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New!  We all like new.  New day!  New year. New dress.  New job. New haircut.  New baby (have 

I told you about my new grandson, Banks, born October 23???).  There is something about new!  

Ne house.  New car! 

 

Speaking of a new car…if you have ever had a new car you know how careful you are when your 

first get it.  Park in the farthest parking space.  Make sure no one gets to close.  You want to protect 

that newness.  True story:  In one of the churches I served I have an automobile dealer in the 

congregation.  His father was the owner, but basically the son was now running this dealership.  

The son told me a story that had happened to his father.  A man had come in to pick up his brand 

new car.  The car dealership owner had him in his office and said it would be right up they were 

just finishing the detailing.  Before long someone in the service department brought the car up for 

the new owner.  The new owner was a long time customer, but nonetheless walked around the car 

admiring the shine, the newness---when all of a sudden he turned to the owner of the dealership 

and said…could you get me a sledgehammer.  The dealership owner was confused, but new this 

respected and regular customer and called the service department and had them deliver a 

sledgehammer.  The sledgehammer was given to the new car owner.  He then took the 

sledgehammer and went to the back bumper…and took a swing and hit the back bumper.  He then 

handed the sledgehammer back and said, “Well, that first scratch is out of the way now.” 

 

Oh we don’t like to get those scratches on the new.  But you know we with everything we have 

that is new it will eventually get old, torn, messed up and even wrecked.  However, I am excited 

to tell you about a newness that does not get old.  Oh, it may get scratched, dinged, bumped, but 

internally and eternally it is New. 

 

We Stand for This:  Reconciliation.  Last week began a sermon series saying that you need to know 

that here at this place we stand for Jesus.  We also stand for this:  Reconciliation. 

 
17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, 

the new has come. 

 

Here is where that newness comes in.  Notice the word if.  If is usually followed in a sentence by 

the word ‘then.’  It is conditional.  If this happens…then this will happen.  For example, “If I have 

a short sermon…then you will get out earlier.”  Ha…ain’t going to happen.  See this works only 

if the ‘if’ condition is met.   

 

Here it says, “If anyone…”  Anyone---that means no matter if you are Methodist, Baptist, rich, 

poor, white, black, American, Mexican, educated, uneducated, employed, retired, unemployed, or 

underemployed.  Anyone.   

 

If “anyone is in Christ.”  You see everyone needs compassion; everyone needs forgiveness.   
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We then have the unseen but understood ‘then.’  “If anyone is in Christ. (understood) then he is a 

new creation. 

 

Also notice the word “is.”  Not will be a new creation. Not might be a new creation, but IS a new 

creation. 

 

The old way.  The old habits.  The old patterns.  The old sins are gone.  There is a new way…and 

that way is following Jesus. 

 

We’ll get back to this whole wonderful concept and precept of being new through Jesus in just a 

few minutes, but let’s go on.  We Stand for This:  Reconciliation. 

 
18 All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry 

of reconciliation; 

 

Christ reconciled us to Himself.  How did the perfect one Jesus reconcile, untie, become one with 

us old wrecks?  Through His death on the cross. His death on the cross killed the old way and 

brought a newness.  Not old self---but new creation.  Not old sins---but new life.   

 

We Stand for This:  Reconciliation, but oh there is more than just being reconciled to God.  It says 

in this verse He gave us the ministry of reconciliation.  In fact the next verse says He entrusted us 

with the message of reconciliation.  That ministry of reconciliation begins with a justice and 

freedom for all…that is why our Veterans fought. 

 

There continues to be great concern about Racial Reconciliation.  Remember God has entrusted to 

us the ministry and message of reconciliation.   

 

Dearly beloved…white supremacy is a sin! What makes white better than any other skin tone. God 

does not see the color of a skin. “…man looks on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks 

on the heart.” 1 Samuel 16:7 

 

We unfortunately and unfairly look at the outward appearance, color of skin and make some 

prejudgments.  Do we see people, do we look at people as Jesus would? 

 

Growing up in the 60’s and 70’s I had racial divisions in our town.  There were prejudices.  On 

my friends in elementary school (we called it grade school back then) was an African American 

boy named Thaddeus. Thaddeus and I were friends and I would have him over to my house to 

play. 

 

All of us, I believe grew up with some prejudices and must work at reconciling ministry.  When 

our oldest son Ben was in early elementary school on Fridays we had family night. This was back 

in the day when a TV network had what was called TGIF.  One of the shows we watched was 

“Family Matters.”  Had the famous character Steve Urkel (image) as one of the people on that 

show.  “Did I do thaaaat?”   
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I remember watching that show one Friday night when on the show one of the charters opened 

their school locker and there inside the locker was a racial slur painted on the inside of the door.  

The studio audience gasped, and there was a pause in the show for emphasis.  Our son didn’t quite 

understand what was going on.  I said that a bad word was written in the locker against black 

people.  I then said, “Ben do you know any black people?”  Ben, always the sports guy, begins 

naming black major league baseball players.  I said, “No Ben, do you personally know any people 

who are black?”  He thought for a while and said, “Hmm, I don’t think so.” 

 

I then said, “Ben what about your school teacher Mrs. M., isn’t she black?”  “Oh yeah,” he said I 

guess she is.   

 

Oh to be like a child and be color blind.  (image)  

 

What happened to our focus that every single person is created by God? 

What happens when we realize the Church, capital C, is made up of believers around the world 

that are every shape, size, gender and color.   

 

Friends heaven is not going to be segregated!!! 

Revelation 5:9New International Version (NIV) “…because you were slain, and with your 

blood you purchased for God persons from every tribe and language and people and nation.” 

Jesus commands us, expects us to love our neighbor.  Loving God!  Loving All!  We need to start 

living out that ministry of reconciliation on earth in our daily life. 

20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore 

you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 

We are ambassadors for Christ.  We are Christ’s messengers.  We are agents of reconciliation. 

The Message Bible puts it this way:  God uses us to persuade men and women to drop their 

differences and enter into God’s work of making things right between them.      

I want to echo the words of Paul who wrote the book of 1 Corinthians.  “I implore you (I plead 

with you, I beg you) on behalf of Christ be reconciled to God.”  It is a life decision.  It matters for 

the sake of eternity. 

That reconciliation to God through Jesus changes the filter or our vision and how we see things, 

and not only how we see things, but how we behave. 

21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the 

righteousness of God. 
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Jesus who knew no sin became our sin so that we might be reconciled to God and so that we 

might become the righteousness of God.   

We Stand for This:  Reconciliation.  Having that right relationship through Jesus?  How do we 

have that reconciliation?  How does that happen?  His amazing grace. Grace that is greater than 

all our sin. His endless grace. Grace is His amazing love.   His love that is relentless---it goes on 

and on and on.  His love is constant.  His love is persistent.  His love is chasing you.   

 

Brennan Manning author and Franciscan priest said this:  “My life is a witness to vulgar grace — 

a grace that amazes as it offends. A grace that pays the eager beaver who works all day long the 

same wage as the grinning drunk who shows up at ten till five. A grace that hikes up the robe and 

runs breakneck toward the prodigal reeking of sin and wraps him up and decides to throw a 

party, no ifs, ands, or buts. A grace that raises bloodshot eyes to a dying thief’s request — 

“Please, remember me” — and assures him, “You bet!”…This vulgar grace is indiscriminate 

compassion. It works without asking anything of us. It’s not cheap. It’s free, and as such will 

always be a banana peel for the orthodox foot and a fairy tale for the grown-up sensibility. Grace 

is sufficient even though we huff and puff with all our might to try and find something or 

someone that it cannot cover. Grace is enough.  He is enough.  Jesus is enough.” 

― Brennan Manning, All Is Grace: A Ragamuffin Memoir 

Christ reconciles us to Himself.  If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed 

away, behold, the new has come. 

(video:  http://www.worshiphousemedia.com/mini-movies/50565/new) 
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