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This is our second sermon on Renegade Gospel.  Last week we talked about Discovering the Rebel 

Jesus.  I mentioned that the title from the book we are using by Mike Slaughter pastor of the 4000 

attended United Methodist Church, Ginghamsburg in Tipp City, Ohio, makes us a little 

uncomfortable.  And yes during this Lenten season we may be uncomfortable with the setting and 

your preacher preaching from a pulpit (that is when I stay behind the pulpit) with graffiti "R" on 

it.  The uncomfortableness is part of the setting and the message.  In this Lenten sermon series we 

may even end up being a little uncomfortable with the words of Jesus. 

 

It is hard to believe that it was in the Fall of 2014 when I took a Renewal/Sabbatical leave.  Oh, 

and I took Sarah with me.  I came back renewed, refreshed, revived and ready.  When we were 

visiting her brother in Bowling Green, Kentucky she stayed and visited and I went to Mammoth 

Cave National Park, which is relatively nearby. 

 

Now this is not necessarily "politically correct," but in the cave they have a pass called Fat Man's 

Misery (IMAGE). Now Fat Man Misery is quite narrow.  Here is another shot of a guy trying to 

get through. (IMAGE).  There were places where the rocks were shiny, as if people had struggled 

to get through.  In fact several places I even had to turn sideways to get through.  It wasn't that tall 

either...in most places that was not an issue for me! 

 

Now some people would not, could not have made it through that rock formation...it would have 

been misery.  With that in mind let's look at some scripture. 

 

Matthew 7:13 and 14= Enter by the narrow gate.  For the gate is wide and the way is easy 

that leads to destruction, and those who enter by it are many. (14) For the gate is narrow and 

the way is hard that leads to life, and those who find it are few. 

 

Fat Man's Misery at Mammoth Cave was pretty narrow.  There may have been some who took a 

look at it and said,  "Huh, uh.  Ain't now way!"   

 

This red letter verse, meaning Jesus is saying these words, says in verse 14....the gate is narrow 

and it is hard.  He is talking about the road to eternal spiritual life.  Friends no where will you find 

that Christianity is easy.  It is hard.  And yet in verse 13 it says that the gate that leads to destruction 

is wise. 

 

Now we can take the easy way...the wide gate, or the narrow way which is much more difficult. 

I found this cartoon that I liked (IMAGE).  We are cruising along the highway of life, we are 

comfortable and cozy...and we find the narrow gate and we say "That's unfortunate!" 
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The way is tough and hard...but we have often made Christianity soft and too easy.  The first 300 

years after Jesus did you know church was illegal.  It was called the age of the martyrs.  Many 

were killed because of standing up for their faith.  The word martyr in Greek means "witness."  

Now that is interesting.  How many here think we should be a witness for Jesus?  But since martyr 

means witness would I get the same response if I asked how many are going to be a martyr for 

Jesus? 

 

Christianity became legal again in 313 A.D. When Constantine issued the Edict of Milan legalizing 

Christian worship.  Up to this point saying that Jesus is Lord was actually considered treason.   

 

Slaughter says this in his book, "Our commitment to Jesus means commitment to a revolutionary 

lifestyle, in which we do not subjugate our allegiance to Christ to any other priority.  The 

commitment means ensuring that our lifestyle is in alignment with a kingdom of God worldview."  

(Page 41) 

 

As Jesus says in Matthew (6:33) "Seek first the kingdom of God."  The kingdom of God must be 

first above any other allegiance.  Now let me repeat something I said in the message I gave on 

Ashe Wednesday, the message entitled, Jesus:  Radical, Renegade, Rebel.  In that message I said 

this: I am proud to be an American. I pledge allegiance to this United States of America. I am 

blessed to be living here with all of the rights, privileges, and blessings that we are able to have. 

The freedom we have in many ways is because it was sacrificially fought by our military. 

However....in reality...a spiritual reality....I am not of this world. I am in the world, but not of the 

world.  My true allegiance is a heavenly allegiance. 

 

Slaughter you will find in the book and video that goes with the small groups that he and I differed 

in his methodology.  I have no problem Pledging Allegiance to the Flag....one nation under God.  

Now understand what Slaughter says.  He says, "allegiance" to God's kingdom must supersede our 

allegiance to the nation and state."  Friends I agree...it's Biblical.  First is the Kingdom of God.  

Don't miss the point he is trying to make.  Our utmost allegiance should be to Jesus. For me that 

means I can pledge allegiance to the flag knowing that I'm proud to be an American as I put my 

hand over my heart, stand in respect...but also knowing with all due respect what is most important 

is that I am not American I am first and foremost a Christian who believes that Jesus is Lord.  I 

also have the blessing of being an American. In essence my true citizenship is in heaven....Are you 

with me? Xxxx 

 

Also please note that is no such thing as a private faith.  By nature our faith is meant to be in 

community.  It is our job to witness.  March 6th....Harvest America....fill out those prayer 

cards...and INVITE.  Invite people to hear the opportunity and have the chance to know that Jesus 

is Lord.   

 

We do this with the full realization that the gate is narrow.  Jesus says the following and it really 

makes us sit up and say, "What?? 
 

Matthew 7:21. "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of 

heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven."   
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This is where we say, "Say what?"  In fact Jesus says people with prophesy, cast out demons and 

do some great works, but in the end He will say "I never knew you: depart from me."   

 

Wow.  That's scary.  Yep.  Narrow is the gate.  When then how will we know?  Are you living a 

revolutionary lifestyle?  Are you doing the will of God? Jesus says the one who does the will of 

God will enter the Kingdom of heaven. 

 

Rev. Slaughter puts it this way, "Every person who names Jesus as Lord had better be prepared to 

die for Jesus, be arrested for Jesus, and, yes, even live for Jesus." (Slaughter, Renegade Gospel, 

page 49) 

 

Whoa....this is revolutionary lifestyle.  That graffiti R...renegade, rebel, revolutionary. 

 

So now let's put this in context of the first century church.  To do so we go to the Book of Acts.   

(Acts 17) You heard this morning a story where Paul and Silas are in Thessalonica.  They were 

preaching Jesus.  They were preaching Jesus, the cross and the resurrection.  The Jews got upset.  

Why yes they would...this is revolutionary.  Remember this is the Rebel Jesus who said, "I am the 

way, the truth and the life, no one comes to the Father, but by me."   

 

The Jews are upset and form a mob.  They attacked the house of Jason because they thought that 

was where Paul and Silas were.  However, Paul and Silas were not there. But they did drag Jason 

out of his house and some other believers.  Notice what they said,  

 

"These men who have turned the world upside down have come here also..." Acts 17:6 

 

In fact it says this mob was shouting this, "THESE MEN WHO HAVE TURNED THE WORLD 

UPSIDE DOWN HAVE COME HERE ALSO..." 

 

They then say that they are all acting against the decrees of Caesar saying that there is "another 

King."  Guess who that King is?  Xxxxxxx.  JESUS. 

 

Friends we have just encountered the revolutionary lifestyle by these first century Christians.  Look 

again at these words.   

 

Who have turned the world upside down 

 

Who have turned their world upside down.  Have you turned your world upside down?  Does the 

world notice that you have different standards, values and allegiances?  You can help turn your 

world upside down by praying, inviting, bringing.  The only way for people to get into the kingdom 

is through this narrow gate....Jesus' words not mine. 

 

We have the opportunity to make a decision to follow Jesus.  It won't be easy.  In fact Jesus says 

it will be hard.   

I have decided to follow Jesus; no turning back, no turning back. 
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What if you are the only one on your block or your street will you still follow?  Students what 

about peer pressure. Though none go with me, I still will follow; no turning back, no turning 

back. 

 

The world is going to do everything it can to discourage you, defeat you, and distract you.  Are 

you willing to say. The world behind me, the cross before me; no turning back, no turning back? 

 

Maybe you know Ridley Havergal.  Okay, maybe not.  She died at the age of 42 in 1879. She 

wrote the hymn "Take My Life and Let it Be."  The first line says, "Take my life and let it be 

consecrated Lord to thee." 

 

Here is what Miss Havergal said about her inspiration for writing this hymn: "I went for a little 

visit of five days. There were ten persons in the house, some unconverted and long prayed for, 

some converted but not rejoicing Christians." 

 

Now let me stop right there.  She calls some people converted, but not rejoicing Christians.  I 

like this lady.  We should be converted and rejoicing Christians.  Woo-how?  Woo-hoo. 

 

She goes on to say this: He gave me the prayer, “Lord, give me all in this house!” And He just 

did! Before I left the house everyone had got a blessing. The last night of my visit I was too 

happy to sleep, and passed most of the night in praise and renewal of my own consecration, and 

these little couplets formed themselves and chimed in my heart one after another, till they 

finished with, “Ever, ONLY, ALL for Thee!” 

 

Oh my life 

My moments 

My days 

My hands 

My feet 

My voice 

My lips, 

My finances 

My intellect 

My will---make it be yours Lord 

Take my heart. 

Take my love. 

Take myself...and I will be///here it is///EVER ONLY, ALL, FOR THEE. 

 

 

Let us pray: 

"Lord, in the midst of my doubts, skepticism, and uncertainty, I make the commitment today not 

only to confess you with my lips as Lord Jesus but to go where you are going and do what you 

are doing.  I will leave nor route for retreat or escape.  I will be called by your name, and I will 

be numbered among your people.  And it is in your name Jesus, that I pray.  Amen." 

(Prayer from Slaughter's book, page 54) 


