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Jesus is Here!!!!!   From the powerful “Born is the King” ministry of music by our Worship and 

Arts Department….on the 4th Sunday of Advent….the Star Wars fun at our 5 p.m. Christmas Eve 

service, to the 7 and 11 p.m. announcement of Pardon the Interruption:  God became flesh…and 

is in the manger….Jesus is Here!!!!!  We found that Mary, Joseph, the Shepherds had their lives 

interrupted.  We even interrupted our worship with ice skating and even were interrupted by snow 

as we realized that Joy had come to the world.  Rev. Cathy shared last week that the interrupters, 

the Angels….touched us and reminded us that you are loved by God. 

 

And now our life is interrupted by a New Year!!!!!  So today we conclude our Pardon the 

Interruption as Christmas continues with:  Pardon the Interruption:  Wise Men.  Next week we 

begin a sermon series entitled “Jesus Sightings.” We will discover the sightings of Jesus in 

scripture as well as in our ordinary lives. 

 

Now last week Rev. Cathy interrupted her message and sang a song….I will not interrupt with my 

singing, but….. (Highway to the Danger Zone by Kenny Logins). Now hold it, this Kenny 

Loggins song was played back in the 80’s in the Tom Cruise movie “Top Gun.”  But listen 

again….(song played again) Highway to the MANGER ZONE.  Ride into the MANGER 

ZONE!!!!! 

 

Here we are the first Sunday of 2016 and we need to be “revving up your engine, listen to her 

howlin roar….beggin you to touch and go…….”  But let’s not forget the Manger Zone.  Yes, on 

this Sunday before Epiphany we find that wise men were headed to the Manger Zone….and there 

was danger in the manger zone. 

 

Let’s take a look.  We will highlight 3 interruptions that they experienced that you may want to 

write down on your Sermon Notes.  Now let me pause and say the bulletin we are now using is not 

meant so much to be an order of worship but a piece of communication and something you can 

share with others.  Information and upcoming events are listed….a place for sermon notes….and 

a great piece to take and give to a friend to let them know about PHUMC and even the message. 

 

The first interruption that the Wise Men encounter is #1 A Personal Interruption.  These wise men 

came from the East…for they saw His star and went to worship the true King.  Now another word 

for Wise Man is Magus….the plural is Magi.  So we know there was more than one.  Magi were 

philosophers and astrologers. Learned men.  They looked up and beheld a star.  And it is here that 

their life was not only interrupted, but also changed forever. 

 

Now just a little side information…..to be able to discover this star they had to be looking…where 

(UP!!!).  Beloved we need to spend more time looking UP….are you with me?   

Spiritually we need to be looking UP! 
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So they literally and physically looked up and what they saw interrupted what they were doing.  

Now I’m going off Biblical text here….but who knows they went home and told their family they 

had to leave.  Pardon the interruption honey, but I need to leave.  Where are you going?  I dunno.  

I’m going to go follow a star.  Oh, okay…well don’t be late for dinner? 

 

Now to be honest I had never really thought about it…but how did these wise men get together.  

Tradition seems to say that they were from different countries in the East.  Did they all begin 

following the star and then somehow bump into one another.  Since they were following a star 

maybe they all stopped and had a Specialty drink at STAR-bucks.  You know one of those venti 

Jehovah Java’s.   

 

Now let me pause and say that we know that there were more than one Magi or wise man….but 

we really do not know if there were 3 or more.  In the Middle Ages they said there were 3 Wise 

Men, because of the 3 gifts.  It was around 500 A.D. when names were actually ascribed to each 

of the men.  Now these names are not Biblical, but the tradition surrounding them makes the story 

even more interesting.   

 

They brought gifts of Gold, Frankincense and myrrh.  It would seem like they were strange gifts 

for a baby…..however, they were not strange gifts for a king.  A King would receive Gold as a 

symbol of being valuable, incense as a perfume, and myrrh as anointing oil.   

 

Some tradition holds that they were from India, Arabia and Persia….again begging the question 

of how did they all get together and make the journey together.  Their traditional names, Gaspar 

(Caspar), Balthazar, and Melchior.  Now of all the years of preaching about the wise men I 

discovered something new.  Some give ages to the men.  They represent all ages.  Balthazar was 

said to be around 20, Melchior middle aged around 40….and believe me I don’t like the phrasing 

here, but the old man was Caspar at age 60.  I know right….  Some even indentify which of these 

brought which gift (Caspar, gold; Balthazar, myrrh; and Melchior, frankincense).  Also if you look 

at certain art pieces you will notice that often one of the wise men has a dark skin tone….usually 

the one they would say was Balthazar.   

 

Now let me again depart and make a side note….different ages, different races….I know a church 

that has a vision statement of:  All Ages!  All In!  Loving God!  Loving All!  (Interesting.) 

 

Now some would say that these gifts were inappropriate for a baby.  In fact it has been said that 

after the wise men left…wiser women came and gave their gifts…gifts of fresh diapers, casseroles 

for the week, and lots of formula.   

 

Ah, but let’s look at the spiritual side of these gifts: 

 

Gold the gift for a king.  Why some have even said the gold helped finance Joseph, Mary, and the 

baby’s journey to Egypt.  Gold was the king of metals.  This child was the King.  King of Kings, 

and Lord of Lords.  Not to reign by force, but by love.  He was to rule over peoples’ hearts not 

from a throne, but from a cradle that led to a cross. 
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Incense---the gift for a priest.  Incense was used in worship in the temple and for sacrifices.  It was 

a sweet perfume. Frankincense---the gift of holiness.  It was used in worship and part of the 

perfume used in the holy place.  It was mixed with the flour which was used in the meal offering.  

 This gift for the Christ child reminds us that this child was going to function as a priest.  A priest 

opens the way for people to have access to God.  The Latin word for priest is Pontifex, which 

means bridge builder. A priest is one who builds a bridge between humanity and God----and so it 

was with Christ. 

 

Myrrh---a bitter gift.  A strange gift.  A gift representing grief and sorrow.  Myrrh is like anointing 

oil.  Surely this Christ Child was the Anointed One.  Myrrh is a gift of one who is to die.  It was 

used to embalm. Myrrh---The gift of suffering, it is obtained by piercing the skin of bark of a small 

tree in which it is found.  The plant “bleeds” giving out a white gum which turns red when it forms 

outside the plant.  Myrrh was mixed with the wine vinegar which was used as a drug to kill pain 

in the suffering of a person.  Jesus refused to drink this mixture when He was on the cross. 

 

 As our Worship and Arts musical was entitled…. “Born is the King.” This babe of Bethlehem, 

this king, this priest, was born to die.  For you and me. 

  

Now they arrived in Jerusalem at King Herod.  Now how long was this interruption?  I don’t know 

about you, but I can be okay with a quick interruption….but long interruptions can be…well, long 

and tedious.  Some say that it may have taken up to 2 years for the wise men to travel and follow 

the star.  Think of the personal interruption in their life. Sometimes we have long interruptions in 

our life. 2 years is noted because they will find Jesus in a house (vs. 11) not a stable…and also 

King Herod would eventually kill all baby boys 2 years and under.  He wanted to make sure had a 

good age spread…so Jesus when the wise men gathered was probably not an infant.   

 

Nativity scenes are used as a composite to tell the entire story….so it’s all good. 

 

Now the wise men make it to King Herod and asked where is He that is born king of the Jews?  

King Herod, doesn’t know, but since it is Christmas, he says, “I don’t know….Holiday Inn?”  

(sorry )   

 

Now let me get to the 2nd interruption that was experienced.  #1 was a Personal Interruption.  #2.  

A world interruption.  You see this star appeared in the sky for the entire world to see.  Some have 

questioned as to what caused this star to appear.  Was it a fireball meteor, a bright comet, a nova, 

a supernova, or a conjunction of 2 planets (Jupiter and Venus) that are not normally seen? 

 

In verse 9 it says the “star went before them until it came to rest over the place where the child 

(not baby…indicating that Jesus was no longer a newborn) was.” What?  A moving star…that 

travels and then ends up stopping.  Hmm…not natural. This starlight was indicating THE light.  

Oh, and one more explanation of this Star that suddenly appeared….God did it!  It was a 

supernatural appearance.  God gives a sign to those who are looking. 

 

4 



Is not Christmas celebrated around the world? Is it no wonder that there was a world interruption 

for the birth of the Savior of the World?  Pardon the Interruption……Jesus is Here!!!! He has come 

for us! It’s Christmas!!!  Hope came down!  Born is the King! 

 

And now the 3rd interruption… #3 An eternal interruption.  When they saw the star and they saw 

where it had stopped they rejoiced exceeding with great joy!  Let me give a Baldridge translation 

of that:  “Woo-hoo!!!!!  It Christmas!   I love Christmas!!!  Joy to the World.”   

 

Now Dave Christmas is over….huhuhhh…..Officially the Christmas Season ends January 6th 

which is Epiphany…the 12 days of Christmas  are from December 25 through January 6th.  So take 

that…..And besides that I want to live 2016 with the hope, peace, love, and joy of the Christmas 

season.  Our hope, peace, love and joy came in that manger.  It is not in political candidates….help 

us….it is not found in society….it is found in Christ alone.  Jesus is the hope of the world! 

 

Yes, January 6th is Epiphany Day.  The word ‘Epiphany’ literally means manifestation.  The Wise 

Men saw a manifestation, a sign, in the sky.  However, also we can say, “I just had an epiphany.”  

In this instance epiphany means a sudden understanding.  You see something in a new way.”  “I 

got it!”  “I get it!”   

 

My prayer is that you will have some Jesus epiphanies during 2016.  Where you will find yourself 

saying…. “I just had an epiphany….I get it now!” 

 

So we therefore find the Eternal Interruption.  They rejoice exceedingly with great joy, they 

worshiped this King of Kings, but then did you notice what happened.   They had seen Jesus.  It is 

a Jesus Sighting…..so in a sense our next sermon series begins now.  They encounter this one who 

is to take away the sins of the world…..they meet Jesus and their life is changed.  They are warned 

in a dream not to return to Herod…but now let me spiritualize this next part of the verse….it says, 

“They departed to their own country by another way.”   

When you meet Jesus you can’t leave the same way you came?  Are you with me?   Xxxx You 

can’t encounter Jesus and then go back the same old way.  You are changed.  You go back a new 

way….  2 Corinthians 5:17English Standard Version (ESV) 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he 

is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.  

A Personal Interruption.                   A World Interruption.             An Eternal Interruption. 

 

Leonard Sweet an American contemporary theologian on this New Year’s Eve had a prayer.    A 

prayer for you.  Sweet said. 

God lead you. 

God feed you. 

God seed you. 

God weed you. 

God speed you. 
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I like that… “Godspeed!”  Having pastored for 10 years on the Space Coast that was a phrase 

that was oftentimes used at NASA.  For example, on a shuttle launch….God Speed STS 57!   

 

God speed can mean full force, wishing you success….can be a form of greeting when you go on 

a journey on a daring adventure.  Well ---Godspeed 2016. May God lead you, feed you, seed 

you, and weed you. 


