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Wow, I’m worn out.  This 90 second video was requested by our District Superintendent.  Every 

United Methodist Church in the Gulf Central District was asked to make a video to be shown at 

our cluster church conferences.  I want to thank Jessica Petot our Public Relations Coordinator 

for gathering pictures and especially Chris Steurnagel for the video.  I don’t know if I was 

actually speaking that fast or if Chris compressed my words.  I know he said he had to cut 

because I did go on an on…So much God is doing through you at PHUMC.  Praise the Lord.  It’s 

as if the windows of heaven have opened and there are so many blessings. 

 

We are in between sermon series, so this is what we call a “one off.”  The sermon is “Reaching 

In to Reach Out.”   

 

What you have just seen is a small way PHUMC is reaching in to reach out.  There are 2 primary 

ways I want to focus on.  How can we effective be reaching in to reach out and transform the 

world.  One way is by reaching into our time schedule to be able to reach out to serve. 

 

In that 90 second clip many were in service and ministry and machining a difference in the 

church, community and the world.  That was done because people said yes to serving. 

 

In the Spring we had a “Say Yes” Campaign, asking you to seek God and Say Yes to serve in 

some way. Say Yes to being an usher, Say Yes to serving with children/youth, Say Yes to 

serving in the office, Say Yes to serving in the community. 

 

There are 300 cards on our Say Yes board in the lobby.  Many areas in which we need you to 

serve and make a difference.  Yes, you can make a difference for Christ and be part of the 

solution.  Turn to your neighbor and say, “What me? Xxxx”  Yep, you...every age can find 

something on that Say Yes Card. 

 

1 Peter 4:10 New Living Translation (NLT) 10 God has given each of you a gift from his 

great variety of spiritual gifts. Use them well to serve one another.  

 

God has given EACH, yes EACH of you a gift. Use that gift to Say Yes and to serve one 

another. 

 

My expectation is that by the end of next Sunday those 300 cards are gone. And I’ll say, 

“YES!!!”   

 

I like this quote from Maya Angelou (image) “I’ve learned that you shouldn’t go through life 

with a catcher’s mitt on both hands; you need to be able to throw something back.”   

 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/rxs14bjz3j53nhg/PHUMC%20-%20Community%20Impact%20%26%20Ministry%20Progress%20Video.mp4?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/rxs14bjz3j53nhg/PHUMC%20-%20Community%20Impact%20%26%20Ministry%20Progress%20Video.mp4?dl=0
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Reach into your time schedule and throw something back into the Say Yes Bucket in the Lobby, 

or take to the Welcome Center.  By reaching in you will reach out. 

 

Before I go on to the 2nd part of how we can be reaching into reach out let me share with you my 

excitement for the next 4-week sermon series that begins next week.   Our 4 weeks series will be 

(image) “I want to believe God but...”  We will be looking at different versions of “God” that 

don’t exist because they’re what WE want to believe about the nature of God. When we start to 

put God in a box, we create our own ideas about Him and what He’s supposed to do for us 

Next week: On Demand God: God should always do what I want and always make me happy.  I 

want to believe God, but…I want Him to be On Demand for me.  I hope you will invite someone 

and join us. 

 

How else can we be reaching in to reach out? Malachi 3: 10 Bring all the tithes into the 

storehouse so there will be enough food in my Temple. If you do,” says the LORD of 

Heaven’s Armies, “I will open the windows of heaven for you. I will pour out a blessing so 

great you won’t have enough room to take it in! Try it! Put me to the test!  

 

Literally reaching into your finances to give the Lord a tithe.  A tithe is 10% of your income.  

Tithing is first mentioned in scripture back in Genesis (14:18-20) with Abraham. 

 

Notice this scripture says bring all the tithes into the storehouse---that is the treasury rooms of 

the sanctuary.  Bring all the tithes into the storehouse so there will be enough. 

 

You may look around and say, yes, but look at this storehouse.  Looks pretty good.  We are 

blessed in many ways.  I asked our Finance Manager, Michelle Premuto, to provide some “Did 

You Know? Facts about our finances.  We try to be good stewards, and we can only work with 

what monies are brought into the storehouse. 

 
Here are some interesting did you knows: We are saving $400 a month by changing our Bulletin format.  

By upgrading our air conditioning systems, we have saved over $20,000 a year in electric costs. 

But did you know: 

 It costs $13,000 each month to provide electricity to our church and schools for their day to 

day operations. 

 It costs $1,500 each month to provide telephone and internet services to our church and 

schools for their day to day operations. 

 We spend approximately $1,400 a month for water and sewer. 

 We spend $4,000 each month to provide educational/study ministries to our children, youth 

and adults. 

Now let me mention a seemingly trivial thing.  It’s been said, “If you don’t tell how will they 

know.”  How many like the coffee and donut time before/after service?  It is a great time of 

fellowship and hospitality ministry.  Did you know we budget $14,000 for that?  Oh, but perhaps 

you missed the donation basket.  The donation basket brings in $7000 a year.  So, you can see we 

are in a $7000 ‘donut HOLE.’ My preacher in the church I grew up used to say, “A word to the 

wise is sufficient.”  Are you with me?  Xxxxx 
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And yet we are reaching in to reach out.  And you have.  You gave over $65,000 to Missions of 

the Month in in the last 12 months. Our congregation gave an additional $250,000 for other 

missional support in the last 12 months. 

 

But did you know that this ‘storehouse’ has a flat budget for 2019.  We primarily project our 

budget based on anticipated income.  The only way to have a flat budget in 2019 with fixed 

increases in insurance etc. was to reduce ALL programming budget ministries.  

 

So, let’s get to the why.  Why is it important to give?  Why is it important to tithe?  To me giving 

and tithing is a spiritual issue. 

 

Now some may say, “Tithing is an Old Testament concept.”  Did Jesus even talk about tithing?  

Well the Bible mentions money many times.  Some say as much as 800 times or more.  In Jesus’ 

parables 11 of the 39 dealt with money. 

 

So, did Jesus talk about tithing?  Yes.  Matthew 23:23 New Living Translation (NLT) 
23 “What sorrow awaits you teachers of religious law and you Pharisees. Hypocrites! For 

you are careful to tithe even the tiniest income from your herb gardens, but you ignore the 

more important aspects of the law—justice, mercy, and faith. You should tithe, yes, but do 

not neglect the more important things.  

 

Jesus presumed that the religious were going to tithe. In fact, He says, “You should tithe, yes, but 

do not neglect the more important things.”  What are those more important things.  According to 

this passage justice, mercy, and faith. 

 

Also, Jesus said this, Matthew 6:21 New International Version (NIV) 21 For where your 

treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
 

It is a heart issue.  A priority issue.  A spiritual issue.  One would only have to look at one’s bank 

account to see where your priorities are. 

 

So, did God in the New Testament command you to tithe---well, the principle began with 

Abraham, Jesus when talking with the people assumed that this would be part of their obedience 

to God.   

 

The Apostle Paul says this: 2 Corinthians 9:6-7 New Living Translation (NLT) 6 Remember 

this—a farmer who plants only a few seeds will get a small crop. But the one who plants 

generously will get a generous crop. 7 You must each decide in your heart how much to 

give. And don’t give reluctantly or in response to pressure. “For God loves a person who 

gives cheerfully.” 

 

Give from the heart. Give proportionately.  Between you and God. Decide in your heart how 

much to give. God wants you to give.  He wants you to give from the heart.  He wants you to 

give cheerfully.   
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I am committed to do my best to tithe to the storehouse.  We support 2 missionaries each month 

and that mission support is above and beyond our tithe. 

 

Did Jesus say tithe---well, not exactly, but we have shared some scriptures and concerns He had 

about giving.  The Apostle Paul puts it this way:  Romans 12:1 Easy-to-Read Version (ERV) 

12 So I beg you, brothers and sisters, because of the great mercy God has shown us, offer 

your lives as a living sacrifice to him—an offering that is only for God and pleasing to him. 

Considering what he has done, it is only right that you should worship him in this way.  

 

Paul says, “Offer your lives.” A complete giving of yourself to God.   Hmm, offer a tithe or your 

life?  You know if He truly has your life will He not also have your finances and priorities?  Will 

He not have your heart?   

 

“Say Yes” to reaching in to reach out.  Say yes to give to the storehouse and give above and 

beyond that to community and missions.  

 

At a meeting this week a presenter said something that I want to try with you.  So, go ahead and 

do this.  “Raise your hands as high as you can in the air.” “Keep them there.”  “Now raise them 

higher.”   

 

Now you know what each of you just did.  Even though I asked you to raise your hands as high 

as you can, when I said raise them higher…guess what you did.  You went even higher. 

 

All you are giving back to the Lord…can you go higher???? 

 

In the book of Malachi, it says, “Don’t cheat God. Don’t cheat Him of tithes and offering due 

Him.” 

 

Tithe, bring it into the storehouse. Open up the windows of heaven.  God says I WILL pour out a 

blessing.” 

 

Then God says, “Put me to the test.” 

 

I challenge you to be part of the solution.  I challenge you to tithe. 

 
https://www.sermonspice.com/product/20011/what-could-this-church-do-if-we-tithed 

(What Could This Church Do If We Tithed) 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.sermonspice.com/product/20011/what-could-this-church-do-if-we-tithed

