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Back in the day we had a child in High School, a child in Middle School, and a child in elementary 

school.  Sarah drove this vehicle (image).  Yes equivalent the soccer mom van.  This van, GMC 

Safari was what we needed to get the family to all the various activities.   

 

At the same time she had thee fire engine red van I had this white car (image).  It was a Dodge.  

We lived in Merritt Island where I ended up pastoring for 10 years.  One time I was driving from 

the house to church down Tropical Trail.  Just as I turned the corner onto Cone Road the car began 

to sputter, choke, and die.  I tried again, it started and ran just a little difference before it sputtered 

and died and I pulled off to the side of the road.  I pumped the foot feed/the accelerator.  Turned 

the ignition and nothing.  Aggravated I pumped the accelerator some more.  By this time I had 

probably flooded the carburetor with gasoline.  I turned the ignition key, heard a backfire and 

boom….flames shooting up underneath the hood.  I mean the flames came on top of the 

windshield.  I jumped out.  People stopped and tried to help.  The fire truck was called as the 

flames now were above the roof of the car.  The fire truck came and personnel had to literally saw 

into the hood with a jaws of life type equipment to get to the engine to extinguish the fire.   

 

That car had a red dashboard…now literally melted.  By the way when I had pulled off the side of 

the road I was in front of the Presbyterian Church.  Oh and by the way the make of the car was a 

Dodge, the model.  Spirit.  Yes my Dodge Spirit had caught on fire.  And not only that my Spirit 

had caught on fire at the Presbyterian Church.  Now nothing against Presbyterians but I want my 

Methodists to catch on fire with the Sprit.  Is your Spirit on fire?  Have you allowed the Holy Spirit 

to set you on fire. 

 

There’s a cheer that goes, “Let’s get fired up!  Let’s get fired up!”  The Pentecost color is red 

significant and symbolizing the Fire at Pentecost.  Are you ready to get fired up!!!!   

 

Now you heard me talk about my Dad and Baldridge Auto Repair, but I’m not sure I’ve ever 

showed you a picture of him.  Here he is (photo). Yes, he’s taller than me too! Now he doesn’t 

have his usual garage coveralls on.  He has a hat on in this picture that he very seldom wore.  You 

see my dad was a volunteer for the Centralia Fire Protection District.  That hat is a chief hat.  My 

dad was chief of the Volunteer Fire Department for many years.  His job was to put out fires.  I’m 

not like me dad.  Now I’m like my dad in a lot of ways…like having a sense of humor, and also 

being stubborn…my dad use to say, “There’s a right way, a wrong way, and a Baldridge way.”  

However, I’m not like my dad in that Dad put out fires and I’m trying light a fire under 

congregations and help them realize they need to be fired up by the Holy Spirit! 

 

Behind our house was the original Baldridge Auto Repair built out of wood. Literally in our back 

yard.  I remember that one of the things in that garage was a Coal Burning stove.  (image).  I 

remember it had a coiled handle and every now and then I was allowed to throw coal (image) into 

the cast iron furnace.  Coal is a source of fuel.  A source of energy.   
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One time there was knock at our door.  The person at the door said, did you know that the back of 

your garage is on fire.  Well, of course dad ran out the door and went behind the business and sure 

the enough the coal bin (where all the extra coal is stored) was on fire.  It ruined the coal bin and 

all the coal, but the business was saved.  Well…that’s the wrong type of fired up!!!   

 

Today is Pentecost Sunday…the symbol is red for fire of the Holy Spirit.  Acts 2:3  “…tongues 

as of fire appeared to them and rested on each one of them.”   

 

Just as coal was the source of the fire. The Holy Spirit is the source of the energy and power that 

we have. He is the fire in our very soul!!!!  The Holy Spirit on fire in this Church. 

 

I’ve been driving over to Tampa to Sarah’s doctor and the hospital she was at going from our home 

in Eastlake out Keystone Road, to Gunn Highway and then turning on Van Dyke Road and then 

over pass Dale Mabry and well eventually you get there.  But while on Van Dyke Road I noticed 

a sign like this.  (image).  (Caution sign, CHURCH)  Now my mind went a little crazy…what’s 

new.  A caution sign for a Church put up by the State or County.  I like it….Caution you are coming 

upon a church.  Caution there are people in Church that are filled with the Holy Spirit.  Caution--

Church ahead…they want to transform the world by the power of the Holy Spirit.  

Church…caution…God is at work.  I wonder if we can get a Caution Sign.  I wanted to slow down 

at those signs…because I wanted to see what was going on.  PHUMC Caution….The Holy Spirit 

wants to work….The Holy Spirit IS at work! 

 

Besides coal another source of energy and power is wind.  More than the old weather vanes on a 

barn that shows the direction of the wind these wind turbines (image) are used to generate power.  

The source of our internal and eternal power is the Holy Spirit.  Notice that wind is mentioned in 

the scripture read this morning.  Acts 2:2  “…And suddenly there came from heaven a sound 

like a mighty rushing wind…” 
 

Oh, the power of wind.  Yes like the wind moving Palm Trees.  This wind used by the turbines are 

used for good.  The source of our good is the Power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Solar Energy is another source of power.  (image)  Now you probably know where I am going 

here…the SON is indeed a source of power.  When the God the Son, Jesus, went away and 

ascended into heaven He sent the Paraclete, that one who was called to be along side of us, God 

the Holy Spirit to be present with us. 

 

Another source of power is Electrical Power.  (image)  Oh how we depend on electrical power.  

Do we depend on the power of the Holy Spirit as much as we do electrical power?  With electrical 

power you often have an electrical cord (image).  I have one here with me today.  Now let me ask 

some profound trick questions.  Can this electrical cord provide a source of power???  (Yes)  Is it 

currently…get it currently???  (No).  Why not?  Because it is not plugged in.  So you see it can 

give power IF it is plugged in. We plug the cord into an outlet (image)  So when I do that the cord 

is now connected to the source of power.  But look the cord is too short…it can’t reach you. 
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Let me tell you of a power that can reach you.  It is the power of the Holy Spirit.  He is the Source 

of power.  Acts 1:8 “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you and 

you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the 

earth.” 

 

Yes these students and adults going to Immokalee to work and to lead a Vacation  

Bible School are going to be witnesses.  That is one of the Purposes of the Holy Spirit---to power 

you to be witnesses.  I know that those on the Immokalee Mission trip we be powered up by the 

Holy Spirit.  They will be used for His purpose.  Next week we will conclude the series “The 

Source:  The Holy Spirit” and we will talk about the Holy Spirit’s purpose in our daily lives.   

 

Speaking of Vacation Bible School. You will notice one of the scenery pieces for our VBS starting 

on June 12.  This was done by Nan Robins our Assistant Children’s Director, who has done an 

outstanding job with the scenery.  Our VBS this year has around 500 kids!!!  We had waiting lists 

due to space. The VBS theme is Created by God---Built for a Purpose.  Notice the gears.  Friends 

we need to get in gear and realize that we need the fullness of the Holy Spirit to rain down on us!!!  

We need His power to make it through this life.  We need His power to perform His purpose in 

our world.  We need His power to transform the world and make disciples!!!  Let’s get in gear!!!! 

 

Ah, but I saw this piece of scenery on Thursday and asked Robin McFerrin our Children’s Ministry 

Director to have this piece Nan created as part of the worship setting this morning.  When I had 

that electrical cord out it couldn’t reach you…we need a bigger outlet…..a more powerful source.  

That source is the Holy Spirit. 

 

We need more power.  Some of you may remember the TV show that was on from 1991-1999 

called Home Improvement with Tim Allen.  Tim the Tool Time Taylor as he was called.  He liked 

power.  (image)  Did you say more power?????  (Ugg, Ah, Ah, ah ah—ala Tim Taylor) 

 

Yes…we need more power.   

 

Perhaps, just perhaps we are not tapping into the Huge power Source available to us.  We need to 

make sure that we are plugged in.  More powerful than coal, more powerful than wind, more      

powerful than solar energy, more powerful than electrical power.  This is the ultimate Source of 

Power.  Powerful power with purpose, presence through the Person of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Oh the day of Pentecost.  Acts 2:4  “And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit….”  Yes all 

in that room were filled. 
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As we receive Holy Communion may you experience the transforming power of the Holy Spirit. 



 

Get fired up. 

Blow like the wind.  Cause some turbulence. 

Let the SON shine on you. 

And make sure you are connected to the Source. 

His power is ready and available. 

Are you ready and available? 

 

Today as you receive the bread and you dip the bread into the juice….do so with the understanding 

that the Holy Spirit is power.  And you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you.  

As you open your hands to receive the elements of communion.  Open your heart to receive the 

filling of the Holy Spirit. 

 

 

 

 


