Ogmore-by-sea, St Brides Major, Wick, 
Broughton and Ewenny.  Our membership of 40 is small when you 
consider that there are more than 200,000 members in WI’s throughout 
the UK.  In 2015 the WI will be celebrating its centenary – it all started in 
Anglesey in 1915 – so I want to give local women a few good reasons for 
coming along to help us celebrate! 

First of all, let’s forget the idea that we just sit around chatting about 
making jam and discussing the pros and cons of posing for a calendar – 
we’ve not (yet) done either of those!  We’re far too busy as we have a full 
programme of events that members can join in with if they want to.  This 
year we’ve been rowing (à la Steve Redgrave) in Cardiff Bay; we’ve tried 
our hand at ‘Kurling’ – without the need for ice! We’ve played table 
tennis, tried archery and shooting.  We’ve listened to talks on subjects as 
varied as handbags (the amusing speaker took us all over the world with 
tales of losing and then finding her handbags) and sailing on a tall ship 
along the Bristol Channel, when most of the crew felt a bit ill.  We have a 
Walking Group that has tackled the local coast path, as well as local and 
not-so-local country lanes; our Reading Group reviews not only books but 
also magazines and internet articles and our Quilting Group is producing 
cushions, with members learning new skills from those with more 
experience.  And we’re about to recruit a darts team. 

We arrange for members to go on trips – recently we’ve been to Abbey 
cwm Hir near Llandrindod Wells; on a guided walking tour of Bath (a 
similar trip to Bristol is planned in 2015); on a tour of the BBC in Cardiff; 
on a treasure hunt around Swansea marina and we’ve attended a 
weekend course at the WI’s college, Denman, in the Oxfordshire 
countryside. 
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We also have social events when all women in the villages are invited – 
who remembers the Croquet competition when we challenged the 
Mothers’ Union, and they won?  And we’ve held fashion shows when WI 
members have modelled clothes provided by Samantha B from Ewenny at 
which we have raised money for local charities. 

But above all we provide friendship, so why not put the date of our 
January meeting in your diary and come along to find out for yourself?  
We meet on the second Thursday of each month at 7.15pm in the Church 
Hall in St Brides Major – that’s on Southerndown Road, next to the 
vicarage, and there’s plenty of parking.  The date for your diary is 
Thursday 8th January 2015 at 7.15.  There’ll be a warm welcome waiting 
for you. 

If you want to know more you can phone our President, Meryl James, on 
01656 880681 or vice president, Pam Moss, on 01656 880694. 

 
 

Registered charity no. 1149274 
 
 

St.Brides Major C/W Primary School 

 Christmas Fair 
Friday 28th November 2014 

3-5pm in the school 
Free entry – all welcome 

Stalls, crafts, Christmas gifts, teas, mince pies, 
cakes and more...... 
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The Ups and Downs of a Day to Bristol 
 

The alarm had been set for early, so getting up was against the grain but 
coffee and porridge went down well. Lunch had been packed up last 
evening before the sun went down and was taken down out of the fridge 
and loaded up into the rucksack. The flasks were filled up and we set off 
down the drive to walk into town and up the hill to the station. Things 
looked up when we found that the saver fare applied to the next train. 

Using the up train to London we reached Cardiff to change and then our 
spirits went down as we saw a train for Bristol was in 35 minutes (we 
hadn't needed to get up so early after all?), but rose up sharply when, on 
another platform, we saw one leaving in 5 minutes. Soon we were down 
under the River Severn and up the other side and having a glimpse of 
Concord on Filton airfield. At Temple Meads we downed some coffee as 
we gazed up at the Brunel arched 
canopy over the curved platforms 
between which his 7ft gauge lines had 
been. These were later changed down 
to standard 5ft 8.5 ins. Photographs 
were taken of the plaques which were 
up on the wall; one had been taken 
down from further along the line to 
be put up here.  

The steps up to beautiful St. Mary Redcliffe are steep as are those down 
to the loos. Opposite is the placid Quaker burial ground. Nearby, our 
spirits went down again as we found that we could not go down into the 
Redcliffe caves as they are locked up. 

Up and down over the bridge spanning the floating harbour found us 
looking up to The Great Britain which had been recovered from down in 
the Falklands. A steep climb followed up the zig-zag path to find the 
suspension bridge up above us. This was a moment to sit down and soak 
up the view while downing lunch. Walking across the bridge, the drop 
down to the road and river below made our knees like jelly. A small 
museum details the ups and downs of planning and building the bridge. It 
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is 'recycled', as the chains were taken down from a bridge at Hungerford 
to be put up here. A little more up hill and we were trying to coax the 
attendant at the camera obscura to take down the lens cover so that we 
could go up inside to see the image that is focussed down onto the 
dished, circular white table, but he insisted that with the drizzle coming 
down the cover had to stay up or the wet lens would be 'down' for a 
week. 

Down hill now to the R.C. Cathedral, then the Museum and Art Gallery, 
where we climbed up to the second floor for the most interesting 
galleries. Next door, looking up inside the university Wills tower building 
is a unique experience. By putting our map down on a table the route to 
find the Cabot Tower was noted down on it and we were soon upon the 
spiral (helical?) staircase climbing up about 200 steps to the top from 
which there is a most spectacular panoramic view down, encompassing all 
of Bristol - harbour, ship and bridge. Our time was running down so we 
climbed down and went down hill again 
to the C of E Cathedral area and the old 
city centre. Time was so nearly up that 
the map was consulted to give the best 
walk to the station. Temple Church was 
not far off the route so we made time to 
look it up. What a surprise! A ruin now, 
devastated in wartime by bombs raining 
down on it, but majestic with its leaning 
tower.  

Hurry up, I was told, go left now. No, right. Oh dear, you have the map up 
side down. Concorde spotted again, down into the tunnel and up to 
Severn Tunnel Junction and nearly home as we alighted on the down 
platform at Bridgend. 

I had been warned there were lots of ups and downs in hilly Bristol, now I 
know. I have lots of pictures if you wish to see them. For deep down 
information I recommend looking up, especially on the internet, the 
places noted down up above.  

Adrian Warner 
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St James-the-Least 
Happily, the Church of England still retains some singular parish clergy. 
Take the parish of St James-the-Least for example. Here the elderly Anglo
-Catholic vicar, Eustace, continues his correspondence to Darren, his 
nephew, a low-church curate recently ordained… 
 

Letter from St James the Least of All – 

On why the C of E should never combine parishes 
 

The Rectory 

St James the Least of All 

 

My dear nephew Darren 

 
I suppose it had to come, but combining parishes is now firmly on the agenda for 
our villages. I had always wondered what the first Earl of Stowe was trying to 
prove, building a church here in 1347 to accommodate 800 people when the total 
population has never exceeded 250. In the short term – which in this village is 
measured in centuries - it seems to have been to house the tombs of his 13 
successors. I now realise it was to make uniting with adjoining parishes in the 
twenty-first century more difficult. Clearly the first Earl had formidable foresight. 
None of our neighbouring churches seem too keen to share their reserves to help 
maintain our cathedral-sized building. 

The threat of the closure of St. Herve the Bard has, inevitably, caused outrage – not 
so much from its regular congregation of three, but from all those in the village 
who would never think of attending. People do so like to have a church not to go to. 

St. Bregowine, built by a wealthy parishioner in the 19th century because she did not 
like the high church practices of the parish church of St. Iwig, is refusing to re-
unite, even though the two churches stand only 100 yards apart, in a village with a 
diameter of 300 yards. If only they could get over the trauma of seeing the 
incumbent putting water in the wine on Easter Day in 1894. Although it must be 
conceded that the Bregowinians were equally affronted that when the daughter 
church opened in 1895, they found that the Iwigers had provided no brass troughs 
at the end of the pews for umbrellas. That they have subsequently refused to install 
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them has only compounded the offence. 

Meanwhile St. Plegmund is in discussions with the Church of South India as a 
way of avoiding uniting with anyone. Should it happen, I will be interested to see 
what travelling expenses the new incumbent claims. It will be difficult to tell when 
the present incumbent resigns, as he has not been seen at a clerical meeting for the 
last 30 years. Some of my colleagues suspect he is mythical, that a bloodless coup 
took place in the 1980s and that the church is now entirely run by the Mother’s 
Union. 

The church of St. Maximus of Constantinople in our nearest town has rather 
grandly offered to take all of our churches under its wing, but as a parishioner 
has pointed out: how could we possibly consider joining with a parish that fought 
on the other side at the Battle of Bosworth? 

In the meantime, we will serenely carry on, as we seem to have done for the past 
six centuries; parish mergers and reductions in numbers of clergy seem to be of less 
interest than debating the suggestion that we change the brand of coffee served 
after services. 
 

   Your loving uncle, 

      Eustace 

Marriage Secrets 

Grandpa Jones was celebrating his 100th birthday and everybody 
complimented him on how athletic and well-preserved he appeared. 
"Gentlemen, I will tell you the secret of my success," he cackled. "I 
have been in the open air day after day for some 75 years now."  
The celebrants were impressed and asked how he managed to keep 
up his rigorous fitness regime. "Well, you see my wife and I were 
married 75 years ago. On our wedding night, we made a solemn 
pledge. Whenever we had a fight, the one who was proved wrong 
would go outside and take a walk.” 
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C hristmas Services in the 
Parish of Ewenny 
and St Brides Major 

 

Ewenny Priory Church 
Sunday 21st December 
4.00p.m.  Carols by Candlelight  
    with the St Donats’ Chamber Choir 
Christmas Day 
9.30a.m.  Holy Eucharist with Carols 
 

St Bridget’s Church, St Brides Major 
Christmas Eve 
6.30p.m.  Christmas Crib Service   
11.30p.m. Midnight Eucharist with Carols 
Christmas Day 
11.00a.m.  Holy Eucharist with Carols 
 

All Saints’ Church, Southerndown 
Christmas Day 
8.30a.m.  Holy Eucharist 
Sunday 28th December 
6.00p.m.  Christmas Carols and Readings 
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For anyone who would 
like to visit Jordan and 
the Holy Land to walk 
where Moses and 
Jesus walked the 
following may be of 
interest. 

During the 50 days this 
year that Israel 
bombarded Gaza no 
European tour was 
abandoned as Gaza is 
100 miles away from 
Jerusalem.  The 
company that is used 
over there supports 
s i x t y  C h r i s t i a n 
Palestinian families 
who rely on tours from 
the West and further 
afield.  It is important 
for these people not to 
feel isolated, so I would like to encourage people to make the journey out 
there.  It is interesting to join with people from all over the world to see 
where Jesus grew up, began his ministry, and spent his final days on 
earth.    

Jesus’ message is to love our neighbour and this is a chance to meet that 
neighbour, to visit Petra one of the wonders of the world, and to meet like
-minded people. 
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Flautist  
available for 

wedding ceremonies and receptions 

parties - dinners - corporate events 

and any other occasions requiring musical entertainment. 

Wide variety of repertoire from the classics to musical arrangements. 

Can be accompanied by a pianist, organist or harpist. 
 

Susan Buckland BMUS, LTCL 
 

Tel: 01656 880300 

Mob: 07792 625960 

Email: sue-buckland@hotmail.com 

 

BARDSLEYS 
 

A family run business located at St Brides Major 

 
 Plastering, Lime Plastering, Rendering, Decorating 

City and Guilds qualified 

No job too small 

For a free, no obligation quote please contact Harry 

Mobile: 07538 009502 

Tel: 01656 881718 

Email: info@start2finishplastering.co.uk 



27 



28 



29 



30 

Ewenny Woods  Bed and Breakfast    

The Trip (Off Wick Road) 
Ewenny 

Nr. Bridgend 
Vale of Glamorgan 

CF35 5BZ 
 

  01656 766421   Mobile: 07988329038 
  www.ewennywoods.co.uk 
  info@ewennywoods.co.uk 
 

 Sumptuous beds, glorious views 

Vale of Glamorgan 

Garage Door Services 
 

SUPPLIERS OF LIGHT OAK DOORS 

SECTIONAL AND ROLLERS 
 

 Friendly, personal and professional approach 

 No pressure selling 

 Highest quality and standard of construction 

 Committed to total client satisfaction 

 Doors made to measure at off the shelf prices 
 

For further information or free advice please contact 

Mike Larkin, New Build Sales Specialist 

Tel: 01656 880905  Mobile: 07989 572161 
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ELLIOTT ELECTRICAL (Bridgend) Ltd 
Domestic Industrial Commercial Installation and Maintenance 

 

Specialists in Data Installation, Fire Alarms, 
Emergency Lighting, Door Entry Systems, 
House Wiring, Portable Appliance Testing 
Local Authority and NICEIC Approved, 

ECA Registered 
 

31 Main Road, Ogmore By Sea, Bridgend, CF32 0PD 
Telephone 01656 880758 

Email: enquiries@elliottelectrical.co.uk 

 

EWENNY POTTERY 
Oldest established Family Pottery in Wales 

 
Telephone 01656 653020 

Traditional handmade earthenware pottery 
Visitors welcome to workshop and showroom 

Monday to Saturday 9.30 am _ 1.00 pm 
        2.00 pm _ 5.00 pm 

LAVENDER COTTAGE 
 

For exquisite wedding cakes that taste as fabulous as they look 

~ Wedding cakes~ 

~ Wedding favours ~ 

 

Contact: Sarah Lavender, Wick Road, Ewenny 

Tel: 01656 679755  

email: sarah@cakesbylavendercottage.co.uk 

Website: cakesbylavendercottage.co.uk 



 
 

St Bridget’s Church, St Brides Major 

CHRISTMAS 

   Fayre 
 

Saturday 22nd November 
10.30a.m.-12 noon 

St Brides Major  
Church Hall 

Southerndown Road 
 

Cake Stall, Tombola, Jewellery, 
Books, Nearly New, Christmas 
Cards, Prize Draw, Gifts and 

decorations etc. 
 

Tea, Coffee and Mince Pies 
 


