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New sermon series begins today=Prodigal.  Over the next 4 weeks we will be looking at this story 

from Luke 15. Each week will focus on a different person or event in the story. 

 

Many have heard of the Prodigal Son.  If I were to ask you what the definition of Prodigal was, I 

think many would probably say “Prodigal means lost.”  Now the reason I say that is because to be 

honest I wasn’t sure what Prodigal meant until sermon preparation.  Guess what? It doesn’t mean 

lost.  It doesn’t mean go away and come back home.  I wish someone would ask mean what 

Prodigal means?  XXX (I’m glad you asked!)  Look “Prodigal” up in the dictionary and you will 

find that it means: “reckless, extravagant, lavish.”  Sometimes the word ‘wasteful’ is added to that 

list. 

 

So, we often hear and think of the Prodigal Son.  Back in 2008 Timothy Keller wrote a book with 

the shocking title “Prodigal God.”  Say what?  XXXX The twisty turny is that God is reckless, 

extravagant and lavish with His love, grace, mercy and forgiveness.  Wow!!!!  Today we focus in 

on the Father. In the following weeks we will explore the dynamics of the Younger Son, the Older 

Son, and even The Feast that is given. 

 

The parable/story is found in Luke 15.  By the way it never uses the term prodigal in scripture. 

 

Context is that the tax collectors and sinners were crowding around to listen to Jesus.  The 

Pharisees and teachers of the Law of Moses complained.  In essence saying, “This man is friendly 

to sinners and even welcomes them, and takes time to eat with them!”  OH NO!!!!!!  Let’s let this 

sink in for just a minute.  Jesus was a friend to the unfriendly.  To eat with them meant that Jesus 

spent time in fellowship and conversation with these people who the religious leaders thought were 

such bad people.  Again, let that sink in.  The religious or ridiculing Jesus because He is spending 

more time with the sinners than He is with the religious bureaucracy.  (Did I really just say that?  

Oops!) 

 

So, Jesus, the master communicator, tells them 3 stories.  These stories were about a sheep, a coin, 

and a son.  We will focus on the story of the son.  Actually, it is not a story of one son, but of two 

sons.  Verse 11 that was read this morning said, “There was a man who had 2 sons.”  The younger 

son squandered and recklessly lost his inheritance.  It said he was living wild!  Born to be wild!! 

 

In these Biblical times when a father died the oldest son received a double portion.  It would be 

like the oldest son receiving 2/3/s and the younger son receiving 1/3.  The younger son (who we 

will talk more about next week) tells his father to give him his share of the estate.  Hold it---an 

estate is usually given when the father is dead.  How insulting!!!  “Father I want your things, not 

you!!”  “Father I’d rather have the money than you; I wish you were dead!” 
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In the tradition of the Middle East this was total lack of respect.  A more proper response would 

be for the father to drive the son out of the family giving him nothing---except, perhaps some 

physical blows. 

 

To lose a son like this the Father has lost honor, his love has been rejected.  When our love is 

rejected, we are prone to get angry and retaliate.  The Father in this story does none of that. 

 

We don’t know why the younger son wanted to leave home.  I can boil it down to---choice and 

free will.  It was his decision, no one was forcing him to leave. 

 

Maybe he wanted to see the world, experience worldly living.  Have you ever been confused?  

Maybe he was confused.  Maybe he was looking for a sign of what to do in his life. But perhaps 

what he saw was this: 

 

                                                       
 

Oh my.  Signs signs, everywhere are signs.  Signs of the times are confusing.  But not matter how 

confusing signs of the world may be, don’t ever forget this sign. 

 

                                                 
 

Hear me loud and clear.  God allows U turns!!!!!    Say it with me, “God allows U Turns!” 

 

So, scripture says, “The son got up and went to his father.”   

 

In this parable/story the Father is God.  Let’s look at how The Father responds and therefore how 

God responds.   

 

In this chapter with the 3 parables I want to point out what happens in each incident.  The first 

parable in Luke 15, verses 1-8, are about a lost sheep.  There are 100 sheep, but one gets lost.  The 

shepherd leaves the 99 in goes in search of the one until he finds it.  The shepherd takes action.  

He goes. 
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( at 11:05  video: Jess Ray, song “Runaway” 

Even if you run away from me, over the mountains through the valleys I will not rest but search 

east and west to bring you back with me Even if you sail away from across the oceans and the 

seas, I will move again like the mighty wind and blow you back to me. So as you use the night, 

to make your flight, no choice that you will make or path you take will change my mind. 

 

Even if one day you decide, you will find somewhere else to hide I will walk your way and call 

your name and wait for your reply.) 

 

In the second parable in Luke 15, verses 8-10 there is a lost coin.  The woman lights a lamp, sweeps 

the floor and searches carefully until she finds it.  The woman takes action---she lights the lamp, 

she sweeps, she searches.   

 

Likewise, the Father takes action with his son that has left. 20 So he got up and went to his 

father. “But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with 

compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.  

 

 The father sees him while he was still a long way off.  That means the father ‘standing on the 

porch searching for him, looking for him.’ It was ordinary business, the father was intentionally 

standing and seeing if he could see his son. 

 

Now notice what happens.  The father was filled with compassion.  Now hold it right there.  

Ain’t no way I’m going to let that rascal of a son of mine back into my house.  He has called 

grief, there has been tears, he has put his mother to bed.  If he thinks he is coming back here he is 

got another thing coming.  Ah, but that is not what the father did. 

 

In 1986 NPR’s Tom Bodett became the spokesperson for a motel chain.  He actually said a line 

on the radio ad lib…it stuck and that by line is still used today.  It is the Motel 6 chain.  Tom 

Bodett’s ad lib line… “We’ll leave the light on for you.”  Boom.  Drop the mic.  That is what the 

Father did.  He left the light on for his son.   

 

Though the son left the father never stopped loving him.  Let me say that again.  Even though the 

son left the father never stopped loving him.   It’s as if he said, “Never mind what you’ve done, 

just come home.”   

 

The father filled with compassion ran to his son.  How undignified.  A man in the Middle East, a 

landowner would not run.  Pulls up his robe, bares his boney legs and takes off running like a 

kid.  Nah, not suppose to happen.  And this stately father shows emotion and throws his arm 

around his son and kisses him. 

 

Please take note that the father has compassion for him, runs to him, throws his arms around him 

and kisses him before the son even says anything. It was after the Father ran to him, and 

embraced him that the son says, “Father I have sinned.” Grace ran to the son.  Forgiveness 

embraced the son.  Mercy kissed the son. 
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Prodigal God.  Prodigal Father.  Prodigal means reckless, extravagant, lavish.  Yes, it was the 

reckless love of God. Some may say He wasted His loved on this son.  Friends, it doesn’t matter 

who you are or what you’ve done or even how much you’ve abused yourself. There is no evil too 

strong tor the Father’s grace.  U-turns allowed.  Father God’s love and forgiveness can pardon 

and forgive any sin/wrongdoing.  His reckless, extravagant, lavish love is for you. 

 

Thus, we have the message of the church.  It is why we exist.  I am called to proclaim the good 

news of Jesus. The church is here for you. There’s a saying that puts it this way: “You are not too 

bad to come in.  You are not too good to stay out.” 

 

Yes, Father ran to Him.  He may have done so to protect him.  If others would see him approaching, 

they might have attacked him for the way he had treated his father.  The father had every right to 

dis-own Him, but He did not. He claimed him as his own. 

 
24 For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So they began 

to celebrate. 

 

The Wizard of Oz just celebrated it’s 80th anniversary.  It is one my favorite movies.  And like 

Dorothy says in the movie; (image) 

 

                                                
I wonder if the son was afraid to come home.  How would he be received?  How would his father 

react? What about his brother?  We will talk more about his brother in a couple of weeks.  And 

what about his mother?  During a break in my sermon prep Sarah said she liked that I was 

breaking the parable down into sermons on each character.  She asked what was this week. I 

don’t know what got into me, but I sang, “Hello fadduh..” and she said, “hello muddah.”  I said I 

wonder what the mother was doing.  Sarah said she the mother was probably secretly baking 

cookies.  Well, the mother is not mentioned in scripture. 

 

Another question I have is what is this son’s name?  It doesn’t say…or does it?  I believe the 

son’s name was Dave.  Or maybe, just maybe…you can insert your name.  All of us have gone 

astray and wondered away.  Ah, but there is no place like home.   

 

There’s no place like home as long as we know that is a welcoming place.  A Prodigal Home, 

one that is extravagant, reckless, and lavish in it’s welcome.  The Prodigal Home of the Prodigal 

Father.  The Prodigal God. 

 

Extravagant---bring the best robe, my robe, and put it on him.  Put a ring on his finger and 

sandals on his feel.  Have a feast and celebrate. 
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Oh, that is extravagant.  Some would say the Father is reckless, because he doesn’t have the land 

and riches he once had because that son used and lost it. Why does he deserve such a welcome?  

 

Not an “I’ll love you if you came back.”  Not an “I’ll love you because you came back.”  But it is 

an “I love you anyhow type of love.”  Love is a gift.  Grace Undeserved.  Unmerited. Unearned.  

That’s how much the Father loved His child.  

 

Today at Palm Harbor United Methodist Church I want you to know that the Welcome Mat is 

out.  Welcome Home!  You are loved! 

 


