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I am a Sci-Fi Nerd. And one of the greatest Sci-fi franchises is premiering yet 

another installation in the saga this weekend. So when I read the last verse of our 

Scripture today, I couldn’t help but think of these famous words: “Beam me up 

Scotty!” Famous words from the beloved character Mr. Scott on Star Trek. I grew 

up with James Doohan as Mr. Scott. In the new series, the role was recreated by 

Simon Pegg. Scottie’s job was engineer and he manned the transporter, “beaming” 

the crew from the ship to various planets and places. In our scripture, Philip was 

“beamed up” by the Spirit and transported to Azotus. That is amazing! Philip’s 

story is not unfinished as we are able to follow his ministry in Acts. But let’s go 

back to the beginning of the story. Another amazing feat is that an angel of the 

Lord gave him very specific directions on what road he must take. It was like his 

very own Holy GPS….(audio of a GPS giving directions) 

Oh if only it were that easy to hear and follow the leading of the Holy Spirit! In our 

unfinished story today, we find Philip leaving Samaria, headed south. The angel 

tells him to take the road less travelled; the road toward Gaza. So that is just what 

Philip did. 
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Have you ever had a small voice nudging you to do something; to call someone; to 

go somewhere? And then when you did, something very special happened. I have 

heard many stories – coincidences? Luck? No. It was a divine appointment; a God 

appointment – as Bruce Wilkinson calls them in the Prayer of Jabez.  

I attended a workshop several years ago and one of the speakers was Geri 

Burgdorf. Geri is a coach for pastors, teachers, politicians, movie stars, anyone 

who speaks publically. One thing she said that has stayed with me is this: “if there 

is a voice inside your head that is screaming to get out….say nothing! That’s the 

ego. If you hear a still small voice, a faint whisper speaking to you, that is what 

you must say (or do).” That still small voice is the Holy Spirit, giving you a nudge.  

Just this week, I was sitting with a woman whose adult daughter was recently 

diagnosed with stage 4 cancer. She gave me permission to share this with you 

today. Both women have a very strong faith. While we were talking, a voice in my 

head kept saying “Abraham and Isaac.” I shook it off, thinking that would not be 

comforting to this mother at this time. Again I heard “Abraham and Isaac.” I began 

having a little internal argument in my head saying “no that is not appropriate 

now.” Yet again, “Abraham and Isaac.” So I finally said to this mother who was 

very anxious and filled with concern for her daughter, “I have something that I 

believe God is asking me to share with you, but I’m not sure, so if it is not helpful, 

we will just move on.” When I said “Abraham and Isaac” the woman became 
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tearful and shared how God has led her to that very story in her devotion this 

morning. Not a coincidence. Not chance. Not Luck. God! 

So Philip has this God appointment on the road to Gaza. He encounters the 

Ethiopian’s chariot. Let’s take a look at where Ethiopia is (Map of 

Ethiopia/Africa). Now the Ethiopian was headed home after travelling to Jerusalem 

for worship. He travelled 200 miles to be in the temple for the feast. He was a 

proselyte – one who had changed his opinion or religion and was following the 

God of the Israelites. But he was more specifically known as a proselyte of the 

gate. You see, he was not allowed inside the temple. He was of similar status to the 

Samaritans, excluded by law from participating in the covenant community. He 

was an outcast due to his position, his defect, and his nationality. He was not 

allowed in, but was hungry for the Word.  

The Spirit nudges Philip, saying “Go on over there and overtake this chariot.” So 

as Philip approaches, he hears the Ethiopian reading scripture. His position was 

one of authority in the court of the queen of Ethiopia. He was the royal treasurer. 

So he was a learned man. The scripture that he was reading described the suffering 

servant from Isaiah 53: 

He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, 

And as a sheep before its shearers is silent, 

So He opened not His mouth. 
8 He was taken from prison and from judgment, 
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And who will declare His generation? 

For He was cut off from the land of the living; 
For the transgressions of My people He was stricken. 

He was hungry for God’s Word. Philip asks him if he understands, but the 

Ethiopian says, how can I if I have no one to teach me? He was able to read the 

words but did not understand. He needed someone to teach him. So, by Divine 

Appointment, Philip climbs into the chariot with him and begins to teach him 

about how Jesus fulfilled this prophesy. He spoke of the unspeakable gift of Christ 

on the cross, the suffering servant; the unspeakable joy of eternal life. The 

unspeakable hope that we are freed from our sin; the unspeakable love that was 

poured out for us. But the story in unfinished. We don’t know how much Philip 

shared with him. Perhaps he went on past Isaiah 53 and into 55:1 where the 

prophet speaks of the thirst and hunger for God: 

Ho! Everyone who thirsts, 

Come to the waters; 

And you who have no money, 
Come, buy and eat. 

Yes, come, buy wine and milk 
Without money and without price.) 

He is not talking about water and food to quench our physical hunger and thirst, 

but that living water and bread of life which quenches the hunger and thirst of our 

souls. And maybe Philip continued on into Isaiah 56 which speaks of the salvation 

where a eunuch can participate without hindrance in the community of the people 

of God: 
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For thus says the LORD: 

“To the eunuchs who keep My Sabbaths, 

And choose what pleases Me, 

And hold fast My covenant, 
5 Even to them I will give in My house 

And within My walls a place and a name 

Better than that of sons and daughters; 

I will give them[a] an everlasting name 
That shall not be cut off. 

6 “Also the sons of the foreigner 

Who join themselves to the LORD, to serve Him, 

And to love the name of the LORD, to be His servants— 

Everyone who keeps from defiling the Sabbath, 

And holds fast My covenant— 
7 Even them I will bring to My holy mountain, 

And make them joyful in My house of prayer. 

Their burnt offerings and their sacrifices 

Will be accepted on My altar; 

For My house shall be called a house of prayer for all nations.” 
8 The Lord GOD, who gathers the outcasts of Israel, says, 

“Yet I will gather to him 

Others besides those who are gathered to him.” 

Perhaps this is why the Ethiopian became so excited when he saw the water and 

insisted that Philip baptize him. He was hungry to understand God’s Word and to 

be a part of the community of faith; to be a part of the Kingdom of God.  

I have met many people who can quote the Bible verse for verse. However, they do 

not understand what it is they are reading. Jesus taught in parables, saying “Those 

who have ears, let them hear.” He was trying to say that the meaning is beyond the 

words of the story. John Wesley had this experience. He was an Anglican priest, 

proclaiming the gospel. But it wasn’t until he had his heart “strangely warmed” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+56%3A4-8&version=NKJV&interface=print#fen-NKJV-18759a
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that he fully understood it. The longest distance in the world is the distance 

between the head and the heart. People understand that God loves them. They 

understand that Jesus died for their sins. They understand that they cannot do 

anything to earn that love and forgiveness. Yet, they struggle to feel forgiven; to 

feel loved. It is the head to heart connection. We KNOW these things, but we don’t 

always FEEL them. It is the heart that understands the Word and eventually bears 

fruit.  

The Ethiopian was hungry to understand and FEEL the love of God. He had a 

teachable spirit. How teachable is your spirit today? Last week, Pastor Dave spoke 

about King Agrippa, who ALMOST became a Christian. Do you have head 

knowledge, but not heart knowledge? 

So now, Philip gets “beamed up.” But the Ethiopian goes on his way rejoicing! 

When is the last time you received good news that you just couldn’t wait to share? 

Last January, when I came out of the final meeting where I was told that I would 

be ordained this year, I had to contain myself. Others were waiting to receive their 

news and I remembered what it was like last year to get a “no” answer, so I didn’t 

want to make anyone feel badly. So I walked calmly back to where Bill and Pastor 

Dave were waiting. They were trying to read my expression. Bill looked 

concerned. Once I passed the next person going into the meeting, the news that 

was bursting to get out was shared! We all rejoiced! So as the Ethiopian goes away 
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rejoicing, do you think he just kept it to himself? Probably not. In a 2007 Census 

report, 62.8% of Ethiopia are Christians. We can trace back to the 4th Century 

where Frumentius of Tyre converted the Emperor of Axum. Maybe that had 

something to do with it. But we have a story of an Ethiopian official of the royal 

treasury who was hungry for the Word of God, was baptized and went away 

rejoicing! This was part of God’s plan. In Acts 1:8 Jesus says: 

But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you 

shall be witnesses to Me[a] in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
end of the earth.” 

There are two parts to our unfinished story as they relate to Philip and the 

Ethiopian: 

First, we must remind ourselves that we need to continue to be hungry and thirsty 

for God’s Word. Have you made the head to heart connection? As we grow in our 

discipleship, we must continue to seek that connection; to gain a deeper 

understanding of His Word. Being a Christian just not mean just coming to church 

on Sunday morning. It’s much more than that. And if that is what you do, that’s a 

good beginning, but you are missing out on so much more!  

Second, this unfinished story ends when the house of the Lord is a house of prayer 

for all nations. When the outcasts, the foreigners, the aliens, the lost are a part of 

God’s kingdom. How does this happen? Jesus said it, “you shall be my witnesses.” 

I think this is a major theme of this story. Philip and the Ethiopian went off in 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+1%3A8&version=NKJV&interface=print#fen-NKJV-26932a
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separate directions, but both shared the gospel of Jesus Christ. It is our job to 

continue to share what God has done in our lives; to share what Christ has done for 

the world. This is something that I don’t think the Church does well; nor do we at 

PHUMC. I challenge us to become better witnesses of the gospel. It’s not about 

what we do, but how we are as disciples of Jesus Christ. May Philip’s story 

encourage us to be stronger witnesses for the Lord; in our homes, in our work 

places, in our neighborhoods, and beyond.  

As the praise team comes up for our closing song, I want to invite you this morning 

to come to the altar. If you want someone to pray with you, simply cup your hands. 

Come if you are hungry to know God more, and you want that head to heart 

connection, come and seek him as the Ethiopian did. Come and find the courage to 

bear a stronger witness to the love of God, to be able to leave this place rejoicing 

with the Good news of the gospel. Or just come in praise and prayer. You are open 

to praise and pray from your seats. Holy is the Lord, God Almighty. Let us sing it 

and shout it so that all of heaven can hear our voices.  

 


