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As we continue our series on Paradoxes I am still learning that Paradox is a hard concept to 

understand.  This is why the sermon series is entitled, “Say What?”  A paradox is a confusing or 

seemingly conflicting statement.  And yet last Sunday on the way out, a church member with a 

glean in his eyes said, “If I were rich and had 2 speedboats, would I then have a Pair of Docks?”  

(Thanks Gary Brelsford) 

 

So today we continue the “Say What?” series.  Sometimes what is written just doesn’t make 

since.  For example the following picture is an actual note from a National Park.  (Image) “Our 

visit was wonderful but we never saw any bears.  Please train your bears to be where guests can 

see them.  This was an expensive trip to not to get to see bears.”   SAY WHAT? 

 

So we find what is written in acts to also be one of those paradoxical, “Say What?” moments.  

The Apostle Paul is speaking and says “remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he 

himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.”Acts 20:35 

 

Now let’s be honest.  I feel pretty blessed when I receive.  How about you?  Huh, huh, huh.  I 

may receive a birthday card, a gift card, a Christmas present…..a smile, a hug…I may receive a 

compliment and well….I feel blessed.  In fact I must say many times I feel very blessed…I have 

received so much.  And yet Paul says that Jesus says, “It is more blessed to give than to receive.”  

As blessed as I am to receive, notice it says that we are more blessed when we give.  Say what? 

 

Allow me to show a street sign that to me is a Paradox.  It is confusing, opposite, and well….also 

funny.  (image…Electric Avenue, No Outlet)  Say what?  Shocking isn’t it?  Well I want to 

make sure that you understand today that there is an Outlet here at PHUMC for both giving and 

receiving.  And as was said the true blessing comes in giving rather than receiving. 

 

Now let me a make a comment about our scripture.  Paul definitely says that these are the words 

of Jesus.  This is a very rare incident where if you try to look up where Jesus said this you will 

not be able to find it.  It is not recorded in our Gospels. You will not find a scripture reference to 

refer to. However, there are many things that Jesus did and said that was not recorded.  Paul must 

have been told that Jesus said this and there is no reason to think that Jesus did not actually say 

it.   

 

So using the phrase “more blessed to give than to receive” let’s see how we can have an outlet to 

give and truly see what a blessing it is when we do give.  There are several ways that we can 

give, and I’m not just talking financial. 
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Last week Ken Martin as our Go Pillar leader shared with us some amazing numbers and photo’s 

of some local missions that you participated in.  When the congregation last week heard what 

you here at PHUMC did there was applause, delight, and even a little shock.  A shock of wow I 

didn’t know we provided shoes and backpacks.  There was a wave of blessing that overtook this 

place.  Now did you note that we were the ones being blessed, and yet you were the givers?  But 

as the givers you actually were the blessing receivers and were more blessed than the actual 

receivers.  Are you with me?  Xxxxx 

 

You see by our service we give we receive a blessing.  Better to give than to receive. In the 

passage that Dennis Briggs our Stewardship Chair read for us this morning….. “we must help the 

weak.”  

Matthew 25:35-46 English Standard Version (ESV)35 For I was hungry and you gave me 

food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36 I was 

naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to 

me.’ 37 Then the righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and 

feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? 38 And when did we see you a stranger and 

welcome you, or naked and clothe you? 39 And when did we see you sick or in prison and 

visit you?’ 40 And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the 

least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’ 

I have seen grown adult men brought to tears when they have given through serving and they 

have been blessed.  Oh, it’s a blessing to receive….but nothing like the blessing when we give.  

You give and receive a blessing by your service.  It might be missions and outreach, it might be 

helping with coffee and donuts, it might be greeting, ushering, greeting in the parking lot, 

teaching Children Sunday School, mentoring and being a part of our Youth and Student 

Ministries. (PB and J marathon coming up…a very intergenerational mission All Ages All In) I 

will guarantee you that when you volunteer and serve you WILL be blessed.   

The blessing comes in knowing as the parable says that Jesus told that you are “doing it to Him.” 

Imagine each person you greet is Jesus.  Each car you park has Jesus in it.  Each person you hand 

a bulletin to is Jesus.  Would that make a difference the way we do our service? 

Something happens in our heart when we serve.  It’s a heart thing.  When I hear and see what I 

did last Sunday my heart leaps and I am blessed.  When on Wednesday I see around 60 children 

for Kidz Choir, Cherub Choir, and God’s Rodz’ and all those volunteering and serving….I am 

blessed. It more blessed to give than to receive. 

If you are having a case of the blahs….try helping someone.  Try volunteering.  Call the church 

and see how you can help!  You will be blessed!   

In conjunction with service is the giving of our time.  I guess you could say it might be one in the 

same, but I want to emphasize when you give your time you are blessed. 
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1 Peter 4:10English Standard Version (ESV) 
10 As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's varied 

grace:  
 

Notice scripture says that EACH has received a gift.  Yep, that’s right you, I’m talking to you, 

and you and you….you have received a gift….use it to serve one another.  I’ve had a person 

come to me and say, “Well now that I’m retired, I want to be more involved and serve the church 

anyway I can.” And I say….well sorry….can’t use you…..No way.  Praise the Lord!   

 

One gift that God has given each of us is Time.  We all have the same gift of time.  Oh there are 

many days that I wish I had more time.  There are many days when I say, “Where did time go?”  

But you know what….I have only one today.  After these 24 hours are past there will never be 

any like it again.  How can the gift of time be a blessing?  Give of your time and receive a 

blessing. 

 

And yes….unapologetically I am going to say that not only our service and our time, but with 

our finances it is more blessed to give than to receive.  In fact we give so that others may receive.  

That others may receive the Lord Jesus Christ and His love. 

 

Mike Holmes in Relevant Magazine (July 10, 2013) had an article entitled: What Would Happen 

if the Church Tithed?  How giving 10 percent could change the world.  

The church of today is not great at giving.  This isn’t exactly news. But it is a statistical fact:  

Tithers make up only 10-25 percent of a normal congregation.  Only 5 percent of the U.S. tithes, 

with 80 percent of Americans only giving 2 percent of their income.  Christians are only giving 

at 2.5 percent per capita, while during the Great Depression they gave at a 3.3 percent rate.  

(My friends did you hear that….he is saying that are giving percentage was greater in the Great 

Depression era.) 

 

The truth is: Giving is a heart issue, not a money issue.  

 

Numbers like that can invoke a lot of guilt, which isn’t really the point. The larger point is what 

would happen if believers were to increase their giving to a minimum of, let's say, 10 percent. 

There would be an additional $165 billion for churches to use and distribute. The global impact 

would be phenomenal. Here's just a few things the Church could do with the kind of money:  

$25 billion could relieve global hunger, starvation and deaths from preventable diseases in five 

years.  

$12 billion could eliminate illiteracy in five years.   

$15 billion could solve the world’s water and sanitation issues, specifically at places in the world 

where 1 billion people live on less than $1 per day.   

$1 billion could fully fund all overseas mission work.  

$100 – $110 billion would still be left over for additional ministry expansion.   

The truth is: Giving is a heart issue, not a money issue.  

 

 

http://www.christianitytoday.com/gleanings/2013/may/inside-look-at-church-attenders-who-tithe-most.html
http://church-development.com/Quick-Stats-The%2095-Who-Dont-Tithe
http://www.churchleaders.com/pastors/pastor-how-to/151049-brian-dodd-generous-church-ten-top-characteristics.html
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Oh beloved…what could PHUMC do?  We see great giving and great things being done through 

our missions and outreach and it needs to continue and even strengthen.  Now that the mortgage 

is paid off now what?  The money we were spending on the mortgage went to ministry resources, 

staff, and maintenance and Trustees.   But what if…what if.. we really embraced this Biblical 

concept and realize the more we give the more blessed we become.  

 

Think of what we can do…we give here at PHUMC and are involved in equipping and providing 

classes and training. And we are blessed.  We give here and make sure that our facilities are 

taken care of.  Not just maintained, but repaired, maintained AND enhanced. That needs to be 

done so we can continue effective ministry in this very place.  I could give you an entire laundry 

list of items we have in our Strategic Plan that needs to happen to our facilities by 2020.  The 

blessings come in as you realize that in giving others have received a blessing.  We need to give 

and invest in developing families to honor God!  Does that mean more staff, more ministries?  

Oh to think beyond our current giving and really reflect on heart giving. 

 

PHUMC is a healthy church.  A church that is blessing others as they give in missions, it is a 

unique place that offers intergenerational ministries.  All Ages! All In!  From the youngest to the 

most senior all working, serving, giving together.  This church is not ordinary. Now I could talk 

a lot about that…but today I mean it in a very positive way.  There is so much more that could 

happen.  There is more ministry to be done. To be honest all that is lacking is more giving.   

 

Now Mark and I had it out when on a Sunday where I was going to mention money he had the 

choir sing “Jesus Paid it All.”  No…we laughed together. And yes Jesus did pay it all for our 

salvation….however….He is counting on you to help and pay for ministries of the local church. 

 

I heard a story once where a pastor had everyone stand up and asked them to reach forward to 

the person in front of them and get into that person’s purse or wallet and get their money and 

then to give like you’ve always wanted to give but never have.  It’s a matter of the heart. 

2 Corinthians 8:7New International Version (NIV) 7 But since you excel in everything—in 

faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in the love we have kindled in 

you[a]—see that you also excel in this grace of giving. 

Yes, excel in this grace of giving.  It’s a paradox.  It is better to give than to receive.  Every 

Sunday we pass around an offering plate.  I still remember a dear old saint in the first church I 

served as solo pastor.  Sarah was sitting on the end of the pew and the dear man went to move 

the plate from the row in front of her to her row….and hit her in the head with the offering 

plates. 

How we give has changed over my years of ministry.  There was a time when every time the 

offering plate was passed you felt “obligated” to put something in it.  But now we have people 

writing checks…and maybe give their entire tithe on one Sunday.  They even may feel a bit 

awkward when the plate is passed and they pass it to the next person without putting anything in 

because they have already given.  Guilt be gone.  And by the way to the others….stop looking to 

see if the person next to you is putting anything in.   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+8%3A7&version=NLT;NIV#fen-NIV-28940a
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But do you also know that now you can give by Electronic Fund Transfer.  It’s like the 

Automatic payment of your bills that many of you do.  You can set up an Electronic Fund 

Transfer for the church and have it automatically transfer.  This is helpful if you travel a lot….or 

keep forgetting to bring that checkbook.  Contact Michelle in our Business Office. 

But times have continued to change.  Now many churches are equipped for people to give 

electronically through the website or even Smartphone.  Someone may ask….when are we going 

to do that? Xxxx   Glad you asked. Done did it.  We are ready!  On our website, that you can pull 

up on your Smartphone or home computer you will find this screen (Image screen shot/website) 

You will notice center right there is a green box that says “Give Online.”  It is a secure giving 

format.  You will need to enter your email and a password of your choosing and then you will 

find a Donation page (Image of screen shot/drop down)  You can make a selection from many 

categories…General Budget, Capital Improvements, Pack a Sack, Endowment Fund, etc.   

But friends no matter how you give….may you do so knowing that it really an issue of the heart. 

2 Corinthians 9:7New Living Translation (NLT) 7 You must each decide in your heart how 

much to give. And don’t give reluctantly or in response to pressure. “For God loves a 

person who gives cheerfully.” 

Now wouldn’t we all give differently if we realize that it is a matter of the heart, and we were 

giving cheerfully.  Wouldn’t we give differently if we realize the paradox that is more blessed to 

give than to receive. 

Churches collect offerings in different ways.  I’ve been told that churches in foreign countries 

and other cultures see their offering as a special form of worship.  They celebrate what they give, 

they rejoice that they are able to give, they…well….they dance….. 

 (Video:    https://youtu.be/f1l81GJ9qhc ) 

So….are you ready to give?  I have the plate….come on…dance on down. 

No we are not going to do that.  But I am going to ask the ushers to come forward.  No matter if 

you give a check, give by electronic fund transfer, go to our website or give online via your 

Smartphone….give cheerfully and realize that it is a Biblical fact…..We are more blessed to give 

than to receive.  It is something we get to do not something we have to do.  Oh are you ready to 

surrender all…your time, your service and your giving to be a blessing to others.  I guarantee 

you will be the one blessed.  Here at PHUMC we want to lift high the cross of Jesus.  We need to 

lift it high, lift it high lift it high.  God is calling us for something much more.  With your help 

and God’s blessing….it will happen. 

 

https://youtu.be/f1l81GJ9qhc

