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Almost is an interesting word.  It means “just about,” “very nearly,” “not quite, “not entirely.”   

 

Let me give you some personal examples. As a teenager, I almost successfully climbed a fence at 

the end of a stock car race as I headed to the pits to meet the drivers.  (Almost means I didn’t make 

it over the fence…I got stuck at the top of the wire fence, ripped my jeans, had a bruised and cut 

thigh, and had to have someone get me down off the fence.)  I almost graduated from honors from 

College, but I flunked a class my senior year. I had a minor in History…I flunked the exciting 

class of 19th Century European History.  (A main reason I flunked that class was because I was 

seriously dating this girl by the name of Sarah. Next Sunday will be 34 years of marriage and I 

definitely would have rather continued my relationship with Sarah than almost graduate with 

honors.)  I almost completed the ordination process in the Southern Illinois Annual Conference of 

the United Methodist Church, but God had a different plan and I began the process all over again 

in the Florida Conference. 

 

Almost=very nearly. Did you know in the movies there has been some famous Almosts? Actors 

that were the first choice for a movie that would end up being a blockbuster, but instead someone 

else got the part.  

For example (Christopher Walken) was the leading contender for a certain major role, but instead 

a guy that was working as a carpenter ended up getting the role after a chance meeting with the 

director.  The role was Han Solo (image).  So Walken almost became part of the Star Wars legacy. 

 

This gentleman (Tom Selleck) was a lead contender for a role but it ended up going to Harrison 

Ford as (Indiana Jones.)  Harrison very nearly did not get that role.  He almost missed it. 

 

Likewise this child actor (Shirley Temple) almost made it as the lead actor in one of my favorite 

movies (Dorothy, Judy Garland) but negations fell through.   Yes Wizard of Ox had several of 

those almosts.  The (Wizard) was going to be someone else.  (W.C. Fields) turned down the role 

when they wouldn’t meet his price.   

 

This actor (Tin Man) almost made it into the real movie.  There is some rare footage of this Tin 

Man in rehearsals. He almost made it the Wizard of Ox, except he was allergic and had a near fatal 

reaction to the silver makeup they applied that covered his face.  That man was (Buddy Ebsen, 

Beverly Hillbillies).   

 

And one more---my favorite movie series is the James Bond series.  Did you know that rather than 

(Sean Connery) starring in the first of the Bond movies, Dr. No, the studio execs wanted this 

superstar (Cary Grant), but Grant didn’t want to be tied down to a continuing movie franchise.  

Bond, James Bond almost was Grant, Cary Grant. 
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Famous almosts. There is a famous almost mentioned in our scripture today.  It is a statement said 

by King Agrippa that contains that powerfully ambiguous word almost. Today we continue the 

series of Unfinished Stories and look at what almost happened to King Agrippa. 

 

First we must realize who King Agrippa is.  This King Agrippa mentioned in scripture is also 

known as Herod Agrippa II.  He is the great-grandson of Herod the Great.  Herod the Great was 

king when Jesus was born.  It was to Herod the Great that the wise men came asking “Where is 

He that is born King of the Jews.”  (Matthew 2:2) Standing before the King Agrippa II is Paul.  

Paul had been arrested for basically sharing the news of Jesus.   

 

In chapter 21 of Acts (verse 27) it says Paul “stirred up the whole crowd” with what he was saying.  

It was making the Jews angry.  He was preaching Jesus.  The people seized Paul and the 

commander of the garrison of troops came and stopped the people.  Paul is questioned as to what 

he is doing. He is taken to Ananias the High Priest to be dealt with.  However Ananias releases 

him to Felix the governor.  Felix kept him in prison for 2 years and was succeeded by Festus.  As 

it becomes known that Paul is a Roman citizen he has the right to appeal to Caesar so he is then 

sent to Agrippa II. 

 

Agrippa allows Paul to speak and explain why he has been arrested and detained.  Paul uses this 

as a means to tell his story.  He relates to the King and any listening his Damascus Road experience.  

That is where he saw a light from heaven as he is traveling on the Damascus road. The light was 

brighter than the sun.  All had fallen on the ground and Paul heard a voice speaking to him.  It is 

the voice of Jesus Himself.   

 

A few verses but Ed began reading our scripture we find Paul telling his story to Agrippa including 

what he said, and what he heard on the Damascus Road.  He hears Jesus tell him.  Acts 26:16 

(NKJV) ‘But rise and stand on your feet; for I have appeared to you for this purpose, to 

make you a minister and a witness both of the things which you have seen and of the things 

which I will reveal to you. 
 

Paul stands, and not only stands, but takes a stand if you will.  Perhaps he even stood with arms 

high and heart abandoned and surrendered his soul to Jesus.  Jesus goes on and tells Paul that he 

is sending him not just to the Jews but especially the Gentiles.   Acts 26:18 (NKJV) ‘to open their 

eyes and to turn them from darkness to light and from the power of Satan to God, that they 

may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who are sanctified by faith 

in me.”   

 

He tells Agrippa that he has done just that. He has declared the Good News in Damascus and in 

Jerusalem, and through Judea and then to the Gentiles.  He did that for 3 reasons…so they would 

Repent, turn to God, and do works appropriate to repentance. 

 

Back at that life changing conversion experience Jesus told him to stand so now Paul says in Verse 

22, “ I stand witnessing both to small and great.”  Friends, stand up, stand out, and stand tall for 

Jesus your Savior.   
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Part of his testimony and defense to Agrippa is this:  Verse 23:  “that the Christ would suffer, 

that He would be the first to rise from the dead, and would proclaim light to the Jewish 

people and to the Gentiles.” 

 

Oh the affirmation of faith….I believe in Jesus ….who suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, dead and buried; the third day he rose from the dead; he ascended into heaven.  Oh to 

proclaim that light. 

 

King Agrippa is listening.  Paul knows that the King knows the Scripture.  In fact he asks him:  vs. 

27: “King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets?  I know that you do believe.”  This is a bit 

of a trick question.  If Agrippa responds with a “Yes,” then he is acknowledging that Jesus is the 

fulfillment of the Prophets.  If King Agrippa responds with a “No,” then he is going to be in trouble 

with the Jews, because they believe the prophets. 

 

So here is how he answers---he avoids the answering the real question.  Part of my training in 

seminary was what was called Clinical Pastoral Education.  It was 400 clock hours as a chaplain. 

8 weeks in the summer, 40 hours a week.  I was assigned to the University of Kentucky Medical 

Center as one of several seminary chaplains. This included on-call, Emergeny Room, and part of 

the Code Blue team. I was assigned to the gynecological floor.  Oh wow.  One of our 

responsibilities was to get the pre-op list and to go and visit those who were probably be going to 

have surgery that day.  I got my assignments and found the room.  Even before I entered the room, 

I heard moaning and groaning coming from the bed by the door.  Oh great.  I checked my list and 

realized I was to visit the bed by the window.  So I go in, bypass the woman moaning and groaning 

and go introduce myself the woman in the bed and her husband who was with her.  It was around 

dinner time and the dinner trays had just been delivered.  As we began conversation the woman in 

bed one continued her agonizing pain and groaning.  Then this newly married 20 something 

chaplain asks the woman patient on the gynecological floor what type of surgery she is 

having….she points to the woman in bed one, tells me the surgery and says that’s the same surgery 

she is going to have.  Oh boy!!!!  My response to her, in fact my exact next statement as I looked 

down at her dinner plate was….  “How did you like those green beans?” 

 

Uh you think I used avoidance!!!!!!   We use avoidance when we are perhaps unsettled, 

embarrassed, or simply do not want to deal with the issue at hand.  King Agrippa uses avoidance.   

 

And then King Agrippa says this---the famous almost----found in Verse 28:  Then Agrippa said 

to Paul, “You almost persuade me to become a Christian.”   

 

Other translations put it just a bit differently.  The King James and the New King James uses that 

word “almost.”   You almost, you just about, you very nearly, persuade me to become a 

question….but not quite.  I’m not going to entirely do it. 

 

I also like the way The Message Bible puts it:  28 But Agrippa did answer: “Keep this up 

much longer and you’ll make a Christian out of me!” 
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And thus the unfinished story of King Agrippa.  Did he ever fully commit?  Or was he always an 

almost believer?  Is there really such a thing as an “almost Christian?”  This passage of scripture 

is the only Biblical reference to King Agrippa II, so we do not know the ending of the story.  It is 

unfinished. 

 

In 1871 Phillip Bliss was listening to a sermon from this very passage and wrote a powerful song 

that I sang growing up called, “Almost Persuaded.”  I did not know until sermon preparation this 

song is meaningful to Rev. Billy Graham.   

In his autobiography Just As I Am, Billy Graham writes of Dr. Mordecai Ham’s revival meetings 

in Charlotte, NC, and the night he came to Christ. 

As soon as the evangelist [Mordecai Ham] started his sermon, he opened his Bible and talked 

straight from his text. He talked loudly, even though there was an amplifying system. I have no 

recollection of what he preached about, but I was spellbound. In some indefinable way, he was 

getting through to me. I was hearing another voice, as was often said of Dwight L. Moody when 

he preached: the voice of the Holy Spirit. 

I became deeply convicted about my sinfulness and rebellion. And confused. How could this 

evangelist be talking to me, of all people? I had been baptized as a baby…I had gotten into 

mischief once in a while, but I could hardly be called wicked. I resisted temptations to break the 

moral code my parents had so strictly instilled in me…I was even the vice president of my youth 

group in our church (although, granted, it wasn’t a particularly vital organization). 

On that night, Dr. Ham finished preaching and gave the invitation to accept Christ. After all his 

tirades against sin, he gave us a gentle reminder: “But God commendeth his love toward us, that 

that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). His song leader, Mr. Ramsay, 

led us all in “Just As I am” – four verses. Then we started another song: “Almost Persuaded, 

Now to Believe.” 

On the last verse of that second song, I responded. I walked down to the front, feeling as if I had 

lead weights attached to my feet, and stood in the space before the platform. (From Billy Graham 

Library) 

He was doing this with intention and purpose. 

I did not know it was the song “Almost Persuaded” that on November 1, 1934 Billy Graham was 

not almost but offered his heart completely to Jesus.  Here are those lyrics: 

1 “Almost persuaded,” now to believe; 

“Almost persuaded,” Christ to receive; 

Seems now some soul to say, 

“Go, Spirit, go Thy way, 

Some more convenient day 

On Thee I’ll call.”  
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2 “Almost persuaded,” come, come today; 

“Almost persuaded,” turn not away; 

Jesus invites you here, 

Angels are ling’ring near, 

Prayers rise from hearts so dear, 

O wand’rer, come.  

 

It was on this last verse Billy Graham responded and went and made a stand and stood in the 

space before the platform. 

 

3 “Almost persuaded,” harvest is past! 

“Almost persuaded,” doom comes at last! 

“Almost” cannot avail; 

“Almost” is but to fail! 

Sad, sad, that bitter wail, 

“Almost,” but lost. 

 

The song “Almost Persuaded” written in 1871 by Phillip Bliss had an impact on Billy Graham in 

1934.  The preacher that Phillip Bliss was listening to was a Rev. Brundage who ended his 

sermon with these words "He who is almost persuaded is almost saved, and to be almost 

saved is to be entirely lost".  Rev. Brundage 

 

From Rev. Brundage in 1871 to Rev. Baldridge in 2016 don’t be a famous almost.  Paul heard 

Jesus speak to him on the road to Damascus and took a stand, he stood before King Agrippa, 

Billy Graham came and stood before the platform. 

 

As I invite the Praise Team to come forward we are getting ready to sing our last song.  That 

song says: 

I'll stand 

With arms high and heart abandoned 

In awe of the one who gave it all 

I'll stand 

My soul Lord to you surrendered 

All I am is yours  (Hillsong) 

 

All---not almost. 

 

Spiritually are you ready to take a stand.    

 

"He who is almost persuaded is almost saved, and to be almost saved is to be entirely lost".   

 

King Agrippa’s story was unfinished….yours does not have to be.   

 

(Prayer)  ----///Stand…and take a stand////// 


