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Okay, so I got to get this out of the way.  (move music stand)  See what I just did then.  I took a 

stand!!!!   

 

Today we begin a new sermon series, “We Stand for This.’  This is not a series on what United 

Methodists stand for, not even a series on what any church stands for, but rather as Christians what 

we should stand for. 

 

Our 3 children grew up as what is termed “P.K.’s”  Preacher’s Kids.  I forget which child it was, 

it’s been so many years ago now, that asked me, “Dad what are you preaching on on Sunday?”  I 

paused for a moment and then said, “Jesus.”  I got the classic child rolling their eyes at the parent 

look.   

 

Next week, “Dad what is your sermon about on Sunday?”  Guess what my answer was??  XXXX  

Jesus!!! 

 

So I begin with the We Stand for This sermon series with “We Stand for This:  Jesus! 

 

My seminary homiletics (preaching) professor used to tell us, “I don’t care what your are preaching 

about---sin, guilt, judgment---by the end of the sermon you had better circled back around to 

talking about the Good News of Jesus Christ.” 

 

Friends I have a passion and calling to proclaim the Good News of Jesus. 

 
29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who 

takes away the sin of the world! 

 

This is Jesus’ first public appearance of His ministry.  The one making the announcement is John 

the Methodist---I mean John the Baptist.  I don’t believe he whispers it or mumbles it.  I believe 

he shouts it and excitedly proclaims it, “Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 

world!”   

 

We stand for Jesus.  It has been said by many, “If you don’t stand for something, you will fall for 

anything.”  I want to unashamedly say “We stand for Jesus!”  Oh the world will try to get you to 

succumb and be sucked in by so many things.  Take a stand.  Stand for Jesus and what He believes 

it.  Follow Him.  Who Jesus loves we want to love.  Who Jesus serves we want to serve. We want 

to follow Jesus.  We want to stand for Him. 

 

So John the Baptist says, “Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.”  John 

calling Jesus a Lamb is significant.  The Jewish people that we being addressed were very familiar 

with lambs. 
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In their connection with God they would give offerings to Him.  Often they would give a sacrificial 

lamb.  The lamb was often sacrificed for what was known as a Sin Offering.  A pure innocent lamb 

was sacrificed to God for the sins of the people.   

 

A poor innocent lamb sacrificed.  Jesus---pure, innocent and holy---yet sacrificed for the sin of the 

world.  That my friend includes us!!! 

 

As we stand for Jesus we realize that first of all we must kneel or bow.  We must be on our knees 

in order to truly stand.  Now this bowing may be done physically but most certainly needs to be 

done internally for an eternal purpose.   

Philippians 2:9-11 English Standard Version (ESV)  9 Therefore God has highly exalted 

him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus 

every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue 

confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

We bow so we can stand and proclaim the Good News that Jesus has taken away our sin!!!  We 

stand for Jesus!   

Crazy---to stand for a lamb.  We don’t just stand for a lamb, but also a lion.  Jesus was called the 

Lion of Judah.  Judah was one of the 12 Tribes of Israel.  It was from this tribe, from this genealogy 

and lineage that Jesus was born. 

In the C.S. Lewis series of stories, Chronicles of Narnia (which I highly recommend), the figure 

Jesus is represented as Aslan  a lion  (image)   

Yes, Jesus as a Lion (image).   

In 375 Saint Augustine wrote: "Why a lamb in his passion? Because he underwent death without 

being guilty of any iniquity. Why a lion in his passion? Because in being slain, he slew death. Why 

a lamb in his resurrection? Because his innocence is everlasting. Why a lion in his resurrection? 

Because everlasting also is his might."  

Revelation 5:5 English Standard Version (ESV) 5 And one of the elders said to me, “Weep 

no more; behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has conquered…” 

 

Has conquered.  Is victorious.  Is mighty.  Our God is the lamb, the lamb that was slain for the 

sin of the world. 

 

Behold the lamb and the lion.  (image) 

 

It comes down to this.  We Stand for This:  Jesus---who was born for us. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Augustine
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Matthew 1:20-21English Standard Version (ESV)  20 … an angel of the Lord appeared to 

him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for 

that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you shall 

call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.”  

We Stand for This:  Jesus who died for us. 

1 Peter 3:18 New American Standard Bible (NASB)  18 For Christ also died for sins once for 

all, the just for the unjust, so that He might bring us to God, having been put to death in the 

flesh, but made alive in the spirit;  

We Stand for This: Jesus who was resurrected from the dead for us.  Those look for Jesus after He 

was crucified dead and buried went to the tomb.  They met an angel there that said, “He is not 

here!  He has risen!!!” 

Jesus Himself said:  John 11:25 New Living Translation (NLT)  25 “I am the resurrection 

and the life. Anyone who believes in me will live, even after dying.  

Those people will call Saints.  A saint in Biblical terms are those who believe in Jesus.  Or as has 

been said, either you are a saint are you ain’t.   

We Stand for This:  Jesus who will come back again for us. 

John 14:3 English Standard Version (ESV) 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 

come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also.  

We stand for Jesus: 

Who was born for us. 

Who died for us. 

Who was resurrected for us. 

Who will come back again for us. 

A lion and a lamb.  A conqueror and yet one who was sacrificed for the sin of the world. 
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All of these concepts all come together at the Sacrament of Holy Communion.  Our Communion, 

the Lord’s Supper is open to each and every one here. It is one of the means of Grace.  How we 

receive God’s love even though we may feel like we don’t deserve it.  Children are welcome to 

receive at take of this Lord’s Supper.  They may not completely understand, but they too receive 

the Grace of Jesus.  As we receive we don’t completely understand as there is a mystical 

element.  The real presence of Jesus is there in the bread and in the juice. We take the cup; we 

take the bread as the sacrifice of Jesus for us.  His Body, His blood. 

Christ had died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 

(at 11:05 ONLY---video) 

 http://www.sermonspice.com/product/840/suppertime-short-version 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sermonspice.com/product/840/suppertime-short-version

