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Won’t you be my neighbor?  My church neighbor? I make a personal confession; it seems 

awkward to invite someone to church.  We have been talking about “Won’t you be my 

neighbor,” for the last couple of weeks.  This is the last of our Mr. Rogers series.  We talk about 

Mr. Roger’s neighborhood, but what about your neighborhood.  Are you “putting” off inviting 

your neighbor or even loving them?  

Let’s look at some recent research from Pew Research Center.  This information was released in 

October of this year. 

Only 65 percent of Americans now identify as Christian while those who identify as religiously 

unaffiliated swelled to 26 percent, a new study from the Pew Research Center says. The new 

data….show(s) a 12 percent decline in the number of Americans who identify as Christians when 

compared to the general population 10 years ago. 

 

 “In 2009, regular worship attenders (those who attend religious services at least once or twice a 

month) outnumbered those who attend services only occasionally or not at all by a 52%-to-47% 

margin. Today those figures are reversed; more Americans now say they attend religious services 

a few times a year or less (54%) than say they attend at least monthly (45%),” researchers 

explain. 

 

 “Self-described atheists now account for 4% of U.S. adults, up modestly but significantly from 

2% in 2009; agnostics make up 5% of U.S. adults, up from 3% a decade ago; and 17% of 

Americans now describe their religion as ‘nothing in particular,’ up from 12% in 2009. Members 

of non-Christian religions also have grown modestly as a share of the adult population,” 

(Americans are turning away from church as population of Christians decline, Pew study claims, 

By Leonardo Blair, Christian Post Reporter | Friday, October 18, 2019) 

 

“I think everybody longs to be loved, and longs to know that he or she is lovable,” Fred Rogers 

said in the 2003 documentary “America’s Favorite Neighbor.” “And, consequently, the greatest 

thing that we can do is to help somebody know that they’re loved and capable of loving.” 

 

Rogers echoed the intent of the Biblical passage 1 John 4:10,10 This is love: not that we loved 

God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 

 

Oh to be loving, and to know that we are loved.  And to let others know they are loved. 

 

 

 

https://www.sermonspice.com/product/68092/awkward-invites-golf-buddies
https://www.pewforum.org/2019/10/17/in-u-s-decline-of-christianity-continues-at-rapid-pace/
https://www.christianpost.com/by/leonardo-blair
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B0000A9GLR?ie=UTF8&tag=washpost-20&camp=1789&linkCode=xm2&creativeASIN=B0000A9GLR
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Fred Rogers said, “When I was a boy I used to think that STRONG meant having big muscles, 

great physical power; but the longer I live, the more I realize that real strength has much more to 

do with what is NOT seen. Real strength has to do with helping others.”  (The World According 

to Mr. Rogers) 

 

Another confession.  I gave up on strong muscles and physical power long ago, in case you can’t 

tell.  But what I want to do with the strength and power God gives me is to love. 

 
11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.  I want to help 

others.  One of the most important ways is to share the love of Jesus with those around us.   

 

We are related.  20 Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother or sister is a liar. For 

whoever does not love their brother and sister, whom they have seen, cannot love God, 

whom they have not seen. 

 

Do you love them enough to invite them to church or tell them your story of how Jesus made a 

difference in your life?  Consider your neighbors your brothers and sisters, you are related. 

 

Many of you probably saw the announcement this week that even shocked Tom Hanks who 

starred in the movie that came out this week about Mr. Rogers.  Hanks and Rogers share a great-

great-great-great-great grandfather, making the two sixth cousins, according to researchers at 

Ancestry.com.  They share the same 5X great grandfather, Johannes Mefford.  Mefford came to 

America in the 18th century.  3 of his sons served as American soldiers in the Revolutionary War. 

Fred Rogers great-great-great-great grandfather William served in the Navy and was captured by 

the British in 1782.  So, Rogers and Hanks not only share the same ancestor, they also descended 

from 2 brothers who fought for American’s independence.  (from ancestsry.com). 

 

Beloved, in a very broad sense we are related to each other.  We have all been created by God---

somehow, someway that makes all of us coming from the same “Father.”  So, whether you like it 

or not, I’m your great-great-great, 15th billion, once removed brother. 😊  So there! 

 

Now beloved you may say, yeah, but I don’t look like you.  Yes, and be thankful---it’s 

Thanksgiving time. However, we are more similar than you think. 

 

Again, Rogers said this, “As different as we are from one another, as unique as each one of us is, 

we are much more the same than we are different.  That may be the most essential message of 

all, as we help our children grow toward being caring, compassionate, and charitable adults.” 

 

Beloved we need to help our children do that, but I am concerned about adults being caring, 

compassionate and charitable.   
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We may look different.  Some are tall, some are small, some are black, some are white.  Some 

have tattoos, and pierecings, some have wrinkles, some have long hair, short hair, colored hair, 

or no hair. Some have gray hair!! Or no hair! Some speak one language; some speak another 

language. Oh, some have differences outwardly that are noticeable.  Perhaps there are some with 

handicaps that may appear to look different.  Some are on walkers, canes, some are in strollers or 

being carried by a parent.  We are different----but-----we are the same. 

 

Take a look. 

 

                                                    
Yes, same in the inside.  Each and every person is one whom God loves.  How about you?   

 

1 John 4:12 New Living Translation (NLT) 12 No one has ever seen God. But if we love each 

other, God lives in us, and his love is brought to full expression in us. 

 

That full expression of love means that we should love as God loves.  Do our neighbors see that 

love of God in us? 

 

Let me tell you a story about Jeffrey Clay Erlanger.  Jeff was born in Madison, Wisconsin, on 

November 30, 1970. When Erlanger was 7 months old, he was diagnosed with a spinal tumor. 

Surgery was used to remove it, but he was left as a quadriplegic. He received his first electric 

wheelchair when he was 4 years old. He required many additional surgeries while growing up. 

Before Erlanger underwent spinal surgery at age 5, his parents asked him what he wanted. He 

said he wanted to meet "Mister Rogers". His sister wrote Fred Rogers about her brother's wishes. 

Rogers happened to be traveling to Milwaukee, Wisconsin, so the Erlangers drove to meet him 

for breakfast in a restaurant. They kept in contact and a friendship developed.  

 

Several years later, Erlanger was invited to be on Rogers' show. Erlanger appeared in Season 11, 

Episode 4 (#1478), which aired on February 18, 1981.  

                                                  
The ten-year-old showed Rogers how his electric wheelchair worked and explained why he 

needed it. They talked about his parents, doctors, recent surgery and what you can do when 

you're sad. Together they sang one of Rogers' popular songs, "It's You I Like". 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Madison,_Wisconsin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quadriplegic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fred_Rogers
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Milwaukee
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wisconsin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mister_Rogers%27_Neighborhood_(season_11)#Episode_4_(Divorce)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mister_Rogers%27_Neighborhood_(season_11)#Episode_4_(Divorce)
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Let’s look at the lyrics of the song that Fred Rogers wrote: 

It's You I Like (Written by Fred Rogers | 1971) 

 

It's you I like, 

It's not the things you wear, 

It's not the way you do your hair 

But it's you I like 

 

The way you are right now, 

The way down deep inside you 

Not the things that hide you, 

Not your toys 

They're just beside you. 

But it's you I like 

 

Every part of you. 

Your skin, your eyes, your feelings 

Whether old or new. 

I hope that you'll remember 

Even when you're feeling blue 

That it's you I like, 

It's you yourself 

It's you. 

 

When Mr. Rogers sang it to Jeff, he changed the words slightly.  

 

But it’s you I like 

The way you are right now 

The way down deep inside you 

Not the things that hide you 

Not your fancy chair! 

That’s just beside you 

But it’s you I like 

Every part of you 

 

In 1999 Rogers was honored by being placed into the TV Academy Hall of Fame.  And he was 

surprised by who made the introduction.   
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Yes, Jeff Erlanger was there, the one who was liked by Mr. Rogers.  “It’s you I like.” 

                                                    
 

Jeff Erlanger was the one that spoke when Mr. Rogers was inducted into the Television Hall of 

Fame.  In 2003 Erlanger attended and spoke at Fred Rogers memorial.  Jeff Erlanger died 4 years 

later in 2007 from respiratory issues. 

 

Who is our neighbor?  Won’t you be my neighbor?  We are the same on the inside.  It’s you I like.   

 

Another Mr. Rogers quote: “Whether we're a preschooler or a young teen, a graduating college 

senior or a retired person, we human beings all want to know that we're acceptable, that our 

being alive somehow makes a difference in the lives of others.” 

 

Does your neighbor know they are making a difference in your life?  The command talked about 

here in 1 John is that anyone who loves God must love…. 

 

In 2002 at the commencement address of Dartmouth Rogers concluded his speech with these 

words, “When I say it’s you I like, I’m talking about that part of you that knows that life is far 

more than anything you can ever see, or hear, or touch. That deep part of you, that allows you to 

stand for those things, without which humankind cannot survive. Love that conquers hate. Peace 

that rises triumphant over war. And justice that proves more powerful than greed. 

 

So, in all that you do in all of your life, I wish you the strength and the grace to make those 

choices which will allow you and your neighbor to become the best of whoever you are.” 

 

Friends I think the best thing we can do for our neighbors is to obviously love them. Rogers 

mentions love that conquers hate, peace that rises triumphant.  And justice more powerful than 

greed.   

 

Next week our Advent/Christmas series is “CHRISTmas is Calling.”  We look at the calling of 

hope, peace, joy, and love.  Is that not what the world needs?  More hope, true peace, an inward 

joy, and neighborly love. 

 

Your neighbors.  Do you them love them enough to like them?  Do you love them enough to want 

them to have hope, peace, joy and love? What do you say to your neighbor?  How about an 

invitation to church?  How about sharing with them the hope, peace, joy, and love that Christ has 

called you to. 

 

So, these next 4 weeks propel us to Christmas Eve.  What do you say to your neighbor?  How 

about at least inviting them to Christmas Eve. 
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Jessica Petot our Public Relations Coordinator has prepared along with the Worship Team an 

invitational handout. 

 

                                                                         
 
 

                                                                           
4 Christmas Eve servcies.  2p.m.  Communion Candlelight, 4 pm. Family Service, 7 p.m. 

Candlight, and 11:00 pm. Communion and Candlelight.   

 

To help with those awkward invitations, we have provided these Christmas Eve invitational 

cards at the Welcome Center.  Take a few.  Begin now to invite.  But oh to invite them also to 

hear in these next 4 weeks about something I think our niehgobrhood, our country, our world 

needs so despartely---hope, peace, joy, love.  Get some of these Invitational Cards on the way 

out this morning. 

 

I want your nieghbors to be our neighbors?  More importanly---I want your nieghbors to know 

Jesus. 

 

What do you say to your nieghbor?  I end with a quote from Mr. Rogers: “Imagine what our real 

neighborhoods would be like if each of us offered, as a matter of course, just one kind word to 

another person.” 


