
“Jesus Sighting:  Out of the Boat” 

Matthew 14:22-33 

February 7, 2016 

Rev. Dave Baldridge 

Palm Harbor United Methodist Church, Palm Harbor, Florida 

A man arrives at the Pearly Gates of heaven.  St. Peter asks, “Have you ever done a particularly 

good deed.”  The man thinks for a while, and then says, “Well, I can think of one thing.  Once I 

came upon a gang of high-testosterone bikers who were threatening a young woman.  I directed 

them to leave her alone, but they wouldn’t listen.  So I approached the largest and most heavily 

tattooed biker.  I smacked him on the head, kicked his bike over, ripped out his nose ring and threw 

it on the ground, and told him, ‘Leave her alone now or you’ll answer to me.” 

 

St. Peter was impressed.  “When did this happen?”   “Oh,” the man said, “a couple of minutes 

ago.” 

 

Ah that man was a risk taker.  Now friends there is a difference between faith and foolishness.  We 

need to be risk takers.  In fact we are already risk takers.  You took a risk in even coming here 

today. Larry Laudan, a philosopher of science, has spent years studying risk-management.  He 

says that we are so fear driven that we suffer from what he calls “risk-lock.”  A condition where 

we are afraid and unable to do anything or go anywhere.  His first principle is very basic.  It is this.  

“Everything is risky.”  For example:  You can stay home in bed---but that may make you one of 

the half-million Americans who require emergency room treatment each year for injuries sustained 

while falling out of bed.  You can cover your window—but that may make you one of the 10 

people a year who accidentally hang themselves on cords of their blinds on their windows.  You 

can hide your money in a mattress---but that may make you one of tens of thousands of the people 

who go to the emergency room each year because of wounds caused, believe it or not, by handling 

money.  This includes everything from paper cuts to yes (perhaps for the wealthy) hernias.  (John 

Ortberg, “If You Want to Walk on Water, You’ve Got to Get Out of the Boat. 2001, page 20) 

 

So yes, you did take a risk on coming here this morning.  You had to get out of bed, you didn’t 

choke on your food, you arrived safely in the Sunday morning traffic, and you didn’t trip on the 

way in.   You made it.  Woo-hooo.  I pray now the risk you made to get here is worth it. 

 

In our scripture today we find the story of Jesus walking on water (Image).  Now that is amazing 

and miraculous that Jesus walked on the water.  But, Jesus is the Son of God.  What is more 

amazing to me is that the disciple Peter walked on the water.  He was just a fisherman, an ordinary 

person….somebody like you and me.  Several years ago (2001) I read a book that had an impact 

on me.  It was John Ortberg’s book, “If You Want to Walk on Water, You’ve got to Get Out of 

the Boat.”  Many of the thoughts and some of illustrations of today’s sermon have come from 

Ortberg’s book. 

 

Let’s look at VERSE 28 and VERSE 29: “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on 

the water.  (vs. 29)  He said, “Come.”  So Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water 

and came to Jesus.”   
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One night a house caught fire and a young boy was forced to flee to the roof.  The father stood on 

the ground below with outstretched arms, calling to his son, “Jump!  I’ll catch you.’  He knew the 

boy had to jump to save his life.  All the boy could see, however, was flame, smoke, and blackness.  

As you can imagine the boy was afraid to leave the roof.  He was afraid to jump.  He was afraid to 

risk.  His father kept yelling:  “Jump!  I will catch you.”  But the boy protested, “Daddy, I can’t 

see you.”   The father replied, “But I can see you and that’s all that matters.”  Wow. 

 

When Jesus calls us and says, “Come” we sometimes can’t see where He is leading us.  But it’s 

like He says, Jump, take the leap.  It’s worth the risk.  You may not see ahead, but I can see you, 

and I can see ahead---come.”   

 

Now Peter was safe and secure and comfortable in the boat.  The water’s rough the wind is strong, 

there’s a storm out there.  And anyway he doesn’t have to be an oceanographer or a physics major 

to know that if he gets out of the boat there is a good chance he will sink.  Yes there is a risk. 

 

“So Peter got down out of the boat, walked on water and came toward Jesus.”  Now I don’t see 

Peter putting his foot over the boat and dipping his big toe in the water, kind of like we do when 

we get in a bathtub to make sure the water is not too hot.  I don’t necessarily see Peter turning and 

looking to see what the other disciples are thinking.  He responds to the call of Jesus that simply 

says, “Come.”  He takes the risk. 

 

He leaves the comfort and safety of the boat and responds to the call to Risk for Jesus’ sake.  Let 

me pause and say---What keeps you from doing extreme discipleship?  Are you willing to step 

out---not in foolishness, but in faith? What’s keeping you from taking a risk if Jesus is saying 

“Come”? 

 

I want to make a call for you to step out of the boat and risk.  We have a major opportunity to get 

out of the boat on March 6th.  The Harvest America event.  Our primary “risk” is to pray, invite, 

and bring.  We want to begin praying for those that we might invite that through this event they 

might come to know Jesus as their personal savior.  We also need people to take a risk step and be 

involved in serving on the ministry team for that event….hospitality, food, prayer team, and more.  

Stop by the table in the Multi-Purpose Room (you know the room with jelly filled donuts) after 

the service today. 

 

We are called to risk.  We are called to follow.  As the Chris Tomlin song says:  “Where you go, 

I'll go, Where you stay, I'll stay, When you move, I'll move, I will follow...Who you love, I'll love, 

How you serve I'll serve.”    

 

And Jesus tells Peter to “Come.’”  Indeed there is a risk to follow Jesus. However there is a greater 

risk to do nothing.  You know what the best selling chair in America is.  It’s not Work-R-boy.  It’s 

not Risk-E-boy.  It is La-Z-Boy. (IMAGE) 
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We are not called to be La-Z-boys!  Are you with me? We are called to be followers.  We are 

called by Jesus to “come.”  We are called in fact to be Renegades if you will. 



 

Wednesday begins the season of Lent.  You will see in the bulletin information about our morning 

chapel time as well as our worship service on Ash Wednesday.  But also I want to push you out of 

the boat….I mean help you get out of the boat.  We will be starting small groups next week and a 

sermon series on “Renegade Gospel.” (IMAGE) You can pick up your book and sign up for a 

small group in the Multi-Purpose Room.  We will be talking about how this “rebel” Jesus came 

with a renegade Gospel to start a revolution.  Are you willing to take a risk to be a part of this 

revolution? 

 

Guess what.  To walk on water…you got get out of the boat.  It is a fact you will never walk on 

water if you don’t….get out of the boat.  Now isn't that profound!  Now where are you---are you 

huddled in the boat with a life preserver and the seat belt on.  Do you have one leg in the boat and 

one let out of the boat? Are you out of the boat---but realizing that wind looks pretty bad? Or are 

you walking on water---and loving it? 

 

A miraculous, amazing thing that happens is Peter walked on water.  Now the interesting thing is 

it doesn’t say how far he walked on water.  One step?  Two steps?  A block?  It simply says, he 

“walked on water and came toward Jesus.”   

 

But check out VERSE 30:  “But when he saw the wind, he was afraid, and beginning to sink, 

he cried out…”  Ah Peter took his eyes off Jesus.  Did you hear me?  When you take your eyes 

off Jesus there is certain failure.  When you risk, when we risk as a church---if we take our eyes 

off Jesus we are bound to fail.  Beloved what are we doing that we could not do without the power 

of Jesus?  A question to you to think about….did Peter fail or did he actually succeed? 

 

It has been said, (Ellen Guder), “You can live on bland food so as to avoid an ulcer, drink no tea, 

coffer, or other stimulants in the name of health’ go to bed early’ stay away from night life’ avoid 

all controversial subjects so as never to give offense’ mind your own business’ avoid involvement 

in other people’s problems’ spend money on necessities and save all you can.  You can still break 

your neck in the bathtub, and it will serve you right.” 

 

I want to make the case that Peter did not fail.  Let’s look at the 11 in the boat.  They failed because 

they didn’t even get out of the boat.  You’ve heard of couch potatoes.  These disciples were boat 

potatoes.  Have you ever heard of pew potatoes?  Don’t mind watching, but don’t want to do.  I 

believe those in the boat failed much more than Peter did. 

 

Only Peter knew the excitement of walking on water.  He responded to the call and took the risk.  

To walk on water…get out of the boat. He truly followed Jesus. 

 

Peter knew what it was to attempt to do something He wasn’t capable of doing on his own.  He 

did a God thing.  He took part in something that was bigger than he was.   
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Friends are you ready to do some God things.  To accomplish some things for His kingdom that 

are much bigger than what we could do on our own.  Harvest America….Renegade Gospel. 



 

VERSE 31: Jesus immediately reached out his hand and took hold of him…. 

 

Peter was the only one to experience the risk, and also that “sinking feeling”.  But he was also the 

only one to feel the touch of Jesus’ hand. Pulled up, save because of Jesus.  To have the direct 

assurance that Jesus was not going to let him drown.  That indeed Jesus was adequate to save. 

 

Jesus did not let Peter bob up and down and say, “I told you so.” Jesus didn’t wait until he had 

gone down once, twice, and on the 3rd time up reach down and help him.  It says Jesus immediately 

reached out his hand and caught him.    

 

Maybe just maybe, Peter turned around and looked at the boat with the other 11 disciples and 

wondered.  “Oh, my, how did I get out here in the middle of the water?”  Now I ask, was it a worse 

failure to sink in the waves or to not get out of the boat?  I believe the worse failure is to never get 

out of the boat. 

 

Let’s not take our eyes off Jesus.  Maybe even the other disciples yelled at Peter.  “Peter, what are 

you doing?  You can’t walk on water.”  Friends we need to encourage risk taking.  We took risks 

to get here today.  Are we taking risks in our faith?  Are we ready to think outside of the box?  Are 

we ready to get out of the boat?  Pray, Invite, Bring. Have a radical, revolutionary lifestyle. 

 

A pastor was preaching from the pulpit and said to his congregation, “I’ve stopped expecting you 

to make leaps of faith, but it would be nice to see a hop now and then.” I am excited to say that I 

think PHUMC is doing more than hopping.  I believe you are leaping, in fact I believe that you are 

ready to take some radical risks. Oh…To walk on water…And to walk on water….you got to do 

what……xxxxx get out of the boat.  I want the excitement and joy of doing things that I know I 

couldn’t do unless we have the power of Jesus with us. God-sized things! 

 

Ortberg uses a great illustration in his book. Imagine if you will that your life is over and you are 

resting in eternity.  You are led to a small room.  There are 2 chairs in the room, one for you and 

one for God (who gets a very large chair), and there’s a VCR (Okay today it would be a DVD 

player, or a video file)  Anyway God keeps us with technology too, because He gave us the 

knowhow of how to do it.  Anywhooooo…let’s say God puts a DVD into the machine.  It has your 

name on it and it is labeled “What Might Have Been?”  (Ortberg’s book, page 47)  As Ortberg 

says, “Imagine watching all that God might have done with your life if you had let him.” 

 

Perhaps there is even another DVD there. It is labeled, “Palm Harbor United Methodist Church:  

What might have been.” 

 


