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Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego.  Has kind of a good rhythm about it. Shadrach, Meshach, 

Abednego…oh Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego. 

 

However when I hear the story of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego I go back to the mid to late 

1990’s when the children’s video’s Veggie Tales(on VHS) thatwere very popular.  Veggie Tales 

are still making the rounds today.  You can even find them on Netflix. They told this story from 

Daniel 3 and Nebuchadnezzar but rather than Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego they gave them 

nicknames of Rack, Shack and Benny. (image) 

 

Before we can talk about the Unfinished Story of uh Rack, Shack and Benny we need to know the 

story.   

 

King Nebuchadnezzar has made a decree that everyone was to fall down and worship a golden 

image.  The king makes it very clear that those who not do that will be thrown into a burning fiery 

furnace. 

 

So we find that with Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego they must make a decision.  Lately we 

have been talking about taking a stand…these 3 young men have decided to take a stand.  Today 

we have celebrated the Immokalee mission that our students and others went on, and also prayers 

for those going to Belize.  The people are making stand…they are making a statement.  Want to 

remind you of the prayer cards out on the center table for you to be praying for those going on the 

Belize trip (image). 

 

When we go beyond our comfort zone we take a stand.  I would like for anyone that has ever in 

their life gone a mission trip local, national, or international to take a stand.  Xxxx 

 

When you take a stand for Christ there is a risk.  There is a risk for us to take a stand here at home 

and be a witness and a light into the dark world.  I believe that we must be wise, take the necessary 

precautions, but also go with the calling that God has giving you---personally and individually. 

 

God does not call everyone to go on mission trips.  There are certain years and times where God 

may nudge you to go on one.  Listen to Him.  However, I do believe that calls each one of us to be 

missionaries.  Are you with me?  Huh, huh, huh.  We are to be the hands, feet, and voice of Christ-

--it could be in Immokalee, it could be in Belize, it could be in Pinellas County, Pasco it could be 

to be a missionary to your next door neighbor.   

 

Along with that calling and risk there is a step of faith.  Rack, Shack and Benny have to decide 

whether to obey the king….or THE KING. 

 

 

2 



They know that if they don’t follow King Nebuchadnezzar they will be thrown into a burning fiery 

furnace. That will be the punishment for not obeying him. 

 

There is also a questioning of “God what are you wanting me to do?”  Rack, Shack and Benny in 

essence have asked God… “What should we do with this decree from the King?”   

 

The King reminds them that when they hear the music they are to fall down and worship the golden 

image.  Nebuchadnezzar asks them if they are going to obey him.  Here’s their answer: 

Daniel 3:17 New Living Translation (NLT) 17 If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the 

God whom we serve is able to save us. He will rescue us from your power, Your Majesty. 

 

They are not going to obey the king.  They have felt called to take a stand even though they realize 

the consequences may be harm or danger.   

Notice they say, “He will rescue us.”  They had that faith…but here is an amazing part of the 

story. They go on and say---Verse 18:  18 But even if he doesn’t, we want to make it clear to 

you, Your Majesty, that we will never serve your gods or worship the gold statue you have 

set up.” 

They have felt called to stand on their faith.  What is your faith telling you to do?  We should never 

judge someone for what they are feeling led or not led to do.  However…a non-negotiable is that 

wherever we are and whatever we do we are to glorify God.   

In one sense I can’t imagine those 3 men saying…. “God can rescue us, but if not…we want you 

to know that we belong to God not to you.”   

This makes Nebuchadnezzar angry.  It makes him so angry that he has the furnace heated seven 

times more than usual.  7 the perfect number. In other words he is going to make that furnace as 

hot as possible. 

In fact it is so hot that the men throwing Rack, Shack and Benny into the fiery furnace were burned 

up and killed.  The furnace was overheated.   

I wonder how Rack, Shack and Benny were feeling.  (short audio clip of “Feeling Hot, Hot 

Hot.”) 

Oh friends to take a stand and have the faith of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. Sometimes 

when we take a stand we are going to feel the heat. 

The King looks into the furnace and my paraphrase is: He says… “Wait a minute…didn’t we throw 

3 men into the furnace, and looky…there are 4 men in there not three.  What is going on?” 

He gets close to the door of the burning fiery furnace shouts, “Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, 

servants of the Most High God, come out and come here!” (verse 26) 
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All the leaders gathered around and as the three men came from the fiery furnace thee hair of their 

heads were not singed, their clothes were not harm…and get this they did not even smell of smoke.   

 

My dad was a volunteer fire fighter and there was more than one occasion when he would come 

home and reek of smoke.  Friends these people have just witnessed a miracle.  Hair not curled, 

clothes not burned, and don’t even smell like smoke.  Say what?  (What?)  God was at work.  In 

fact Nebuchadnezzar himself says, “Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, 

who has sent his angel and delivered his servants…” (verse 28) 

 

Yes Nebuchadnezzar identifies this extra man as an angel.  Football has what is called the 12th 

man…the fans.  Rack, Shack, and Benny have an angel…the 4th man.   

 

Nebuchadnezzar honors God by saying that no one can say anything against the God of Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego. 

 

So this sermon series we are in is called “Unfinished Stories.”  So, what happened to these 3 men?  

Well the last verse that was read (verse 30) said that the king promoted them.  I guess you could 

say that they weren’t fired after all, but promoted. 

 

But then what?  How did this experience shape the rest of their lives?   

 

Maybe one of their wives at some point in time told the story to their children and got mixed up in 

the phrasing and said, “At one time you dad was smokin’ hot.”   

 

Maybe one of them said, “There was a time when I was ‘on fire’ for God.”   

 

Or maybe, just maybe as they were promoted they used the occasion to tell others about their God-

--the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.  The Most High God.  The powerful God.  God 

the protector.  God who was with them as they stood and obeyed what God wanted them to do. 

 

We do not know the unfinished story of these 3 men.  Their story is only told in the first 3 chapters 

of Daniel.  I believe their taking a stand enabled them to continue to take a stand for what is right.   

 

There is no reason to think that they did not continue to stand out from the world.  I believe the 

rest of their story of their life is that they stood strong.  That they stood in faith.  After all…they 

had stood firm in the fire.   

 

What about us?  Where do we stand?  Will we make a commitment to represent God no matter 

what?  Even if…even if…we will not disobey your calling and your word.   

 

God’s love and mercy is with you even in dark times.  Even in times of sorrow, even in times of 

trouble.  God is there for you.   
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St. Patrick a 5th Century missionary to Ireland said this (image) “Christ beside me, Christ before 

me, Christ behind me, Christ within me, Christ beneath me, Christ above me.” 

 



As you work on your story, your yet unfinished story, can you proclaim that you have the strength 

to take a stand.  Where does your help come. Your help comes from the Lord the maker of heaven 

and earth. (Psalm 121:1)  He has promised that he will never leave you nor forsake you. Do not 

fear or be dismayed. (Deuteronomy 31:8) 

The Psalmist says it this way:  Psalm 28:6-7 New Living Translation (NLT) 6 Praise the 

LORD! For he has heard my cry for mercy. 7 The LORD is my strength and shield. I trust 

him with all my heart. He helps me, and my heart is filled with joy. I burst out in songs of 

thanksgiving. 

(Video, Stand, sermonpice http://www.sermonspice.com/product/67388/stand ) 
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