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(video:  Are you ready for some football?  https://vimeo.com/233165968 ) 

 

Are you ready for some Jesus???   Let’s go!  Get ready?  Are you ready for some Jesus?  Get your 

game face on here on Sunday mornin’. 

 

Yes ESPN (image). By the way you may not know that today ESPN stands for Every Servant 

Praises Nonstop. (audio from video of ESPN ringtone) 

 

Many came ready for some football with your jerseys on.  So, let’s see.  When your team is 

mentioned up on the screen all for that team stand up, cheer do your motions, get wild and crazy.  

This is going to be a mix between pro football and college teams.   Are you ready?  I said, “Are 

you ready for some football?  XXXX 

 

Let’s begin: 

USF Bulls (image) 

UCF Knights (image) 

University of Kentucky Wildcats (Image) I was made to put that one in.  I had to make sure label 

Football was there, because most people just think they play basketball. 

Tampa Bay Buccaneers (image) 

Miami Dolphins (image) 

Jacksonville Jaguars (image) 

Florida Gators (image) 

Florida State Seminoles (image) 

Team Jesus (image) 

 

Yes!! ESPN (ringtone) Every Servant Praises Non-stop. Woo-hoo!!! 

 

Yes, differences among us---except---except when it comes to our loyalty to Jesus.  Team Jesus!!! 

 

Oh, Sarah and I don’t always agree on what we want to eat.  But we do agree that we need to eat. 

We may not be able to decide which route to a destination, but we agree on where we want to 

end up.  Are you with me?  XXXX 

 

Rev. Cathy leads a morning Prayer Group in the Chapel at 7:30 on Wednesday mornings.  

Invited to come and join her.  She sends out an email early in the week about what specifically 

they are going to be praying for.  Now I am so glad that Cathy is part of the team at PHUMC.  

There have been many times when she prays on Sunday morning she will return from her prayer 

and I will say--- “Uh, you stole some of the lines from my sermon.”  Now she didn’t know what 

my sermon said, I didn’t know what she was going to say in the prayer, and yet we knew the 

theme for the day, and God works when you are on the same team. 

 

https://vimeo.com/233165968
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Well, today I’m going to steal from her email she sent you about praying about unity.  She was 

talking about the difference between unity and uniformity.  She found a definition and it was this, 

“Unity is oneness; the state or fact of being one undivided entity while uniformity is the state of 

being uniform, alike and lacking diversity.” 

 

We have just seen concerning football there are differences, perhaps even rivalries.  And yet with 

Team Jesus there was unity.  In the midst of unity there is not uniformity.  It would be boring, no 

fun, stagnant if we all thought the same way.  We are a group of people that have a diverse faith 

background, and yet we are here.  Among us we have people that view things differently 

theologically—and yet we all believe in the inspired living Word called the Bible!  We believe 

that Jesus is the way to salvation.  Amen?  We may approach Him differently, but our unity comes 

in seeking first His kingdom.  We can be one in Jesus!   

 
4 Each of us has one body with many parts. And the parts do not all have the same purpose. 

 

My hand has a different purpose than my foot.  My ears have a different purpose than my nose.  

By the way I’m so glad God didn’t’ make us with our nose upside down.  I wish someone would 

ask my “Why?”  (So glad you asked.)  Because if my nose was on upside down, I would drown 

when it rained.  Oh, all the parts do not all have the same purpose. 

 

Likewise, in Football you don’t want the kicker being the Quarterback.  That’s not the purpose of 

the kicker. 

 

You don’t want the athletic trainer on the field playing defense.  Yet an athletic trainer is a vital 

part of the team. 

 

You don’t want the linemen being a running back, especially the average lineman is 6’5 and weighs 

just over 300 pounds.  That is not the lineman’s purpose. 

 

Certainly, football can be confusing.   Cletus took Maynard to his first football game. They had 

great seats right behind their team’s Bench. After the game, Cletus asked Maynard how he liked 

the experience. 

“Oh, I really liked it,” he replied, “but I just couldn’t understand why they were killing each 

other over 25 cents.” 

Dumbfounded, Cletus asked, “What do you mean?” 

“Well, they flipped a coin, one team got it and then for the rest of the game, all they kept 

screaming was: ‘Get the quarter back! Get the quarter back!’ I mean, come on… it’s only 

twenty-five cents!”  Oh my… 

5 So also we are many persons. But in Christ we are one body. And each part of the body 

belongs to all the other parts. 
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Notice the second sentence.  “But in Christ we are one body.”  A powerful 7-word sentence.  Let’s 

say word 2, 3, 4, 5. Ready…In Christ we are one.  (repeat louder) IN CHRIST WE ARE ONE!  

Yes, team Jesus.  Not uniformity, but unity, 

 
6 We all have gifts. They differ according to the grace God has given to each of us. Do you 

have the gift of prophecy? Then use it according to the faith you have. 

 

The writer of Romans, the Apostle Paul, continues in verse 7 talking about some of the gifts.  We 

will summarize them in just a moment.  Notice the first sentence of verse 6.  “We all have gifts.”  

Important word ALL.  We ALL have gifts.  Turn to the person you are sitting by and say, “You 

have a gift.” xxxx We are all called, and will continue to be called to use our gifts for God’s 

purpose and glory. 

 

From children to the eldest we have gifts.  All have gifts.  Gifts are to be used for the body, that is 

for the team.  Each should use these gifts that God has given.  Find your gift, use it for Him. 

 

Paul says “if gift of prophecy---then use it according to the faith you have.”  “If you have the gift 

of serving, then serve.”    

 

I continue to be amazed at those that serve and serve wanting no accolades or applause.  But I am 

going to mention a couple of behind the scenes groups that are honoring God and are part of the 

body/team and are using their gifts of service.  You will notice in the pews today we have ink 

pens with Palm Harbor United Methodist Church for you to take notes or fill out the Connect 

Card.  Those did not ‘poof’ and appear.  You may not even know that we have teams of 

Sanctuary Clean Up Crews that come in on Saturdays.  Different teams come on different 

Saturdays.  They put those pens in yesterday, they straighten things in the pew they make sure 

things are ready for Sunday.  I would like for those Sanctuary clean up crews to stand.  I’m so 

glad you are part of the team. 

 

Where would a football team be if they did not have all those that worked behind the scenes.  

Can you image what would happen if a player went to their locker and their uniform was not 

there? Or during the game they needed the water and the person serving handing out the water 

had forgot to get the water.  Everyone is important on a team no matter where they serve. 

 

Paul goes on and says, “if (your gift) is teaching, then teach.”  Now again let me stop and say 

serving and teaching happens a lot on Sundays.  We have people teaching children, people 

teaching youth and students, and people teaching adults.  If you lead and teach small groups of 

any kind on Sunday would you stand. xxxxx 

 

Oh, and there are always room for more.  Our team is not capped because we have too many on 

the team.  We need you to Say Yes and serve, teach and use your gifts.   

 

Paul says if your gift is “encouraging others---then encourage them.”  Oh, in this day and time 

we need encouragers.  Use that gift and encourage others. 
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Paul says if your gift is “giving to others---then give freely.”  Beloved let me pause just a moment 

and say a word about the gift of giving.  This is one of the most, or perhaps the most giving church 

I have served concerning missions.  From Missions of the Month, Children’s Home, Pack a Sack 

the list could go on and on.  However, did you know that year to date we are $30,000 behind our 

operating and program budget.  We do not spend what we do not have.  So, $30,000 of planned 

ministry through the budget will not be able to happen. 

 

Now on this “game day” let me equate this to Football stadiums.  I believe tickets for the Bucs 

game starting at around $100.  Parking is $25.  And then there is a hotdog for about $7.50 and then 

a soda for another 3-5 dollars.  One entry into the game and you are already looking at close to 

$150 at least.  Hmm, and today you put how much into the offering?  Ah, oh…getting a bit 

personal. Friends, just a reminder…give to the General Budget as well so we can continue to be 

able to do the ministries God has called us to.  Go Team Jesus!!!! 

 

Paul says in this passage if your gift is showing mercy---do it cheerfully. 

 

A team is known by how they play.  And with social media they are also known for what they say 

and do after game day.  If we see Sunday as game day…then we need to be reminded as Team 

Jesus that we are known how we ‘play’ and by what we do and say after game day.  We are being 

watched by others.   

 

Next week we begin a new sermon series called “Fake Christianity.”  I hope that you will join us 

as we begin the series with Fake Christianity:  Churchism (logo) 

 

As a reminder we normally have 3 worship services on Game Day, I mean Sunday.  Same pep 

talk/message is given at all 3.  At 8:05 it includes a blending of music and also a hymn with 

piano/organ.  At 9:30 is a variety of worship experiences and music.  There is a choir at both the 

8:05 and 9:30. At the 11:05 there is church feel with modern presentation.  The music examples 

include music from Elevation Worship, Vertical, Jesus Culture. 

 

Wouldn’t it be something if a coach was giving a pep talk in the locker room.  He was getting the 

team all ready to go out for the victory.  He has them fired up.  They are chanting, they are jumping 

up and down.  They do that huddle thing---and shout “Go Team.”  And then they go and somehow 

the doors are locked and they can’t get out of the locker room.  They have no way to get in the 

game. 

 

Friends we want you to “Get in the Game.” (image) Do something for Jesus!  Leave this place and 

let your light shine.  Be a witness. 

 

Team Jesus.  Saw this shirt online…. (image) and I thought it was interesting.  “Team Jesus now 

hiring.  Apply from within.”  Romans 10: 9.”  It starts within. 

 

 “Romans 10:9 New International Reader's Version (NIRV) 9 Say with your mouth, “Jesus is 

Lord.” Believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead. Then you will be saved. 
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We want you to be on Team Jesus.  We need you on Team Jesus.  Your faith, your service, your 

teaching, your encouraging, your giving, your leadership, your acts of mercy. 

 

Team Jesus.  Differences and diversity among us…we are one team.  We are focused on Jesus 

and what He has said and what He has done for us. 

 

COMMUNION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


