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A verse that was read earlier in the service is often a verse that is linked to God and country.  Let’s 

take a look:   

2 Chronicles 7:14 (NIV) 14 if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves 

and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, 

and I will forgive their sin and will heal their land. 

It is often used as if God will automatically bless our land, however, let’s look at the verse more 

closely. It contains a conditional clause.  An if/then scenario.  If this takes place…then…this will 

happen.  For example:  If I keep this sermon short….then you will get to your eating place quicker. 

 

Notice the if conditions in this verse:  If my people: 

1.  Humble themselves. 

2.  Pray 

3.  Seek my face. 

4. Turn from their wicked ways. 

 

That is the “if” part and now for the “then” part.  If people humble themselves, pray, seek God’s 

face and turn from their wicked ways THEN He will: 

1.  Hear from heaven. 

2.  Forgive their sin. 

3.  Heal their land. 

 

Beloved, it is conditional.  To ask God to bless we need to humble ourselves, pray, seek His face 

and turn from our wicked ways.   

 

Restoration Project.  Last week we talked about Restoration of Families.  This week we look at 

what it means in spiritual restoration to have God In His Proper Place. 

 

Where is God in your priority list?  Let me use an example from a famous comic sketch by Abbott 

and Costello from years ago.  Lou Costello was short---he was 5’5’’.  Hey, I’m 5 feet five.  Bud 

Abbott was 5 feet 8.  Rev. Cathy how tall are you?  Xxxx  Okay that will do.  Close enough.  Come 

on over and play Bud Abbott. 

 

(Image of Abbott and Costello) 
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Who’s on first? 

Abbott: Strange as it may seem, they give ball players nowadays very peculiar names. 

Costello: Funny names? 

Abbott: Nicknames, nicknames. Now, on the St. Louis team we have Who's on first, What's on 

second, I Don't Know is on third-- 

Costello: That's what I want to find out. I want you to tell me the names of the fellows on the St. 

Louis team. 

Abbott: I'm telling you. Who's on first, What's on second, I Don't Know is on third-- 

Costello: You know the fellows' names? 

Abbott: Yes. 

Costello: Well, then who's playing first? 

Abbott: Yes. 

Costello: I mean the fellow's name on first base. 

Abbott: Who. 

Costello: The fellow playin' first base. 

Abbott: Who. 

Costello: The guy on first base. 

Abbott: Who is on first. 

Costello: Well, what are you askin' me for? 

Abbott: I'm not asking you--I'm telling you. Who is on first. 

Costello: I'm asking you--who's on first? 

Abbott: That's the man's name. 

Costello: That's who's name? 

Abbott: Yes. 
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Oh my….let me ask you:  “Who’s on first?”  xxxx  Now let me  rephrase it just a bit.  In your life 

who’s on first?  Are you with me?   Xxxx  Don’t say, “I don’t know”….he’s on third base. 

 

Who’s on first---concerning priorities in your life?  Who’s on first---concerning your time and 

service?  Who’s on first concerning your loyalties.   Don’t say…what…cause he’s on second base.  

Whoever is on first is your god. 

 

In the Ten Commandments in Exodus 20 (verse 3)  God says “You should have no other gods 

before me.”  Did you know that possessions, education, career, technology, money and even family 

can be y our god? 

 

Now there is nothing wrong with any of those, but God needs to be first.  Who’s on first? 

 

The following story is told of Mark Twain (image).  A Mormon acquaintance once pushed Mark 

Twain into an argument on the issue of polygamy (having more than one wife). After long and 

tedious expositions justifying the practice, the Mormon demanded that Twain cite any passage of 

scripture expressly forbidding polygamy. 

 

"Nothing easier," Twain replied. "No man can serve two masters.” 

Just kidding.  But let’s look at that scripture:  Matthew 6:24 (NIV) 24 “No one can serve two 

masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will be devoted to the one 

and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money. 

You can’t have 2 masters.  There cannot be 2 number 1’s.  Someone has to be first. Who’s on first?   

If in my spiritual restoration God is not first then my relationship with my wife and family is not 

what it needs to be.   

A.W. Tozer said this:  “As God is exalted to the right place in our lives, a thousand problems are 

solved all at once.”   

In our own restoration project let’s make God first.  Humble yourselves.  Seek His face.  Pray.  

Turn from your wicked ways. 

We may have lots of wants in our life.  We may also have lots of needs. However, (image)—we 

don’t need to get richer, we don’t need to get better, we don’t need to do well, we don’t need to be 

loved, we don’t need to be happier…we need JESUS.  When we have Jesus there is fulfillment.  

Actor Denzel Washington has won 3 Golden Globe Awards, 1 Tony Award and 2 Academy 

Awards.  He is a strong Christian.  In 2015 he gave the commencement address at Dillard 

University in New Orleans, Louisiana.   
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He gave several points in his Commencement Address, but notice his first point.  “Number one: 

Put God first. Put God first in everything you do. (image) Everything that you think you see in 

me. Everything that I’ve accomplished, everything that you think I have – and I have a few 

things. Everything that I have is by the grace of God.” 

That’s great that he said that.  But he got it from somewhere.  Check out Proverbs 3:6 Living 

Bible  6 In everything you do, put God first, and he will direct you and crown your efforts 

with success. 

Towards the very end of Denzel’s Commencement Address he says this: “Finally, I pray that you 

put your slippers way under the bed tonight, so that when you wake up in the morning you have 

to get on your knees to reach them.  And while you’re down there, say thank you for grace, thank 

you for mercy, thank you for understanding, thank you for wisdom, thank you for parents, thank 

you for love, thank you for kindness, thank you for humility, thank you for peace, thank you for 

prosperity. Say thank you in advance for what’s already yours.” 

A couple were invited to spend the weekend at the husband’s employer’s home.  The employer’s 

wife, named Arlene, was nervous about the weekend. The boss was very wealthy, with a fine home 

on the waterway, and cars costing more than her house. 

The first day and evening went well, and Arlene was delighted to have this rare glimpse into how 

the very wealthy live. The husband’s employer was quite generous as a host, and took them to the 

finest restaurants. Arlene knew she would never have the opportunity to indulge in this kind of 

extravagance again, so was enjoying herself immensely. 

As the three of them were about to enter an exclusive restaurant that evening, the boss was walking 

slightly ahead of Arlene and her husband. He stopped suddenly, looking down on the pavement 

for a long, silent moment. 

Arlene wondered if she was supposed to pass him. There was nothing on the ground except a single 

darkened penny that someone had dropped, and a few cigarette butts. Still silent, the man reached 

down and picked up the penny. 

He held it up and smiled, then put it in his pocket as if he had found a great treasure. How absurd! 

What need did this man have for a single penny? Why would he even take the time to stop and 

pick it up? 

Throughout dinner, the entire scene nagged at her. Finally, she could stand it no longer. She 

casually mentioned that her daughter once had a coin collection, and asked if the penny he had 

found had been of some value.  A smile crept across the man’s face as he reached into his pocket 

for the penny and held it out for her to see. She had seen many pennies before! What was the point 

of this?  ‘Look at it,’ he said. ‘Read what it says.’ She read the words ‘  United States of America 

.’  ‘No, not that; read further.’‘One cent?’  ‘No, keep reading.’ ‘In God we Trust?’  ‘Yes!’  ‘And… 

?’ 
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He explained, ‘And if I trust in God, the name of God is holy, even on a coin. Whenever I find a 

coin I see that inscription. It is written on every single  United States coin, but we never seem to 

notice it! God drops a message right in front of me telling me to trust Him. Who am I to pass it 

by? When I see a coin, I pray, I stop to see if my trust IS in God at that moment. I pick the coin up 

as my response to God; that I do trust in Him. For a short time, at least, I cherish it as if it were 

gold. I think it is God’s way of starting a conversation with me. Lucky for me, God is patient and 

pennies are plentiful! ‘ – Author Unknown 

(penny image) 

Yes I am a citizen of the United States of America, but I belong to the Kingdom of God!!!!  In 

God I trust. 

The Apostle Paul says in the book of Romans (6:18), “Now you are free from your slavery to 

sin…”   If we are free from our slavery to sin…why then that is our Independence Day! “My chains 

are gone, I’ve been set free, my God, my Savior ransomed me.  Unending love…amazing grace.” 

I’ve been set free!(from Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone)   

Proverbs 3:5 New Living Translation  5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart; do not depend on 

your own understanding. 

In God We Trust. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


