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Last week Rev. Cathy began our sermon series on “Questions Jesus Asked.”  Rev. Cathy, 28 days 

from today will be Ordained as a Full Deacon in the United Methodist Church.  So, I had expected 

that her sermon last week would be full of theology.  So let me comment on last week’s message 

which I listened to Sunday afternoon via our website audio.  Sarah and I were gone last week in 

part because of Andy’s graduation ceremony from Asbury University. 

 

So…Rev. Cathy….soon to be fully ordained….and therefore I assumed would be highly 

theological in her sermon.  Did she talk about justification? No.  Did she talk about eschatology? 

No.  Did she mention Heilsgeschichte?  No.  Why she didn’t even talk about soteriology.  Instead 

she gave you the theology of “Snort.”  Well played Rev. Cathy, well played. 

 

So it comes down to ‘snorts’ (image).  Indeed it was a great sermon with great theology.  We need 

‘snorts’ in our life---those who are our mothers and brothers and sisters.  What is being talked 

about is the church….the church; the people of the church should be each other’s brothers, sisters, 

and mothers.  A Christian community.  A family of All Ages!  All In! 

 

Today we celebrate a birthday.  The birthday of the church.  We celebrate this community of 

‘snorts’, and sorts.  You see today is Pentecost Sunday when people of all language were untied 

by the coming of the fullness of the Holy Spirit. Pentecost comes 50 days after Easter. 

 

Prior to Easter and the Ascension of Jesus into heaven Jesus was meeting with His disciples and 

were letting them know that He was going to be going away.  That is the context of the passage 

that was read this morning in John 14. 

John 14:1-3English Standard Version (ESV) 1.“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in 

God; believe also in me. 2 In my Father's house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I 

have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, 

I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also.  

Verse 2 says that “In my Father’s house are many rooms.”  I still like the King James Version 

translation that says “In my Father’s house are many mansions.”  Mansions, homes, rooms….Jesus 

is preparing a place for us.  So it is in verse 2 that we have the Question Jesus Asked.  “Would I?”   

“Would I?” have told you that I go and prepare a place for you if I am not really going to do that.  

Of course not.  There is a place prepared for those that have placed their faith in Him.  I don’t 

know how many times I have used this passage at memorials and funerals. 
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There is a place prepared for us.  Friends the most important part about that pace prepared for us 

is it is not about things, but about relationships.  We will see our loved ones who are with the Lord.  

We will finally see Jesus face to face.  Oh, we strive to get things here on this earth.  The most 

important thing on earth is really not a thing, but a relationship.  A relationship with our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ. 

 

We can’t take our things with us when we go.  You know the saying, “You can’t take it with you.”  

Evidently someone did not get the message….check out this picture (image).  I think when they 

arrive at their destination there is going to be some confusion upon check-in.  Just sayin’. 

 

Question Jesus Asked:  Would I?  Would I have told you that I go and prepare a place for you if I 

were not going to do that?  No…Rest in Peace….a place is prepared for those who believe…a 

home, a room, a mansion….I don’t really care what it is because I am going to be with my loved 

ones who knew Jesus and with Jesus Himself for all eternity. 

 

So Jesus is going to prepare a place….but wait….if He’s going that means the disciple are going 

to be left alone.  Oh…not so fast…. “Would I not also let you know I am with you always.” 

 

John 14:16  And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you 

forever,” 
 

What does He mean by helper?  We go to the Greek, which the New Testament was originally 

written and find that the world Helper in Greek is Παράκλητον which is pronounced Paraklēton. 

‘Para’ means to be “to the side of”, ‘kalenin’ means to call.  

In the same sense we have the words paramedic and paralegal.  Called to be to the side of a medic, 

called to be to the side of legal attorney. 

Jesus is calling One to be along side of us. This is the One who is going to console us, comfort us, 

encourage us uplift us, intercede for us, be an advocate, be our guide. God the Father, God the Son, 

and God the Holy Spirit.  This is the Holy Spirit that will come in all His fullness when Jesus 

leaves.  This is what happened at Pentecost Sunday after the death, resurrection, and ascension of 

Jesus. 

John 14:17  “even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees 

him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you.” 

Yes, the Holy Spirit is called to be along side of us.  He is to dwell with you and will be in you.  

He is not going to be guest, not for an overnight stay, or a weekend visit…the Holy Spirit is going 

to live within you.  He is set up and ready to stay with you….He’s within you now.   
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Jesus promised the coming of Holy Spirit to be right alongside of us. He answers that promise, 

“Would I not send my Helper, the Holy Spirit, the Paraclete to be with you through what happened 

at Pentecost.  Let’s look at that passage. 

Acts 2:1-4 New Living Translation (NLT) 2 On the day of Pentecost
 
all the believers were 

meeting together in one place. 2 Suddenly, there was a sound from heaven like the roaring 

of a mighty windstorm, and it filled the house where they were sitting. 3 Then, what looked 

like flames or tongues of fire appeared and settled on each of them. 4 And everyone present 

was filled with the Holy Spirit and began speaking in other languages,
 
as the Holy Spirit 

gave them this ability. 

This is the promise fulfilled of what Jesus said in John 14.   It’s His promise….it’s His presence. 

Imagine there they were all together in one place and suddenly…..(sound effect of windstorm) 

And it filled the house where they were sitting. 

 

Then….flames, tongues of fire settled on each of them. (image) 

 

And scripture says “everyone,” yes, “everyone” was filled with the Holy Spirit.  Didn’t just have 

the Holy Spirit, or a little of the Holy Spirit, but was filled with the Holy Spirit. 

 

Oh, come Holy Spirit. 

 

Did  you realize as a believer that it is a command an imperative that you be filled with the Holy 

Spirit? 

 

Ephesians 5:15-18New Living Translation (NLT) 15 So be careful how you live. Don’t live like 

fools, but like those who are wise. 16 Make the most of every opportunity in these evil days. 
17 Don’t act thoughtlessly, but understand what the Lord wants you to do. 18 Don’t be drunk 

with wine, because that will ruin your life. Instead, be filled with the Holy Spirit,  
 

Although the Apostle Paul told the church at Ephesus that these are evil days, what more so could 

I tell the church at Palm Harbor that these are evil days.  Be wise.  Don’t act thoughtlessly.  Oh 

people of PHUMC understand what the Lord wants you to do. 

 

Don’t be drunk with wine. Instead be filled with the Holy Spirit. Zinfandel wine is 28 proof.  Well 

I want the Holy Spirit 100 proof.  Are you with me?  In fact back in the Acts passage they thought 

the people were drunk.  Peter says, It’s 9 o’clock in the morning they are not drunk, but they are 

100 % filled with the Holy Spirit.  

 

The statement, in Ephesians is a command, an imperative….be filled with the Holy Spirit.  Are we 

allowing the Holy Spirit to fill every part of our life?  Our heart, our mind, our tongue, our actions, 

our thoughts….all directed by the Holy Spirit. 
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O Lord help me!  Holy Spirit fill me! Jesus asked the question “Would I?”  I would like to ask the 

question:  “Would you?”  Would you ask the Holy Spirit to fill you?  Would you receive the 

Promise of the Holy Spirit?  Would you receive His full Presence?  Would you receive the Holy 

Spirit’s Power? 

 

Oh, the Holy Spirit dwells in you but to be filled with the Holy Spirit means that you pray and are 

obedient to His direction in all areas. 

 

This is not the best analogy…but I hope it communicates to make a point. If I have a glass of water 

filled to the brim…you would say it was full.  But if that water in that glass represents the Holy 

Spirit…and well I were to get bumped…that is be tempted and sin and not be obedient….the Holy 

Spirit is still in me, but I am not filled with the Holy Spirit.  I would need to continue to be filled. 

 

“Back in the day” we called gas stations “filling stations.”  What if we looked at the church as a 

“filling station” for the Holy Spirit?  Church is where we come to be filled with His Spirit. Maybe 

our church would even look like this (image). 

 

Oh, the Holy Spirit is here in this place.  So, Jesus asks, “Would I not have prepared a place for 

you?”  The answer….yes, yes, He has. 

 

It is as if Jesus asks, “Would I not be forever with you?”  Yes He is with us every day dwelling 

with us through the Holy Spirit. 

 

And I think Jesus might also say, “Would I not also give you power?”  Yes He has. 

 

Romans 15:13English Standard Version (ESV) 13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy 

and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. 

 

We are to be people of hope.  The Promise, the Presence, the Power of the Holy Spirit.   

 

Holy Spirit you are welcome here.  Come flood this place and fill the atmosphere.  Oh to be 

overcome by His presence. 

 

But let’s make it personal----Holy Spirit you are welcome here--in my heart, in my life.  I want 

to know you.  I want You to dwell in me and be in me. 

 

Come flood this place….flood my life.  Fill my thoughts, my words, my actions with your 

Presence and you power. 

 

Oh to daily be aware of the Holy Spirit’s presence. 

Oh to experience daily the glory of His goodness. 

 

Come Holy Spirit come. (We are going to pray, and then you are invited to come to the altar and 

pray….may the Holy Spirit fill you with His promise, presence, and power.) 


