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REJECTION MUST FALL 

I SAMUEL 16:1-13 
 

In our scripture lesson this morning we learn a lot more about why David’s brother Eliab was not 

really thrilled to see him when he showed up on the battlefield.  It all started when God told Samuel 

to go to Bethlehem and anoint one of Jesse’s sons to be the future king of Israel.  Samuel was not 

happy about it, but he did what he was told.  Samuel went to Jesse and waited for God to indicate 

which one of Jesse’s sons was the chosen one.  Jesse brings each son forward starting with oldest, 

Eliab.  As the oldest Eliab had every right to expect that he would be the chosen one.  But God 

rejected him.  Then God rejected each of the other six sons.  None was the right one.   Finally, Samuel 

asked if there were any more sons and Jesse admitted that his youngest was out in the field tending 

the sheep.  Samuel instructed Jesse to send someone out to the field where David was tending the 

sheep and have him come in…and sure enough, David was the one God had chosen. David was 

anointed by Samuel.  He would be the king of Israel.   

 

Now I’m sure this did not exactly make David popular with his brothers.  How do you think Eliab 

felt?  I’m sure he was jealous and felt rejected.  Each of the brothers must have felt rejection.  Why 

had God not chosen them?   

 

For Eliab it was particularly disappointing.   The oldest son was the one who was deemed special and 

the one who inherited the father’s wealth.  But, no, it was not the oldest who was chosen, it was the 

youngest.   

 

Perhaps this is a good reminder that God works in his own way.  It is not by strength of men that 

battles are won, it is by the work of God.  God chooses the weak things to confound the strong, the 

simple things to upend the wise. 

 

Perhaps God chose the youngest of all as a way of showing, it’s not the outward appearance that 

impresses God…it‘s a heart of faith. 

 

When I was a child, my younger brother, Ricky was two years younger than me.  He was one of those 

gregarious, happy, adorable children.  My mother use to say,”Ricky has the sweetest disposition.”  

GRRRR.  I guess that meant I didn’t have the sweetest disposition…which might have been true but I 

sure didn’t like hearing it.  While I loved my little brother, I sensed that he was mother’s favorite.  I 

could really sympathize with Eliab. 

 

So, when David arrives with food…bread and cheese… for his brothers.  He hears the taunts of 

Goliath and ask what kind of reward Saul was offering to the man who defeated Goliath.  Eliab hears 



David talking with the soldiers and he is angry.  What is he doing?  He demands to know what David 

is doing there, why he’s not minding the sheep. 

 

According to Louie Giglio, in a perfect world, Eliab would have been happy to see his little brother. 

When David showed up at the battle, Eliab would have been proud of him.  He would have said “Hey 

everybody, this is my little brother.  He’s going to be the King of Israel one day.  I get to be the older 

brother of the King of Israel…isn’t that amazing.   He would say to David, “Man, I’m glad you’re here.  

Thank for coming and bringing us food.” 

 

But, Eliab was bitter.  He had been rejected and he burned with anger.  Rejected people reject 

people.  If you feel rejected, it’s likely you are passing on your sense of rejection to those around you. 

 

Did you know the North American porcupine has around 30,000 quills? These quills can be driven 

into an enemy.  The barbs expand and when they become embedded, the wounds can fester, the 

more dangerous ones, can affect vital organs and can be fatal.  They have two methods of dealing 

with relationships…withdrawal and attack. 

 

In late autumn a young porcupine’s thoughts turn to love.  But love is a risky business when you’re a 

porcupine.  Females are open to dinner and a movie only once a year, the window of opportunity 

closes quickly.  And a girl porcupine’s “no” is a rejection respected by one and all. 

 

So, if you are a porcupine, how do you get close without getting hurt? 

 

This is our problem too.  Everyone of us carries our arsenal of barbs:  rejection, resentment, 

arrogance, selfishness, envy, or contempt.  We use them to protect ourselves from being rejected.  

We will reject before someone else can reject us.  Yet, deep down we really want to get close, to be 

accepted and loved. 

 

Don’t you imagine that David wanted to be loved and accepted by his older brothers?  David not only 

was up against Goliath, he was up against his own brother.  David no doubt felt rebuked and rejected 

by Eliab.   

 

David asked Saul for the opportunity to fight Goliath…and Goliath rejected his offer.  He didn’t think 

David was even remotely a match for Goliath.  So, David had to practically bed for the opportunity 

that to risk his life.   

 



Then he faced Goliath, and Goliath laughed at him and mocked him.  It was seemingly not a good 

day for David’s self-esteem.  Yet, even rejection did not cause David to turn away from battling the 

giant.  David was on a mission.  He was doing battle for God and he was not afraid.  No amount of 

rejection was going to deter him. 

 

Sometimes you feel rejection because of ridicule or a sarcastic remark.   Sometimes it is something 

far more serious…a broken relationship, parents who abandoned you, divorce, even being passed 

over for a promotion or losing a job.  No matter whether it’s something that seems insignificant or 

something traumatic, rejection hurts and can hang on causing pain and damage for years to come. 

 

When I was in my fifth year of a six year term as a District Superintendent, the conference decided to 

eliminate some district offices in order to reduce costs.  My district was one of those eliminated.  

Now there were a couple of superintendents who were already either rotating off or were planning to 

retire.  That left one more superintendent who would no longer be needed.  Now, the bishop and I 

had talked and I told him that I would be willing to leave the cabinet and take an appointment to a 

local church but I thought I also indicated to him that I would like to stay on cabinet to finish my 

term.   However,  I have to admit I was hurt and felt rejected when the announcement was made to 

the cabinet that I would be appointed to the church I had chosen, First, Clearwater.  Now, don’t get 

me wrong.  I loved my appointment to First, Clearwater, but there was always a little bit of bitterness 

toward the conference.  I felt rejected. 

 

Now, I knew that Bishop Whitaker was simply doing his job and that he was doing what he had to do 

but that didn’t mean that it wasn’t painful.  After my retirement I avoided anything conference 

related.  My hurt prevented me from enjoying the fellowship of my fellow pastors and seeing old 

friends at conference events.  Who did my feelings of rejection hurt…no one but me.   

 

Thanks be to God, I have finally melted away those barriers.  Jesus has helped me to slay that giant 

of resentment and I am once again serving God and loving the church. 

 

Even though you know a decision was the right decision, it still hurts when you find out your parents 

are getting a divorce, or you find out you were adopted because your mother simply knew she 

couldn’t give you the care you needed, or that someone else was more qualified for the job you 

wanted and didn’t get, or that your position has been eliminated.  While no one was intending to 

reject you, it feels like rejection. 

 



You know no amount of money or looks, or success can insulate us from the possibility of rejection.  

Some of us have tremendous potential but we don’t want to try anything bold because we don’t want 

to fail.  The easy choice, play it safe, settle for mediocrity…isn’t that better than risking rejection. 

 

Psychologists tell us that one of the most powerful forces in the world is acceptance.  We all crave it.  

That’s why some of you may have friends who are not good for you, but you hang around them 

anyway because they accept you.  They’re not encouraging you to be all God wants you to be.  They 

may not have the same values…but they accept you.  Maybe it’s somebody you’re dating…you know 

this is not a healthy relationship but it’s easier and safer than risking rejection. 

 

According to Louie Giglio the giant of resentment has cousins on both sides of the family.  On the 

one side we have insecurity, low self-esteem, low self-worth, inferiority and even self-hate. 

 

On the other side of the family…surprisingly…we find perfectionism, being driven to succeed, 

winning at all costs, and being an over-achiever. 

 

Both sets of behavior are rooted in feeling rejected, feeling you are worthless or that you have to 

succeed to be accepted and loved, you have to continually prove yourself to gain acceptance. 

 

One of the outcomes…is that we compare ourselves to others…constantly.  Am I as good as you?  

What would I have to do to be better than you?  How can I prove I am better?  I know, I’ll post my 

picture or my ideas on social media and see how many likes I get.  But, what if I don’t get any likes.  

What if my pictures shows my zits or my age or my sadness?  What then? 

 

God wants us to know in the depths of our hearts and souls, that he who began a good work in us will 

carry it on to completion.  

 

They only thing that can help us move past the giant of rejection is to immerse ourselves in the love 

of Christ.   

 

SCRIPTURE:  EPHESIANS 3:14-19 

 

So, if Jesus loves us this much, he can fill us with love and there will be no more room for hurt and 

feelings of rejection.  He has opened his arms to you and welcomed you into the depths of his heart 

and he will never reject you, no matter how often you fail, no matter how others may reject and 

attempt to hurt you, you will be secure in his love. 



 

 

 


