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I am so excited about this day.  I am pumped, revved and fired up. We worship together as one; 

have food, fellowship and fun as one.  A day when we recognize our ministries through the Board 

of Education.  Yes…school is back in session.  So thanks to Education Director/Business 

Administrator, Dana Roeling, The Robin’s Nest Director, Anne Martinelli, Stars and 

Comets/Camp Cubber Director, Chris Steurnagel, and Head of School of our Westlake Christian 

School for their part in assisting in worship this morning.  We will share more in a few minutes 

about the uniqueness of their ministries. 

 

As our Head of School has read the words of Jesus this morning we are to be the salt and the light 

of the world.  Now I must confess that I like salty snacks.  My go to snacks are pretzels and 

popcorn.  And yes I enjoy a Salted Carmel Macchiato Latte.  I think it is because of that little salty 

taste. That’s also why I like to get Country Ham at Cracker Barrel because of that salt taste.   

 

Now I know today we all need to be careful of sodium intake; that is salt intake.  But knowing that 

let’s not let that deter us from understanding what this passage in Matthew means. 

 

Maybe the following in jest sarcastic reading will help.  It is from a series called, “Deep Thoughts 

from a Shallow Christian.”  I think you will get why it is called that. 

 

“The Bible tells us we are to salt of the earth and now that we know how unhealthy it is to have a 

diet high in sodium it is clear what God is telling us to do. 

 

Just be involved in the world a little bit to give it flavor, but don’t go overboard with loving and 

helping people because too much salt isn’t good for you. 

 

To be the salt of the earth we should meet people and be friendly to them, but not love them and 

them about Christ’s love for them because that would be way too salty. 

 

Christians should just blend into the background like salt does in a good meal giving the spotlight 

to the other flavors and beliefs. 

 

Because the best way to stay salty is to never leave the salt packet.” 

 

We should have so much joy that we should want to burst open this package of salt and well spread 

it, share it, sprinkle it wherever we go. We shouldn’t keep it contained. 

 

Jesus says that we are to be salt.  (image)  Be the salt! 
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In  Biblical days salt was used for seasoning, preserving and even disinfecting.  Let’s think about 

that spiritually.  Seasoning….we are called by Christ to be different than the world, to stand out in 

the world.  We as Christians need to give the world some salt.  Be the salt.  Savory, sensational, 

super, seasoned, special, smacking saltiness in the world.  The world has enough bland, boring, 

overly critical, dry people…we are to be the salt. 

 

Salt also preserves.  Friends we need to preserve the words and actions of Christ and live them out 

in today’s world.  Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth and the life…” (John 14:6)  Preserve His 

way.  Preserve His truth.  Preserve His life that is lived out in us. 

 

Salt also disinfects.  Ever gargled with Salt water?  Ever been to the beach, have a small cut on 

your finger…go in the ocean… and the salt water of the ocean has had a healing effect.  Disinfect 

means to clean to destroy bacteria.  We are to be the salt…clean in a world full of the bacteria of 

sin.  Are you with me???? Xxxx 

 

Morton Salt Company (image) began in 1848.  In 1911 they started adding magnesium carbonate 

as an ant-caking agent.  Today the company uses calcium silicate.  They didn’t want salt to cake 

up…to clump together with the humidity.  Thus their longtime slogan is:  (image).  “When it rains 

it pours.”   

 

Now that phrase, “When it rains it pours” is also used in other ways.  When trouble comes upon 

trouble, one thing after another…we often say…xxxxx “when it rains it pours.”  Well, I’m here to 

say that we are to be the salt out of the package and when troubles come; when the world gets us 

down we need to realize that Jesus needs us to be the salt and when it rains we need to pour out 

the saltiness of Jesus.  Not sit here clumped together…but out into the community and the world 

pouring out the salt of Jesus that seasons, preserves and disinfects.  Loving God!  Loving All!  

Pour out His love.  Amen? Xxxx 

 

I am an observer of bumper stickers.  I have been for years.  Some tickle me.  Some make me 

curious.  To be honest some I question.  But there is one I see…that yes some may have on your 

vehicles that aggravates me, and well makes me mad.  Here it is (image).  Now let me explain: 

 

The Salt Life brand was founded in 2003 by four avid watermen from Jacksonville Beach, Florida.  

It includes everything ocean like, from fishing, diving and surfing, to beach fun and sun-soaked 

relaxation. They wanted a brand that wasn’t just a logo… they wanted it to represent a style of life. 

The Salt Life brand seems to say “I live the Salt Life”. 

Now…according to our scripture we are to be the salt….so this group stole that from the Bible.  

Huh, huh, huh.  Shouldn’t we be living the Biblical Salt Life?  Xxxxx 

Here’s what it says in The Message Bible:  13 “Let me tell you why you are here. You’re here 

to be salt-seasoning that brings out the God-flavors of this earth. If you lose your saltiness, 

how will people taste godliness? You’ve lost your usefulness and will end up in the garbage. 

 

Let me tell you why you are here….be the salt! 
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But Jesus also tells us this in verse 14 (image)  You are the light!   Be the light. You don’t light a 

light and put it under a basket….You let it shine.  Hold it up.  Share it, shine!  Yes we are to be the 

salt and the light (image).   

 

Now at Children’s Moments we sang This Little Light of Mine.  Now the old version when I grew 

up had a couple of other verses.   

This little light of mine, 

I'm gonna let it shine 

This little light of mine, 

I'm gonna let it shine 

This little light of mine, 

I'm gonna let it shine 

Let it shine, 

Let it shine, 

Let it shine. 

Hide it under a bushel? No! 

I'm gonna let it shine 

Hide it under a bushel? No! 

 

Then another verse was: 

Don't let Satan blow it out, 

I'm gonna let it shine 

Don't let Satan blow it out, 

I'm gonna let it shine 

Don't let Satan blow it out, 

I'm gonna let it shine 

Let it shine, 

Let it shine, 

Let it shine. 

 

We are to shine so that others may see your ministry and works and give glory to our Father who 

is in heaven.   

 

Again, from The Message Bible: 14-16 “Here’s another way to put it: You’re here to be light, 

bringing out the God-colors in the world. God is not a secret to be kept. We’re going public 

with this, as public as a city on a hill. If I make you light-bearers, you don’t think I’m going 

to hide you under a bucket, do you? I’m putting you on a light stand. Now that I’ve put you 

there on a hilltop, on a light stand—shine! Keep open house; be generous with your lives. By 

opening up to others, you’ll prompt people to open up with God, this generous Father in 

heaven. 

 
I think we have our instructions.  (image).  We are to be the salt and the light. 

 

Allow me to paraphrase 1 Corinthians 12:12:  For just as the church (body) is one and has many ministries 

(members), and all the ministries (members) though many are ONE….so it is with Christ. 
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We are one (logo image).  Let’s take a closer look.  I want to give a shout out to Vicci Kendall who does 

our graphics and logos for Sunday morning.  Chris Steurnagel and I shared a concept and Vicci came up 

with this powerful image.  Let’s take a closer look (image of 1). 

 

At the bottom, in a sense as a foundation is Palm Harbor United Methodist Church.  In the logo you see the 

cross and the never ending circle and images of people.  All Ages!  All In!  (all inside the circle)  Loving 

God!  Loving All!  Notice at the base and the center of the word Methodist it is a what? Xxxxx  A cross. 

The cross is at the center.  The cross is at the center of our church for a reason.  As it says in 1 Corinthians 

3:11…Christ is the only foundation.  It doesn’t matter how many church ministries we have…if Christ is 

not at the center…then they are worthless…taking up space and time.   

 

Without the vision of Palm Harbor United Methodist Church and Christ as the foundation none of these 

ministries would be possible.  Of these the first to begin was The Robin’s Nest which began in 1983.  It is 

accredited by United Methodist Association of Preschools and also holds a Gold Seal of Quality of Care 

and is a licensed program.  Anne Martinelli has been Director since 2014, Pat Rowe has been Assistant 

director since 1999.  Our ministry reaches 142 children.  We have nearly 60 that are on a wait list. 

 

In 1987 our Stars and Comets, our Before and After-School Program began.  There are children from 10 

different schools that bring their children here before or after school. We have 170 students in this program. 

 

In 1992 LaVon Caple (here today) began the summer Camp known as Camp Cubber. A man by the name 

of Chris Steurnagel was Assistant Director in 2002 and became Director of both Camp Cubber and Stars 

and Comets in 2006.  Assistant Director, Rob Rowe has been on staff since 2005. Camp Cubber is mostly 

likely the largest day camp in the state of Florida.  With enrollment this summer around 500, averaging 478 

each week with over 100 summer staff.   

 

In 1995 Westlake Christian School began, much thanks to Jan Harris as a mission of Palm Harbor United 

Methodist Church.  In Administration we have Paul Weaver as Dean of Students, Beverly Wakefield as 

Curriculum Specialist and since 2013 Jayanne Roggenbaum as Head of School.  

 

It is fully accredited by the Florida Kindergarten Council, the Florida council of Independent Schools and 

the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools/AdvandEd. In 2012 we received national recognition as 

a National Blue Ribbon School.  One of only 2 private schools chosen that year in Florida. We have just 

begun the year with and we have the largest enrollment ever at 337 students. We could have added another 

60 students because we really needed another kindergarten, 2nd grade and 4th grade class. 

 

When you add The Robin’s Nest children, Stars and Comets Children and Westlake Christian School do 

you realize that we are salt and light every day to nearly 650 children who come to this campus.  We are 

not only salt and light to them, but also to their families. 

 

Pulling it all together from facilities to coordination to support and director oversight and is Dana Roeling 

our Education Director/Business Administrator who has been on staff since 2013. 

 

We have the instruction by Jesus to be the salt and the light…that doesn’t stop now.  We are one and must 

realize that together for our community we need to continue to be the salt light….more salt, more light! 

 

We completed a Strategic Plan and are in the process of implementing that plan.  One of the key points was 

developing families to honor God.  An action item was to hire a full-time Director of Family Life Ministries.  

We have done that just recently with the hiring on to our ministry team of Jeremy Gross. 
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We also in our strategic plan want to a better job of equipping people to serve to be the salt and the light. 

We are doing that with certain trainings.  In particular Rev. Cathy is leading the ACTS training.  Standing 

for All Committed To Serve.  In fact the ACTS training is coming up next month. 

 

However a third component in our Strategic Plan was to used our facilities for ministries.  We are currently 

doing that…however as you see from our Board of Education we have waiting lists for children.  So let me 

excitedly share where we are with facilities.  Of course it includes upkeep and updating…we have many 

ministries using our 1 facility that is Palm Harbor United Methodist Church. 

 

I wish someone would ask me, “What’s the plan?”  xxxx  So glad you asked.  We have gone through the 

process to rezone our property, and are now rezoned institutional limited which allows us to expand our 

foot print.  Although we cannot add floors to our current property (they were not engineered to add floors) 

we could build a building with several floors.   

 

Executive Council has appointed a task force to interview and recommend a civil engineer, and work at 

developing a Master Plan.  Our timeline is that in November at our Church Conference we will officially 

formalize a Building Committee.  In conjunction with this there will be architects selected as well as a 

Capital Campaign that will encompass a new building, remodeling, and continued upkeep and upgrading 

of our current facilities. 

 

What does that mean for the Board of Education ministries when all this is done?  The real possibility that 

we will be able to be the salt and light to more children and families.  We could project Westlake Christian 

School going from 337 to around 550.  This could mean 3 classes per grade level---a need for 6 additional 

classrooms in the elementary.  The possibility of having dedicated space for Middle School. 

 

For Robin’s Nest to add 2 classrooms for a maximum of 200 children.  Camp Cubber and Stars and Comets 

would benefit because they could utilize some of these rooms as well.   

 

The foundational ministry of Palm Harbor United Methodist Church would also be involved to add space.  

Do you realize we have no adult Bible Study classes on the first floor?  With rethinking our space and with 

a new building we could have adult small group classes on a first floor.  We could have a Conference room 

with latest to be used by all.  What about a chapel that could seat 100-150 for small weddings or memorial 

services?   This is just the tip of the best utilization and redesign and building that could benefit the ONE 

ministry.  Many ministries one church.  We are one.  We are to be the salt and the light.   

 

So there is a task force, there are some preliminaries discussions on the way.  A Building Committee to be 

approved in November.  And then a Capital Campaign for both building, upgrades, and remodeling.  We 

will keep you appraised and will be open with communication and as we can share with you designs and 

renderings.  I would like to think that by this time next year you will perhaps see some renderings and 

maybe even some earth moving and shaking. 

 

Friends this is driven by the realization that we are to be salt and light.  We want every generation to call 

out the name of Jesus.  Oh Lord, may you find us faithful.  We are salt, we are light, we are the people of 

the church. We want all of ministries to be all about Jesus.   

 

We are called out to live out.  We are called out to stand up.  We are called out to shout it out.  We are 

called out to live out the way of Jesus. 

 

We are called out to be the Salt and the light. 
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Think of the darkness without the ministries of Palm Harbor United Methodist Church.  Too many 

ministries to name or even put up on the screen.  Our Gather ministries, Grow ministries, our Going to serve 

the community and the world.  Imagine the darkness without all these ministries.  (CUE) 

 

And yet we are called to be salt and light.  Today on this Back to School Celebration we are thankful for 

our Board of Education Ministries and the salt and light that they are.  (uncover cloths) (Pause….) (Lights 

ups) 

 

As the music plays I would like all the staff, directors, administrators, faculty of The Robin’s Nest, Stars 

and Comets and Camp Cubber and Westlake Christian School to come up to the platform…use the handrails 

and receive this reminder….a mason jar with salt and light in it…to remind you…to remind us…that We 

are, we are the people of One church called to be the salt and the light. Once you receive the Salt and 

light…please return to your seat. (Instrumental music) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


