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Dear Church, I come with a heavy heart after the special called General Conference.  As it has 

made national and international news. It is important for me to explain what has taken place.   

 

I do want to say, to Adults with children present.  This special called General Conference dealt 

with some human sexuality policies.  Words and terminology will be used in this message that 

depending on your comfortability you may or may not want your children to hear.  Certainly, it is 

not graphic, and I have tried to choose words carefully, but I did want to let you know that in a 

sense the sermon material is PG-PG13.  So, if you would want to leave with your child during the 

message that is completely understandable.  The message is about 20 minutes and then we will go 

into communion.  If this is something you would not like your child to hear, perhaps you could go 

to Multi-Purpose Room (or Lobby) and enjoy some donuts and coffee, and then return for 

communion.  It is not my intent to put children or parents in an awkward situation.  So, you may 

want to leave in these next few minutes.  I’m sorry to place this situation on you.   

 

As I give opportunity if families with children want to excuse themselves let me again remind you 

the season of Lent begins this Wednesday.  Ash Wednesday. Receiving of ashes.  Drive by in 

parking lot 6::30-7:30, in chapel 7:30-9:00.  Worship service with children’s choir and receiving 

of ashes at 7 p.m.  Our Lenten sermons series begins that night:  Restored:  Finding Redemption 

in Our Mess. 

 

Beloved there are some that are exited and very pleased with the result of General Conference. To 

the point they are sense declaring “victory.” There are some that are broken hearted and are hurting 

as the result of General Conference.  In my eyes there are no winners. In my opinion it is not a 

time for cheering and clapping for what some may perceive as a victory, while others are hurting. 

Some will leave the United Methodist Church and already have. In fact, I believe the way things 

were handled not only the United Methodist Church, but perhaps the Kingdom of God may have 

been negatively impacted. I have been called to be pastor to all. So, in these next few minutes I 

will explain what has taken place, what it means, what it doesn’t mean. What’s next? 

 

Please listen to this brief summary by our Bishop Ken Carter, who is also serves as the President 

of the Council of Bishops.  

(https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=1803231176449464&id=9055099454&_rdr) 

 

So, what happened? The General Conference is the highest legislative body in the church and the 

only group who can decide church law and speak officially for the church. There will be another 

General Conference in 2020 that could change these current rulings.  There were primarily 2 

plans presented to the General Conference.  2/3’s of the Bishops, and myself were in favor of 

what is called the One Church Plan where individual Pastors decide about same gender weddings 

and each Conference deicides about the Ordination of homosexuals.  Please know our United 

Methodist Church is a global church where the context of scripture is viewed differently.  

https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=1803231176449464&id=9055099454&_rdr


2 

 By a close vote of 53% to 47% the Traditional Plan passed. Some have said the Traditional Plan 

might have failed if it were just the United States voting on it. 

 

So, what does this mean?  It means that our Book of Discipline keeps the current language 

around homosexuality. Basically, nothing at this point changes in the Discipline or in our United 

Methodist Church or at Palm Harbor United Methodist Church. 

 

This issue has been in contention since at least 1970’s.  As a result of the vote United Methodist 

Churches will continue to not host, and United Methodist clergy will not officiate at same gender 

weddings and the United Methodist church will not ordain LGBTQ clergy. 

 

I am sorry for the hurt this has caused the United Methodist Church.  I am sorry for the hurt and 

apologize to those here this morning of the LGBTQ community. I want to say I am sorry for the 

hurt and apologize to those here who have family of the LGBTQ community that feel like the 

church and Jesus is not there for them.   

 

In our Book of Discipline, we continue to teach and believe that ALL persons are welcomed in the 

church, all persons are persons of sacred worth.  In essence, nothing changes here at PHUMC.  Our 

church will continue to welcome all people because all persons are persons of sacred worth.  We 

remain an open table that welcomes anyone.  Our church is open to people of all nations, ethnic 

groups, ages and sexual orientations. There are not restrictions in the Book of Discipline around 

baptism, membership, and servant leadership of LGTBQ persons in the United Methodist Church.  

ALL are welcome to be in relationship with Jesus Christ. 

 

There is a recap insert available at the Welcome Center if you would like to pick one up that 

explains basically what I just said. 

 

Now some will say, of course ALL are welcome, but same gender should not get married and 

should not be ordained.  In many ways I can understand that.  Some would say that is different 

than being a member of a church.  There perhaps is some merit to that. 

 

There are basically 5 or 6 scriptural passages that deal with homosexuality. Three of those are in 

the Old Testament.  Now certainly we do not throw out the Old Testament.  But how many of you 

have eaten pork recently?  How many of you have had shellfish this month?  Did you know both 

are mentioned in Leviticus as a sin?   

 

In the New Testament we have some verses as well.  Now to be honest there is deep 

cultural/contextual work we would need to do to adequately explain them.  The Greek words used, 

etc. are important in placing a better understanding on this. To be honest I am not scholarly enough 

to adequately parse and understand it all.  Of all the passages the Romans 1 passage seems to 

indicate a problem with homosexuality. 
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However, look at 1 Corinthians 6:9-10, written by Paul who also wrote that passage in Romans.  

New Living Translation (NLT) 9 Don’t you realize that those who do wrong will not inherit 

the Kingdom of God? Don’t fool yourselves. Those who indulge in sexual sin, or who 

worship idols, or commit adultery, or are male prostitutes, or practice homosexuality, 10 or 

are thieves, or greedy people, or drunkards, or are abusive, or cheat people—none of these 

will inherit the Kingdom of God.  

 

Certainly not by a show of hands, but anybody here commit sexual sin?  Anyone ever had sexual 

relations and not married. Heterosexuals currently living together, but not married. Thieves---

even on income tax?  Greedy? Love of Money. Cheat people---all put in same category of 

homosexuals.  We are not called to identify the sins of others. We are called to be witnesses. 

Jesus said, “Judge not.” 

 

Also, Jesus never mentions this issue.  He does mention divorce, and has some harsh words 

about that.  I know there are divorced here.  I also know we have divorced and remarried pastors 

in the United Methodist Church.   

 

We begin to see that the phrase, “It’s in the Bible that settles it!” is too simplistic of an answer 

and approach.  And yet I appreciate and land more on the Traditional side.  The average United 

Methodist is 61 and white.  My experience and context is different than those 35 and younger.  

Even when Scripture was written it was written in a cultural context. Yet though it may be 

confusing to some, those on the progressive side are also using scripture and their interpretation.  

Different ways and contexts to interpret.  It is possible to interpret things differently? 

 

I can guarantee that there are Democrats and Republicans here that believe strongly, and 

passionately.  I’m pretty sure I could sit down with a person of either party and disagree with 

some of their points.  I could even disagree passionately.  However, I bet Democrats and 

Republicans when we get to the basics would say we are blessed to be living in the United States 

of America. We could agree to disagree on many things and come to a passionate agreement on 

the love we have for the United States of America. 

 

Although I have some traditionalist views, I have fellow clergy and Christians that have different 

views.  We agree to disagree and focus on Jesus and trying to make disciples for the 

transformation of the world.  By ordination vows I am to follow the Book of Discipline.  ALL 

people are always welcome at PHUMC.  With all my struggles, questions, failure, and perhaps 

statements that seem inconsistent…I will continue to try to love as Jesus loved. I am sorry that 

this is such a divisive time in the church I love.  I will continue to love all.   

 

At the beginning of the year a sermon series was preached entitled, “This Year I Will...”  They 

were from our founder of the Methodist Church, John Wesley.  The 3 simple rules were:  Do no 

Harm, do all the good you can, stay in love with God.  Have we done harm?  Have we done all 

the good we can?  Great questions for reflection. 
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So, What’s next?  With our differing views and difference, we will continue to work together to 

make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.  We will continue to share 

God’s love with all people. 

 

We will continue to be an intergenerational community called to a life changing relationship with 

Jesus Christ and committed to loving God and loving others.  We will continue to Gather God’s 

people for worship, grow disciple so Jesus Christ, and go and serve the community and the 

world.   

 

We will be Christ Centered, intergenerational, hospitality minded, service focused strive for 

excellence, and be lifelong learners. 

 

Despite our differences I am committed to do all I can to ensure that ALL people have a 

relationship with Jesus Christ. 

 

We need to come together as a family.  Now a bit on the lighter side….do you agree with 

everyone in your family?  Do you have different views?  You may have a family tree of nuts. 

 

In many ways we are like that family.  Divided in many ways, but still a family. 

 

Friends I love you.  I love each one here.  I will do my best through Jesus to love and care for 

each and every person that walks through these doors.  (In all honesty, there’s some of you I 

don’t like…but I have to love you because Jesus said so 😊) 

 

So, traveling down this highway called to be a follower of Jesus, What’s Next?  Keep loving Jesus.   

 

Keep doing the things that PHUMC is known for. Loving God, loving all.  We have vital ministries 

that will not be impacted by the General Conference.  We will keep doing ministry to reach others 

for Jesus and help them develop a deeper relationship with Him, and make disciples for the 

transformation of the world. 

 

And yes, that includes doing a groundbreaking for a new building for one of the largest ministries 

on PHUMC Campus through Westlake Christian School.  Can we afford it?  Yes, because “We 

are One!” and the ministry to teach the mind and reach the heart must continue, for the sake of the 

Kingdom.  Come on out to groundbreaking at 8:30 on Thursday morning, or to the program 

Thursday night.   

 

We will continue to serve Jesus through mission, just like our Stars and Comets ministry Before 

and After School ministry did this week making 180 care bags for the homeless.  We will continue 

to have Vacation Bible School to plant the seeds of a Jesus relationship with over 500 children’s 

and families.  We will continue our homeless ministries. We will continue local overseas mission 

trips in the name of Jesus.  We will continue youth confirmations.  We will continue to do justice 

and help eliminate Human Trafficking as we did with Reindeer Run and a contribution of over 

$8,000 to help victims.  We will continue to partner with schools with our Pak a Sack.  We will be 

involved with Habitat for Humanity.  We will continue to support missionaries around the world. 
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We have just been notified that of the 750 United Methodist Churches in Florida PHUMC was one 

of the top 20 giving churches to the United Methodist Children’s Home.  All these things will 

continue. 

 

We will continue to preach Jesus.  We will continue to provide pastoral care.  We will continue to 

have Bible Studies.   

 

Our scripture from Lamentations said, “There’s one thing I remember…I keep a grip on hope.  

Who is our hope?  XXXXXX 

 

Oh, that scripture says, “God’s loyal love couldn’t have run out, his merciful love couldn’t have 

dried up.”  Oh God, How Great is Your Faithfulness!!!! 

 

Then I love this verse---verse 24--- “I’m sticking with God.”  (say it over and over.)   

 

Let’s do that, say it over and over……I’m sticking with God.  I’m sticking with God.   I’m sticking 

with God. 

 

I have had a heavy heart.  I am troubled.  Perhaps even discouraged, but then I am reminded…. 

our hope is in Jesus.  He is the cornerstone. How great is His faithfulness? 

 

Yes, we may agree to disagree.  But will you join me in making sure we Love God!  Love All! 

 

We will continue to the best of our ability to keep the Main thing the Main thing.  The main thing 

is JESUS. 

 

 

 


