
I’m a full-time Children’s Pastor.
My office is currently filled with
Jelly Beans, pool noodles, boxes of

curriculum, a rainbow hot-air balloon,
and oddly, a cauliflower. Don’t ask.
My days are filled with finding cre-
ative ways to share the simple Gospel
message with a new generation of chil-
dren who are increasingly secularized
and biblically illiterate. I find great ful-
fillment and joy in our multiple chil-
dren’s programs. Not to mention, kids
are just so much fun!

Most Sundays, I find myself leading
worship in our church or serving in our
concurrent Sunday morning children’s
program. From time to time, when the
schedules align just so, I find myself
sitting in the pew on a Sunday morn-
ing. I usually make a beeline for the
section of our church where the young
families congregate. I dive into the
chaos of several dozen children armed
with colouring books, electronics, and
juice boxes, and parents who have
mastered the art of shushing children
and singing How Great is Our God
simultaneously. It can get a little crazy! 

The more time I spend with modern
families in church, the more questions
I have about what church, particularly
in a Sunday context, has to offer this
next generation. Can there ever be
more to Sunday church than colouring
and snacks? Has the church always
been perceived as an adult-only space?
Is there a way to do church whereby
this next generation receives age
appropriate biblical teaching but also
learns to build healthy relationships
with all generations in the church and
become involved in the life of the
greater church body? 

Some of my peers in ministry are
answering these questions well in their
context, through a variety of disciple-
ship programs offered on Sundays, and
supported by adequate volunteers and
healthy church budgets. They have
found balanced approaches to corpo-
rate church settings and age specific
spaces for kids. Most often, this sce-
nario is found in the larger church con-
text, when in reality most of the assem-
blies in our province are in rural com-
munities where there is no children’s

pastor or leader, and often a very small
number of children present in church
on a Sunday. I think of the parents in
the rural Newfoundland communities
whose little ones are the only children
in church on Sunday. They are desper-
ate to see their children grow to love
and serve the Lord, but feel hopeless,
wondering how long their children will
remain in this solitary environment.
The growing separation between the
church and the world in which they
live creates great tension. How can
their children engage in Sunday church
in an enriching and transformative
way? 

I am immediately reminded of my
own momma. My brother and I have
given her some nicknames through the
years, like Warrior or Champ, because
we always viewed her as a fighter
when it comes to the faith. My parents
started full time ministry when I start-
ed second grade. We left a bustling
young church for a quaint pioneer
assembly on the Northern Peninsula.
We left a vibrant Sunday School pro-
gram for a church where my brother
and I were two of the four children in
church on a Sunday. That did not faze
momma though. Her passionate love
for God, for the church, and for us,
propelled her to seek new ways in
which we could learn to actively serve
and function in the church, and grow
our own deep personal love for God.
She found a way to model for us as
young children true church engage-
ment in a rural Newfoundland context!
I told you she’s a champ! 

Over the next several installments I
hope to share with you a little of my
own story growing up as a child in a
rural Newfoundland church, how I
grew to understand the importance of
the church, how I discovered my place
in church, and how parents, in a rural
context, can raise a new generation of
children who are actively engaged in
the church and in a personal relation-
ship with God! 
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