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Pardon the interruption shepherds.  There they were out minding their own business when their 

lives were interrupted.  There they were just standing by watching their sheep.  Oh just standing 

by….. 

 

Sarah and I were married in July of 1982…that was over 33 years ago….and a miracle took 

place…she is still putting up with me….not without some eye rolls and head shakes, but none the 

less, I am thankful.  Her father was diagnosed with terminal cancer in June of 1982.  He would 

later die in December of that year. I don’t know exactly when it was during that time period, but 

her dad was in the hospital.  I believe the best I can remember that his brother in law Elton was in 

the room and of course Sarah and me.  Of course, I’m quite new to the family and her dad doesn 

‘t know me all that well. 

 

In that hospital room the TV was on and there was a loud long beeeeep….and then this appeared 

on the TV screen. (Image) “Please Stand by.” I don’t know what came over me, but I did 

something that caused my father-in-law to shake his head.  You see when that came on the TV I 

moved from the side of the bed and went under the wall mounted TV.  Uncle Elton said, “What’s 

he doing?”  And me the newest family member, stood at attention underneath the TV and I said, 

“It told us to ‘Stand by.’  Uncle Elton used his favorite expression, “Good Land!”  And well Sarah’s 

dad just shook his head and rubbed his forehead, and I’m sure was wondering what kind of nut his 

only daughter had married. 

 

Well those shepherds out in the field on this particular night had to do something….and it wasn’t 

just stand by.  By the way we sang earlier the classic carol written in 1700, “While Shepherds 

Watched Their Flocks.”  I’m not sure, but as I was listening to you sing I think someone miss sung 

that first part of the song…..don’t identify yourself, but I thought I heard someone singing, “While 

shepherds washed their socks at night.”   

 

Let’s get back to these shepherds.  These shepherds were going about their normal routine, their 

ordinary life when they were interrupted.  In essence they saw a God sighting at work.  You will 

hear more about Angels in a couple of weeks, but again we find an angel being the interrupter and 

like before the angel says… “Fear not.”  I imagine if I am out in a field ‘standing by’, watching 

my sheep and an angel appears in the sky and says, “Fear Not!”  My response is going to be….too 

late…..already full of fear. 

 

Once again we find where this messenger, this angel, is bringing good news.  Pardon the 

interruption I bring you good news of great joy….. (Video…We interrupt this program to bring 

you this important message)  /////Rev. Cathy to come interrupt about the fantastic amount of 

money that was raised for Human Trafficking from Reindeer Run.)///// 

 

Now that is and important message, that is good news.  What if I would have not allowed Rev. 

Cathy to interrupt me….I would have never heard that good news of great joy.   
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What if those shepherds were so busy in their ordinary daily lives that they refused to be 

interrupted?  “No time to be interrupted, I’m living my life, doing what I’m supposed to be doing.”  

They would have missed the opportunity to hear the good news of great joy. 

 

Now those shepherds had major responsibility.  It was their job, their livelihood.  Not only that 

they deeply cared for each of their sheep.  Probably had names for them.  They fed them, watered 

them, led them, protected them, and delivered them. How interesting that these shepherds are the 

first group to hear this good news of great joy!  How interesting that this birth announcement was 

about another sheep…a Lamb that would be added.  Behold the Lamb of God!  Are you with me? 

Xxxx  And just as the shepherds fed, watered, led, protected and delivered these sheep…this One 

born, this Lamb of God would become the Good Shepherd who would feed us the spiritual truth, 

who would give us living water, who would lead us in the paths of righteousness for His names 

sake, who would protect us and be with us in whatever circumstance we find ourselves in and this 

one the angel is talking about would be THE deliverer. How appropriate that this Lamb, the Lamb 

of God, would be born among cattle other animals in a stable. 

 

And then it was not just this one angel, but a multitude of heavenly host praising God about the 

birth of this baby.  Now I try to get a handle on the definition of a “multitude of heavenly host.”  

So I know that it is more than one.  Multitude would be more than 2….probably more than 3….all 

I know is there is now a BUNCH of angels making this announcement. 

 

By this time the shepherds realize this is not just an “oops pardon the interruption,” but a 

“Helllloooo do I have your attention now…pardon the interruption are you getting this important 

message.” 

 

Every year without fail our entire culture and society interrupts what they are doing to begin 

Christmas Sales, Christmas songs. In reality our world is interrupted by the message of 

Christ….believers and unbelievers alike interrupt their daily schedule to put up decorations, go 

shopping, go to parties….because of this baby.  Now I don’t particularly care for stores 

commercializing Christmas decorations at Halloween time….but a positive way of looking at it 

is….wow---pardon the interruption the world is taking note that something special took place at 

Christmas.   

 

Now I wish people Merry Christmas not Happy Holidays, but let’s not get our blood pressure 

boiling with this.  Check this out concerning the etymology of the word Holiday. 

 

holiday (noun) 

from Old English haligdæg 

 "holy day, consecrated day, religious anniversary; Sabbath," from halig "holy" 

+ dæg "day" 

 

So in the deepest sense and real sense what people are saying by Happy Holiday is Happy Holy 

Days….Yeah, that’s what I’m talking about….interrupt your life with a Holiday that is a Holy 

Day. 
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Since I’m kind of on a roll let me address when people get all upset about seeing images like this 

(Image of Xmas)  Now I write out Merry Christmas, but chill just a little.  A couple of weeks ago 

I said how the IHS on the cross did not stand for In Hos Sign, In this sign, and certainly as 

Methodist’s not One Hour Service, and somebody asked my afterwards they thought it stood for 

In His Serivce.  That was a variation added later.  I said that the IHS were the first initials of Jesus 

in Greek IHSOUS. Likewise check this out: 

 

The "X" comes from the Greek letter Chi, which is the first letter of the Greek word 

Χριστός which comes into English as "Christ"   

So in reality, we do not have to necessarily shout “Keep Christ in Christmas,” because in word 

origin way, even though they may not know it they are….  X from the Greek spelling of Christ.  

The actual use of “Xmas” has been around since the 16th Century and some say as early as 1021 

A.D.  So I will write Merry Christmas….but XMAS and Christmas are essentially the same.  To 

me, any way you slice and dice it….it is about Jesus Christ and the Holy Day we establish as we 

realize what this interruption means. Merry Christmas! 

Now in this interruption by the angel and then the potentially bazillion heavenly hosts, the 

shepherds had to decided what to do.  Just as we are interrupted in our life…what do we do?  Their 

response at this “God sighting” interruption is found in Verse 15: 

15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 

“Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made 

known to us.” 

Now I guess one response could have been that they just stood there…. “Josiah did you see that?”  

“Sure did Leroy…now let’s get back to our life and our work.”  No of course they didn’t do that.  

They want to go check it out!   

In the following verse it says they went with haste.  You see it is here that we find the first 

Christmas rush!!!!  They hurry and go and find Mary and Joseph and the baby lying in a manger.   

Now they were out in the fields, so my guess is they were the outskirts of town so it probably 

wouldn’t have taken them a great amount of time to get there.  But how are they going to find 

Jesus?  It’s the Wise Men who followed the star…no star is mentioned in the passage…except 

Jesus…He’s the true STAR of Bethlehem.   

Anyway they go into Bethlehem and I don’t know if they knocked on doors but somehow someway 

they were not going to stop until they found what they had been told.   

So they interrupt their ordinary life to go search for something extraordinary.  In fact they are 

searching for the supernatural! They see Mary and Joseph and the baby and they tell them what 

they had heard from the angels. 
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But now what….now how do the shepherds handle the interruption.  I love VERSE 20” 

 
20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, 

as it had been told them. 

 

Yes their ordinary life was interrupted.  And now the interrupted are going to be the interrupters.  

They are going to go glorifying and praising God…I think they let others know of their “God 

sighting.”   

 

I can’t imagine them moseying along, dilly dallying….but excitedly glorifying and praising God.  

Indeed it was good news of a great joy!   

 

Oh may we pray for that type of interruption. 

 

The Advent Prayer for the lighting of the candles written by Rev. Cathy and prayed this morning 

by Embys/Beach’s is a profound prayer.  A call for our life to be interrupted.   

 

Will you pray that prayer with me? 

 

God, we pray that you open our eyes to see your work all around us.  Interrupt our lives with 

your grace and fill us with the hope of Christ. Give us voices to share this good news of great 

joy to all people!  In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

In your interruptions let nothing you dismay….Remember the interruption that Christ our Savior 

was born on Christmas day.  He interrupted the world to save us all from Satan’s power.  He 

interrupted the world because we were gone astray.  His interruptions caused comfort and joy. 

This Jesus wants to cause an interruption….He has come for us.  The interruption ---Jesus ---is 

the hope of all mankind.  This interruption came for us, Messiah born to give us life. 

And we say Hallelujah, Hallelujah. Our life is interrupted because Jesus Christ is born.  He has 

come for us. 

 He is Christ the Lord! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


