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“In the beginning God created…” (Genesis 1:1) “In the beginning was the Word…”  Trinity/3 in 

1.  God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit. 

The obvious link between Genesis 1:1 and John 1:1 is wonderfully and yet mysteriously clear.  

This One God from the beginning. In Koine Greek, the original language of the New Testament, 

“Word” is Logos.  How important is Words for us today?  The written word and the spoken word 

are the major ways of communication. 

God speaks things into being with His word, “God said, “Let there be light…” (Gen.1:3) God 

said, “Let us make man in our image…” (Gen.1:26)    

In this marvelous mystery we go from the written word and spoken word to actually being the 

Word!   

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

Notice a big emphasis in the Trinity or at least God the Father/Creator and God the Son.  In the 

beginning.  They are 1.  The Word was with God…. this shows a relationship.  The Word was 

God.  Yes, this Word is the same God who created the universe.  Jesus created the universe?  

Well, God did.  Jesus is God.  Say what???? 

-Jesus is eternal (“In the beginning was the Word”) 

-Jesus was with God prior to coming to earth (“the Word was with God”) 

-Jesus is God (“the Word was God.”) 

-Jesus is Creator (“All things were made through him”) 

-Jesus is the Giver of Life (“In him was life”) 

 

Let’s take a closer look.  2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through 

him, and without him was not any thing made that was made.  Perhaps you have never 

thought of it in a way that Jesus had a part of your creation as part of the Trinity.  In fact, it says, 

without Him there was not anything that was made.  Three in One. 

 
4 In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the 

darkness has not overcome it. 

 

Let’s pause and really try to begin to understand this.  In Him, that is Jesus is life.  The Word, 

Logos, God became life for us, to us, and with us.  Jesus, the Word, was to say these words later 

on in the Gospel of John (John 10:10), “I came that you might have life and have it more 

abundantly.”  Some translations say have a life to the full or “real and eternal life more and better 

life than you ever dreamed of.” 
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I want LIFE.  I choose life.  Monday our Chancel Choir under the direction of Mark Deen, a group 

of our children and a special trio did a fantastic job at the Memorial Day Remembrance at Curlew 

Memory Gardens.  I parked in the cemetery and headed to the event.  After it was over, I headed 

back to my car.  I had kind of gotten turned around (remember I can be a bit directionally 

challenged).  I saw one of our members who I won’t mention by name (Margie Hudson) who was 

also looking for her car.  As we are walking past many gravesites, I whispered to her.  “I parked 

by a tombstone; I just can’t remember which one.”   

 

Nothing personal, but I wanted to get out of the cemetery…if you know what I mean.  I wanted 

life!   

 

Jesus came that we might have life and have it abundantly, to the full, better than you ever dreamed 

of! 

 

His life was the light of men and women.  Let your light shine! He came to light up your life.  

(Now for the crowd my age and older I should now burst into song singing the 1977 Debby Boone 

song, “You Light Up My Life,”----but I won’t.)   

 

“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.”  It seems like there is so 

much darkness in the world.  Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. put it this ways (image) “Darkness 

cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that. Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can do 

that.” 

 

In our world and culture today, we cannot let hate be supreme.  Darkness cannot drive out 

darkness.  Only love can make that change.  Jesus came as light and love.  We need to embody 

Jesus.  We need to be light and love.  Through the power of Jesus in you let’s have the Light of 

Jesus outshine the darkness of this world.  What do you say????   

 

John 1:14 English Standard Version (ESV) 14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among 

us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and 

truth. 

 

The Logos, the Word became flesh.  This is known as the Incarnation.  God came to earth.  Why 

would God come to earth? A mystery. 

 

There was a man who was a kind, and quite decent and good man. He was honest in his dealings 

and generous to his family; he was commonly received as a man of good values.  
 

But he could never bring himself to believe the story of Christ. The incarnation, the God born a 

man by virgin birth… It just didn’t make sense to him, and he was too honest a man to pretend 

devotion to a story he could not accept. The story of Jesus, God coming to Earth as a man, simply 

didn’t add up in his mind.  

 

And so, one Christmas Eve, he had enough pretending, he told his wife he would not be going with 

the family to Church.  
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“I’m sorry to upset you,” he explained, “but I would simply feel like a hypocrite.” He told her that 

he would stay at home, and wait for them to return from (Midnight Mass) Christmas Eve service. 

  

Shortly after the family had left a snowstorm moved into the area. Settling in his chair with a cup 

of coffee, the man began to relax for the evening.  

 

Before too long, the soft white noise of the steady snow was interrupted by a loud thud. Then 

another, and another. At first the man concluded someone must have been throwing snowballs 

against his living room window, but upon peering out from behind the blinds his yard appeared 

quite empty. 

 

Reluctantly venturing outside, he found a flock of birds huddled miserably in the falling snow, just 

beneath his living room window. Having been caught in the storm the desperate birds were trying 

in vain to fly through the large landscape window. 

  

Being the decent man that he was, he knew he couldn’t leave the stranded birds to freeze in the 

night storm, and resolved to find a solution. It was just then that he thought of the barn where his 

children stabled their pony. It would be warm, sheltered, and safe… If he could get the birds into 

it. 

 

Quickly he put on a jacket and boots, and began trekking through the snow to the barn. He opened 

the doors wide and turned on the light; but the birds did not fly in. Thinking that food might entice 

them, he hurried back to the house and retrieved some bread crumbs. Sprinkling the crumbs in the 

snow, the man made a trail to the warmly lit doorway of the stable. 

  

But still, the birds vainly fought the cold beneath his living room window.  He tried catching them. 

He tried shooing them into the barn by waving his arms and walking around them. But nothing 

worked. As he approached, they scattered in almost every direction, and as soon as he retreated 

back, they resumed their hopeless attempts to fly through his living room window.  

 

The man realized that the birds were simply too afraid of him. To them, after all, he was a giant 

and terrifying creature. ‘If only I could think of some way to let them know that they can trust me 

– that I’m not trying to hurt them. But how?” Any move he made simply confused, and frightened 

them.  

 

“If only I could let them know I want them to be safe,” he said allowed. “If only I could be a bird, 

and mingle with them and speak their language, I could let them know that I mean them no harm. 

I could show them the way to the safe warm barn, but...” realization seemed to wash over him, 

“but I guess I would have to be one of them; so that they could see, and hear, and understand.” 

 

“I guess I would have to be one of them.” At that moment he got it! Oh, God became flesh and 

dwelt among us so they could see, hear, and understand. 

 

One of the great words in verse 14 is the word dwelt. He dwelt among us.  In the Greek it is Skenoo.  
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This word is only used 5 times in scripture---once here and 4 times in Revelation (Rev. 7:15, 

12”12, 13:6, 21:3) 

 

Skenoo literally means to fix one's tabernacle, have one's tabernacle, abide (or live) in a 

tabernacle (or tent).   

So literally it means that “God pitched His tent among us.”  Learning lightbulb went off in 

sermon prep and research at this.  Look at Exodus 33:7 English Standard Version (ESV) 
7 Now Moses used to take the tent and pitch it outside the camp, far off from the camp, and 

he called it the tent of meeting. And everyone who sought the LORD would go out to the tent 

of meeting, which was outside the camp. 

 

The Tent of Tabernacle was where the Lord was.  It was where the people of the Old Testament 

went to meet God.  Well…hold on cause I’m getting excited…in the New Testament, God 

pitched His tent (Skenoo) through becoming flesh. God’s presence is now manifested in the 

flesh.  The tent is among us. Oh, the Word became flesh and dwelt among us. 

 

I like how some other translations put it.   

John 1:14 Common English Bible (CEB) 
14 The Word became flesh and made his home among us. 

 

John 1:14 Contemporary English Version (CEV) 
14 The Word became a human being and lived here with us.   

 

And I particularly like The Message translation. 

 

John 1:14 The Message (MSG) 14 The Word became flesh and blood, and moved into the 

neighborhood. 

 

Jesus in the neighborhood!  What, what!! He came for you and me. 

 

So, who is this Jesus?  What words can we use to describe THE WORD.  Jesus is: 

 

1.  Almighty One – “…who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.” Rev. 1:8 

2.  Alpha and Omega – “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning 

and the End.” Rev. 22:13 

3.  Advocate – “My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does 

sin, we have an advocate with the Father--Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.” 1 John 2:1 

4.  Author and Perfecter of Our Faith – “Fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of 

faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at 

the right hand of the throne of God.” Heb. 12:2 

5.  Authority – “Jesus said, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.” Matt. 

28:18 

https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/
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6.  Bread of Life – “Then Jesus declared, ‘I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will 

never go hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.’” John 6:35 

7.  Beloved Son of God – “And behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with 

whom I am well pleased.” Matt. 3:17 

8.  Bridegroom – “And Jesus said to them, “Can the wedding guests mourn as long as the 

bridegroom is with them? The days will come when the bridegroom is taken away from them, 

and then they will fast.” Matt. 9:15 

9.  Chief Cornerstone – “The stone which the builders rejected has become the chief corner 

stone.” Ps. 118:22 

10. Deliverer – “And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who 

delivers us from the wrath to come.” 1 Thess.1:10 

11. Faithful and True – “I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, 

whose rider is called Faithful and True. With justice he judges and wages war.” Rev.19:11 

12. Good Shepherd - “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the 

sheep.” John 10:11 

13. Great High Priest – “Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has passed through 

the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession.” Heb. 4:14 

14. Head of the Church – “And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all 

things to the church.” Eph. 1:22 

15. Holy Servant – “…and grant that Your bond-servants may speak Your word with all 

confidence, while You extend Your hand to heal, and signs and wonders take place through the 

name of Your holy servant Jesus." Acts 4:29-30 

16. I Am – “Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.” John 

8:58 

17. Immanuel – “…She will give birth to a son and will call him Immanuel, which means 'God 

with us.’” Is. 7:14 

18. Indescribable Gift – “Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift.” 2 Cor. 9:15 

19. Judge – “…he is the one whom God appointed as judge of the living and the dead.” Acts 

10:42 

20. King of Kings – “These will wage war against the Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome them, 

because He is Lord of lords and King of kings, and those who are with Him are the called and 

chosen and faithful.” Rev. 17:14 

21. Lamb of God – “The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, "Look, the Lamb 

of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” John 1:29 
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22. Light of the World – "I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in 

darkness, but will have the light of life." John 8:12 

23. Lion of the Tribe of Judah – “Weep no more; behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root 

of David, has conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven seals.” Rev. 5:5 

24. Lord of All – “For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name 

which is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow, of those who are in 

heaven and on earth and under the earth, and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is 

Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” Phil. 2:9-11 

25. Mediator – “For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ 

Jesus.” 1 Tim. 2:5 

26. Messiah – “We have found the Messiah" (that is, the Christ).” John 1:41 

27. Mighty One – “Then you will know that I, the Lord, am your Savior, your Redeemer, the 

Mighty One of Jacob.” Is. 60:16 

28. One Who Sets Free – “So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.”  John 8:36 

29. Our Hope – “…Christ Jesus our hope.” 1 Tim. 1:1 

30. Peace – “For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has destroyed 

the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility,” Eph. 2:14 

31. Prophet – “And Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor, except in his hometown 

and among his relatives and in his own household.” Mark 6:4 

32. Redeemer – “And as for me, I know that my Redeemer lives, and at the last He will take His 

stand on the earth.” Job 19:25 

33. Risen Lord – “…that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, 

that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures.” 1 Cor. 15:3-4 

34. Rock – “For they drank from the spiritual Rock that followed them, and the Rock was 

Christ.” 1 Cor. 10:4 

35. Sacrifice for Our Sins – “This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent 

his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.” 1 John 4:10 

36. Savior – “For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the 

Lord.” Luke 2:11 

37. Son of Man – “For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost." Luke 19:10 

38. Son of the Most High – “He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The 

Lord God will give him the throne of his father David.” Luke 1:32 
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39. Supreme Creator Over All – “By Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on 

earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities-- all things 

have been created through Him and for Him. He is before all things, and in Him all things hold 

together.…” 1 Cor. 1:16-17 

40. Resurrection and the Life – “Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. The one 

who believes in me will live, even though they die.” John 11:25 

41. The Door – “I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out 

and find pasture.” John 10:9 

42. The Way – “Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the 

Father except through me.” John 14:6 

43. True Vine - "I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser.” John 15:1 

44. Truth – “And you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free." John 8:32 

45. Victorious One – “To the one who is victorious, I will give the right to sit with me on my 

throne, just as I was victorious and sat down with my Father on his throne.” Rev. 3:21 

46. – 49. Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace – “For to us a 

child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be 

called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” Is. 9:6 

50. The Word – “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God.” John 1:1 

 

We come today to realize what God has done through Jesus.  Jesus came into the neighborhood. 

Jesus pitched His tent and lived among us.  Jesus lived for us. Jesus Messiah came that you 

might have light.  Jesus came and died for us so that we might have life…abundant life, life to 

the full, life eternal.  Jesus, Son of God Savior. 

 
 

 

 

 

 


