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I want to begin by saying how about the sermon by Barbara Odom our Discipleship Coordinator 

last week?  Thank you Barbara.  I am thankful that the audio, video and manuscripts are on our 

website.  Chris Steurnagel our Tech Director does a great job of getting all that on our website 

very quickly.  In fact last Sunday at 9:30 Sarah and I were in her hospital room listing to the audio 

of Barbara’s sermon from 8:15.   

 

A couple of comments about Barbara’s sermon.  Barbara, I do like my ketchup at home cold and 

in the refrigerator.  Also I loved the phrase she used “kingdom atmosphere.”  She said, “There 

must be certain conditions in our lives if we want to God move.” Let me rephrase.  “There must 

be certain conditions in our church if we want to see God move.”   

 

Oh to have that Kingdom atmosphere right here, right now.  Just as Barbara mentioned weather 

conditions, I hope, I pray the conditions are right for a Kingdom atmosphere right here…Amen? 

 

Today is Palm Sunday.  “Hosanna to the Son of David!  Blessed is He who comes in the name of 

the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” 

 

It is a week before Easter.  Now I just have to share with you a sign I saw this last week.  I was at 

the hospital with Sarah and then went out to run an errand.  I went by a popular liquor store and I 

could not believe their sign.  Here is what is said on the liquor store sign:  “Easter is coming soon.  

Shop early.” 

 

Huh?  It struck me as funny.  Do people really buy that much alcohol and liquor to celebrate Easter?  

Shop early.  Beloved I am so ramped, amped, and revamped about Easter that I certainly don’t 

need to run to a liquor store. 

 

So Easter is coming soon and we want a kingdom atmosphere.  We feel the excitement and the 

conditions a kingdom atmosphere in this passage read this morning. 

 

A prophecy from Zechariah is quoted about a king coming mounted on a donkey.  People put their 

outer clothes on the road so that Jesus could have a “red carpet” treatment.  This is what they would 

do for a king.   

 

They cut branches, by the way---the Gospel of John is the only one that says they are Palm 

Branches, and spreads them on the road.  The palm motif was a sign of Jewish nationalism. 

 

People are shouting that this Jesus is the Son of David , the Messiah, the promised one.   Oh what 

popularity Jesus is experiencing.   
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The crowds, the noise, the “red carpet,” the excitement.  If just reading this passage it seems like 

Jesus was very popular.  However popularity sometimes only lasts a short time. 

 

Perhaps the crowd was confused about this Jesus and His popularity.  Maybe they had the wrong 

idea. 

 

Several years ago I was at a Pastor’s Promise Keepers Rally at the Georgia Dome.  I went out eat 

at a restaurant and the waitress asked me what I wanted to drink.  I said, “Pepsi, please.”  I’m a 

Pepsi guy more than a Coke guy. 

 

I got the strangest look from the waitress….her look was saying to me, “Do you know where you 

are?”  I ended up getting a Coke to drink.  You see the most popular soft drink in Atlanta was a 

Coke because, dumb me, Atlanta is home headquarters of Coca Cola. 

 

I was wrong about my drink.  The waitress made me go with the crowd and have Coke…it was 

the popular one.  The crowd thought Jesus was the popular one.  Hmm…can a crowd be wrong? 

 

You see, a few days later a different crowd was not yelling “Hosanna!  Hosanna in the highest!,” 

but rather “Crucify Him!  Crucify Him!”  Oh that popularity didn’t last long. 

 

I was curious to see what the 3 most popular TV shows were when I was in High School.  I 

graduated High School in 1977, so I looked to see what the most popular showers were in the 

1977-1978 TV season.  Here they are.  #3 (image)  Three’s Company, #2:  (image)  Happy Days, 

and barely beating out Happy Days for #1, (image)  Laverne and Shirley.   

 

Very popular shows at the time.  Now some here today may be saying, “I’m not sure I’ve really 

heard of any of these.”  You see, none of these 3 shows are popular now.  Oh, they may be a few 

re-runs, but their major popularity is gone.  You see popularity comes and goes. 

 

I took this picture last week (image of free standing telephone by a convenient store).  I was 

surprised to even find this.  There use to be quite a few of these telephones around.  In fact their 

use to be phone booths (now I wonder where Superman changes clothes…but that’s another story).  

You see with cell phones the popularity of these free standing phones is no more. 

 

But friends, let me share something with you from scripture:  Hebrews 13:8  “Jesus Christ is the 

same yesterday, and today and forever. 

 

Jesus gave up popularity---the crowds, the “red carpet,” the palms, the donkey the shouting…He 

gave up all that popularity for a purpose. 

 

You see---this king was not entering on a prancing horse declaring a political or military victory, 

but He was entering on a humble donkey symbolizing a spiritual delivery and victory. 

 

The people are shouting the word “Hosanna.”  Hosanna comes from 2 Hebrew words. 
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Yasha=deliver, save 

 

Anna=beg 

 

YASHA ANNA 

“I BEG YOU TO SAVE.” 

 

“Please deliver us.”   

 

However, Jesus gave up the popularity of any political kingdom to bring a spiritual kingdom 

atmosphere. 

 

VERSE 10:  And when he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred up, saying, “Who is 

this?”  

 

Oh, the King is coming…are you stirred up?  Are you excited?   

 

There was a man who late one Sunday night, was driving home from a brief trip. He stopped at a 

roadside diner in a Texas hill country town to snag a quick cup of coffee. As is typical of many 

people, he quickly used all the sugar packets the waitress had left on the table for him; but wanted 

more. 

As the waitress came near his table again, he called out, “Ma'am, we're going to need more sugar 

for this table." The crusty old gal defiantly put her hands on her hips, leaned over toward him and 

snapped, "Listen, bud, before I give you more sugar, you stir what you got. 

Are you stirred up? 

Christ loved us first.  Have you stirred what you got? 

Chris has forgiven us?  Have you stirred up what you’ve got? 

Christ gives grace upon grace.  Have you stirred what you’ve got? 

Christ has blessed you.  Have you stirred what you’ve got? 

 

Scripture says the whole city was stirred up.  Oh PHUMC be stirred up for Jesus.  Are you stirred 

up?  Xxxxx 

 

May your heart break for what breaks his.  Have a selfless faith. 

 

Jesus gave up popularity to be put to shame by being crucified and dying on a cross.  

 

Hosanna---Save Us! 

 

Save us from control---give it up! 

Save us from expectations---give them up! 

Save us from superiority---give it up! 

Save us from our selfish life---give it up! 
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Save us from having enemies----may we give them up! 

Save us from popularity----give it up for a purpose. 

 

A purpose to follow. 

To go where He goes. 

To move when He moves. 

To love who He loves. 

To serve how He serves. 

 

The scripture passage was in part scripture echoes back in the Psalms.  It is from Psalm 118 one 

of the Hallel praise songs sung at Passover. 

 

Here these words as they apply to Palm Sunday and the Triumphal Entry. 

 

Psalm 118:24-29English Standard Version (ESV) 

 
24 This is the day that the LORD has made; 

    let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
25 Save us, we pray, O LORD! 

    O LORD, we pray, give us success! 
26 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD! 

    We bless you from the house of the LORD. 
27 The LORD is God, 

    and he has made his light to shine upon us. 

Bind the festal sacrifice with cords, 

    up to the horns of the altar! 
28 You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; 

    you are my God; I will extol you. 
29 Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; 

    for his steadfast love endures forever! 

 

Yasha Anna 

Yasha Anna 

 

I beg you to save! 

 

Hosanna!  Hosanna!  Hosanna in the Highest!! 

 

 

 

 

 


