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The last 2 weeks we have had some interesting dynamics.  We have asked the children to leave 

both weeks for a special announcement.  I thought today about asking all the adults to leave and 

just have the children stay in for an extended Children’s Moments.   

 

What do you say about let’s get on with Jesus things????   

 

Yes!!!  We are in a sermon series about being Restored, Finding Redemption in our Mess. With 

Tom Berlin’s book of the same title as our sermon resource (Abingdon 2016) So today we ask the 

question, “Who made the mess?”  Have you ever found yourself in a mess and then realize it is a 

mess of your own making?   How do we get in such a mess that it is hard to undo?  

 

For example:  We lock our keys in the car.  Who made the mess?  We carry the trash out and the 

bag rips open.  Who made the mess?  We try to open a bag of potato chips and we can’t get it 

open…we pull and tug and finally it opens…actually it rips open with the chops all over the floor.  

Anybody been there?   

 

How did theses messes happen?  Well we have to place the blame on someone else.  If I weren’t 

rushed because I had to pick up my children at a sporting event, I wouldn’t have locked my keys 

in the car.  So, it’s my children’s fault.  The trash bag that ripped open…they just don’t make trash 

bags like they use to…must be the manufacturer’s fault.  Oh, perhaps it’s your fault who put sharp 

glass and metal in the trash bag that made it rip.  And those hard to open bag of chips---okay so 

that is the bag’s fault!  Oh, how we like to blame anyone, but ourselves. 

 

How did this mess happen?  Why is it happening to me?  Why am I in the mess at this particular 

time?   

 

Maybe, just maybe it is a posture problem.  Growing up when our family was at the dinner table, 

or is it supper table…. anyway, while eating at the table more than once I heard from my mom 

say… “Sit up at the table.  David don’t slouch.”  It was a posture problem.  Actually, to be honest 

it wasn’t a posture problem as an attitude problem.   

 

Same thing with our spiritual posture.  We have a tendency to lean away from God.  To be a 

sloucher and a slacker.  Rather than leaning away from God we need to lean in.  While God is 

reaching for us---we seem to be examining our options.   

 

Children make a mess then hide.  If a child spills milk on the floor in the kitchen there is a good 

chance you will not hear the child say, “Mom, dad, I spilled milk on the kitchen floor.”  They 

might hide and wait until the parent comes into the kitchen, sees the milk on the floor, and says, 

“Who spilled this milk?”  And then we hear the classic answer from the child, “I dunno.”   
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Oh, how we want to protect self.  We can play like we don’t know and we often blame someone 

else for the mess we made.   

 

Galatians 5:24 New International Version (NIV) 24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have 

crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 

 

We have selfish passions and desires that keep us from leaning into Jesus.  We must kill those 

passions and desires, we must crucify them.  Many times those passions and desires cause us to 

lean away from God.  There is an unwillingness to die to self.   

 

When we do not die to self we lean away from God and that can lead to idolatry.  Now we don’t 

have little idols we bow down to.  Even though we want to be a SURVIVOR we don’t have any 

hidden immunity idols with us.  We have made the mess.  We are guilty. 

 

Many things can become idols:  work, success, wealth, sports, possessions, pride, ego, status.  

You see if that is where we put our time, resources and identity then it may very well be an idol.  

It is then that we lean away from God. 

 

The leader of the Protestant Reformation, Martin Luther, said this (image) “Whatever your heart 

clings to and confides in, that is really your God.” 

 

Idols will disappoint.  You may think the bigger house you have will help you have a happier 

marriage when in reality it only may bring bigger mortgage payments and more to take care of.  

Your fixation with gold could become a reason you don’t spend more time with your children or 

spouse.   

 

We don’t really have those little wooden or golden idols, but I do want to say, “What gets your 

attention gets you.” What/Who has your attention?  Are there selfish desires and passions or 

Godly desires? Do good things take you away from better things or even the best thing? 

 

Perhaps, just perhaps we have idols and look and sound like followers of Jesus, but with the 

messes in our lives it indicates our commitment is not as deep as we thought.  It is like a dual 

life. We have an inner life that is at war…in conflict…having habits and attitudes we try to keep 

secret from others.  The result---a mess.   

 

The bottom line is it is either our way or God’s way.   

 

Let me tell you about the Biblical story of Zacchaeus---it’s a SHORT story.  Zacchaeus’s life was 

a mess. Oh, at first, he like us, probably didn’t think so.  He was at the top of his profession.  He 

became very rich.  

 

Luke 19: 2 (NLT) There was a man there named Zacchaeus. He was the chief tax collector 

in the region, and he had become very rich.    
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Maybe he had a desire and passion to get rich at any cost, even at the expense of others.  And at 

that time period that is what tax collectors did.  He created his own mess. Who left this mess?  He 

did.  Who left the mess we may be in---oh we can’t try the blame game, but we left the mess? 

 

It sounds as if Jesus is just out for a stroll.  Luke 19:1 New Living Translation (NLT) 19 Jesus 

entered Jericho and made his way through the town.  Seems like He is just moseying along.  

Slowly make His way through the town.   

 

Even though Zacchaeus had never met Jesus, Jesus knew Zacchaeus.  Zacchaeus was searching 

for something.  Searching for something, Someone to get him out of his mess. 

 
3 He tried to get a look at Jesus, but he was too short to see over the crowd. 4 So he ran ahead 

and climbed a sycamore-fig tree beside the road, for Jesus was going to pass that way. 

 

Think of this ridiculous sight.  A rich, prominent man that many people knew, was running down 

the street in his best tunic and robe.  Ever tried to run with a robe on.  It ain’t easy, and it sure ain’t 

pretty.  Then with this dress (robe) on he climbs a tree. I’m not sure you can climb a tree in a 

dignified way.  But for Zacchaeus it doesn’t matter.  He had decided to lean in and find Jesus. 

 

It is amazing how Jesus shows up at just the right time. 

A man’s daughter just dies---and Jesus is there. 

A boy falls on the ground in convulsions---and Jesus is there. 

A woman is about to be stoned to death---and Jesus is there. 

A Roman army captain’s servant is ill---and Jesus is there. 

A woman who has been ill and bleeding for years---and Jesus is there. 

The disciples are in a boat when a storm comes up---and Jesus is there. 

Our life, our mess---and Jesus is there. 

 

Jesus could have kept walking meandering through town, but…5 When Jesus came by, he looked 

up at Zacchaeus and called him by name. “Zacchaeus!” he said. “Quick, come down! I must 

be a guest in your home today.”  Jesus stopped, looked up, called Zacchaeus by name.  Jesus 

was there. 

 

Notice Zacchaeus’s reaction:  6 Zacchaeus quickly climbed down and took Jesus to his house 

in great excitement and joy. 

 

Zacchaeus didn’t say, “Jesus you talking to me?”  He didn’t say, “No, I think I’ll stay up here 

awhile.”  He didn’t say, “Well, Jesus I don’t want to go out on a limb.”  NO---he came down 

quickly and took Jesus to his house with great excitement and joy.  Woo-hoo!!!! Zacchaeus 

wasn’t worried about other people, he was wasn’t worried about how undignified he would look 

climbing down out of a tree with a robe on all he was concerned about was responding to 

Jesus!!!  Jesus has great timing.  Not just in scripture, but today.  Jesus is here. 
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Rev. Tom Berlin in his book says this: “God is always searching for you, trying to get your 

attention, reminding you that no matter what your story is or what a mess you have made, 

God is there ready to help you begin a new chapter.”   Tom Berlin  

 

Even if you give up---God will never ever give up on you. 

 

Ephesians 2:8-9 New International Version (NIV) 8 For it is by grace you have been saved, 

through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so 

that no one can boast. 

 

For by grace you have been saved through faith.  You are in a mess.  Your escape from the mess 

is the gift of God.  You can’t work your way out of the mess, but Jesus’ timing is perfect.  He’s 

there.  Redeemed! 

 

Redeemed, yes, but restoration takes time.  If you have tried to restore furniture or even a car you 

know it takes time.  It doesn’t happen overnight.  John Wesley, the founder of Methodism, 

describes grace as a forgiveness granted at one essential moment followed by a healing process 

that occurs over time. (page 49 of Berlin’s book) 

 

Forgiven, redeemed---YES!  Like snap of fingers.  But restoration can be a process.  It is like 

being restored to health.  Forgiveness is the surgery and the healing process (restoration) is the 

physical therapy.  A surgeon has made you whole, but cannot force you to physical therapy.  

Likewise, for our restoration we need to be active participants. 

 

God through Jesus has redeemed us.  We must be in a relationship with Him, be restored by 

spiritual awakening, our participation, and our transformation. Redemption and restoration make 

a difference not just for eternity’s sake, but makes a difference in this life. 

 

Rev. Berlin says, “Jesus’ purpose is not just to fill heaven one person at a time; it is also to 

change the life that will change the town that will change the community, so the world will 

become better here and now.” (page 53) Amen?? 

 

Scripture says this:  Philippians 2:10-11 New Living Translation (NLT) 10 that at the name of 

Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth,11 and every 

tongue declare that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

 

You see we can be redeemed.  We can be restored.  Our God is the lamb.  The lamb that was 

slain upon the cross for the sins of the world. 

 

“God wants to convince you that you are valued and loved and can be forgiven and changed no 

matter what.” (Berlin, page 47) Yes, yes. Yes!    

 

Who can stop the Lord Almighty?  Xxxx  No one!!!!  He is searching for you!  He is seeking 

you!  He will save you---from the mess you’ve made. 


