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THIS is God’s Word!  Number of books in the Bible: 66------Chapters: 1,189-------Verses: 31,101---Longest 

verse: Esther 8:9 (over 70 words)----Shortest verse: John 11:35 (2 words: "Jesus wept")---Longest chapter: 

Psalm 119 (176 verses) 

 

But all of that is just “information” and “statistics.” Why if we wanted to we could even reduce the whole Bible 

down to 50 words----it would go something like this. (and I’ve used this before) 

God made. 

Adam bit 

Noah arked 

Abraham split 

Joseph ruled 

Jacob fooled 

Bush talked 

Moses balked 

Pharaoh plagued 

People walked 

Sea divided 

Tablets guided 

Promise landed 

Saul freaked 

David peeked 

Prophets warned 

Jesus born 

God walked 

Love talked 

Anger crucified 

Hope died 

Love rose 

Spirit flamed 

Word spread 

God remained. 

 

But this is not just any book.  It certainly does not need to be reduced to 50 Words.  This is the Word of God.  

Divinely inspired.  This book is important. 

 

Now my cell phone is important.   

I look at it several times a day. 

It has my calendar and important dates in it. 

I ask it questions. (Google, where is….) 

I have a notes section. 

I have various apps.   
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Weather app gives me the forecast. 

I use it when I travel.  Most know I’m a bit directionally challenged.  Use voice GPS on cell 

phone….sometimes I hear the dreaded….recalculating, because I made a wrong turn. 

My loved ones speak to me and text me through it. 



I carry it with me wherever I go.  (In fact one time I went 3 blocks from the house, realized I didn’t have my 

cell phone,  I about freaked out, “What am I going to do?” and I turned around and went back to get my cell 

phone. 

 

The Bible 

What if I looked at it several times a day? 

The Bible has important dates in it. 

What if I sought answers to my questions from it? 

What if I made notes in it? 

What if I used the Bible’s apps.?  What is His Word’s app-application to me? 

What it I use the Bible to help with a spiritual forecast? 

What if I used the Bible when I travel this life’s journey? 

The Bible speaks to me.  The one Who loves me the most has written this just for me. 

What if I carried the Bible wherever I went? 

 

By the way you can carry the Bible wherever you go if you carry your cell phone with you.  2 apps I would 

recommend are You Version (Image) and Bible Gateway (image).  We have free wi-fi connections here in the 

sanctuary and in our primary Bible Study room in Room 202-203 so that you can connect to you cell phone-

Bibles. 

 

Last week Jeremy Gross, our Family Discipleship Director, began our sermon series Go Deep.  A solid job 

Jeremy!  Thank you!  Bible study is important because this Book is important, because it is not just  a book.  A 

great statement that Jeremy made last week, and that I’m stealing this week….thanks Jeremy, is (image) 

Community happens in circles not rows. 
 

Now  let me explain.  In worship we are in rows.  And you kind of know those around you…because, bless your 

heart…you sit in the same place every Sunday.  But you cannot really get to know someone---share prayer 

requests, know about their family, develop a relationship with them that much on a Sunday morning.  However 

in a small group as you are in a circle, or circles you begin to live life together and share together.  Each person 

here needs to be, should be in a Bible Study.  Let me repeat that.  Each person here needs to be, should be in a 

Bible Study.  After the service today in the Multi-Purpose Room (where the donuts are!) there is Small Group 

Connect people that would love to talk to you.  These are people that will be leading some small groups coming 

up in just a few weeks.  Talk to them.  Move from the row to a circle. 

 

For the next few weeks we will continue the series Go Deep.  It is important to study God’s word and we need to 

be more intentional about doing that. 

 

Now when I think of Go Deep one image that comes to my mind is swimming. (image/Deep End).  As a child 

we had a city wide swimming pool at our city park.  Each year the Recreation Department of the City offered 

swim lessons.  
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So as a little kid I would go and began at level one, which it that day meant they would put you in a very shallow 

part of the pool and I remember they had a sock with marbles in it, tied at the top…and they would throw the sock 

with marbles in the water and have us get it.  It got us use to getting our head under water.  And then the instructor 

would keep throwing it a little farther out.  

 

Every summer, swim lessons.  I progressed to the point where I was at the class where we set on the edge of the 

deep end.  It was a roped off area.  It was the diving board area.  So I learned to swim in the deep in, did some 

diving, but to be honest I didn’t like diving off the diving board.  I didn’t really like going deep. It was 

uncomfortable for me. 

 



Also when I think of God Deep I think of football (image).  Are you ready for some football???? The quarterback 

gets ready and we hear the announcer saying, “He’s going deep….”  Now when a quarterback does that there is 

a risk.  Will he be sacked?  Will the receiver go deep enough, will he get it?  So I brought a football with me 

today.  Are you ready to Go Deep???? 

 

And then we have the logo of our series---Go Deep. (logo slide) You have to get your gloves on, and you got to 

be centered, and you got to start digging. 

 

Go Deep---in swimming was a little scary for me.  Go Deep---in football there is some risk involved.  Go Deep-

--digging takes some work.  Bible study Go Deep---a little scary, some rick, and takes some work.  Are you with 

me???? 

 

Our scripture was read by Dana Roeling who is our Business Administrator, but also our Education Director who 

oversees all of Board of Educational Ministries.  She read this:  15 Study to show yourself approved by God, a 

workman who need not be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 

 

Oh my, study!  When I was in 8th grade our class voted at the end of the year “superlatives.”  A vote by the fellow 

students on what others thought you were good at.  I remember I received 2 recognitions.  One was “Most 

Studious.”  The second was “Most Dependable.”  Not the interesting thing about the Most Studious award was I 

took probably most of the books at my locker home every night.  Carried them in my arms and walked the 5 

blocks or so to my house.  Other students would take one book home, or maybe none.  Some of them made the 

same grades I did.  For me…to make the grades I had to study, study, study.  Yes in High School, I got the gold 

cords, later received a Bachelor of Science Degree in Secondary Education with a Major in Speech and Drama. 

Later received a Master of Divinity degree.  All of that required study. 

 

Scripture says to study to show yourself approved.  Show yourself approved by God!  Read that and I thought of 

getting a Seal of Approval (Image). 

 

Many translations rather than saying “study” says “work hard,” “do your best,” “be zealous,” “be eager.”  Friends 

as we study the Bible as we join a small group or Bible Study it may be a little scary, a little risky, and even 

require some work.   
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Also in this scripture it mentions 2 people that are not mentioned much in scripture.  Hymenaeus and Philetus. 

16 But avoid profane foolish babblings, for they will increase to more ungodliness, 17 and their word will 

spread like gangrene: Among them are Hymenaeus and Philetus, 18 who have erred concerning the truth, 

saying that the resurrection has already occurred, and who overthrow the faith of some.  

Notice it says they have erred concerning the truth.  This is because they said the resurrection is already past.  

They did not believe in a bodily resurrection, but they believed that all that was resurrected was that the soul 

awakes from sin.  This is not correct Biblical study.  They have erred concerning the truth of scripture. 

In fact in 1 Timothy (1:20) Hymenaeus is mentioned there also and it says they he has made a shipwreck of his 

faith.  He made a shipwreck of his faith because he misinterpreted scripture.  I wonder if Hymenaeus and Philetus 

were in a small group?  I’m guessing---no.  As we study together it keeps up accountable with handling and 

interpreting God’s word correctly. 

So someone may ask, “Why study the Bible?”  xxxx  I’m glad you asked. 

Why Study the Bible? 



 

1.  Because it is God’s word to us. 

 

2.  Because it contains the truth. 

 

3.  We can deepen our relationship with God. 

 

4.  We can be comforted, inspired, challenged, and receive guidance. 

 

5.  It helps us maintain a proper focus. 

 

6.  It gives us instructions and equips us to witness and serve. 

 

7.  It centers us in the reality of God’s deep love for us. 

 

Tomorrow is total Solar Eclipse.  Anyone know what time it starts?  (1:17 p.m.)  What is the maximum time when 

the eclipse is at its peak (2:49 p.m.).  When is the eclipse over (4:13 p.m.) 

How did you know that?  Xxxx 

When was the last North American total Eclipse?  ---June 8, 1918 

When will the next one be?  April 8, 2024 

 

How did I know all of that?  I had to look it up?  Oh, I heard about it.  But I had to ‘study’ to find all those times?  

How do you know what’s in the Bible?  Don’t just hear about it, read it, study it!  Don’t have a “S-O-N” eclipse!!!! 

An eclipse by definition is when something blocks the  
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light.  Don’t let anything get in your way of you and the S O N. Small Group Connect in Multi-Purpose Room 

after service. 

 

Found this, I am not sure what translation it is, but I like the way this is said, “Be eager to show God you are 

genuine, a worker who needs not be ashamed by dealing with His Word accurately.” 

 

Be eager, be zealous, work hard, do your best…study.  When I think of study I can’t help but to think of school.  

I want to shift gears to share about the ministry that is going on through our Board of Educational Trustees that 

oversees our outreach ministry and mission.  In each one of these ministries study ad application of God’s word 

is done. 

 

First I would like those who serve on the Board of Educational Trustees to stand. 

 

Dana Roeling is our Business Administrator and Education Director who oversees all of these school/educational 

ministries. 

 

In 1983 The Robin’s Nest Preschool was begun (image).  Our current director is Anne Martinelli, Assistant 

Director is Pat Rowe.  Like all faculty and staff of The Robin’s Nest to stand. A total of 19 staff. We are at 

capacity with 144 students. 

 

In 1987 Stars and Comets ministry began (image).  Chris Steurnagel, Director and Rob Rowe, Assistant Director.  

This is our Before and After School Ministry.  They have children from 10 schools coming.  They have 23 staff, 

if they will stand.  They have a ministry to 190 students. 

 

In 1992 Camp Cubber began. (Image) This is a summer Christian day camp. Started by long time church member 

Lavonne Caple with 30 students.  It now takes 115 staff and is the largerst Christian day camp in Florida.  Chris 

Steurnagel directs this ministry.  This year we averaged 485 students each day!!!!! 



 

In 1995 Westlake Christian School began (image).  Head of School, Jayanne Roggenbaum.  Assistant Head of 

School, Kathy Leone, Director of Academics, Beverly Wakefield, and Director of Technology Paul Weaver.  65 

staff….please stand.  The largest enrollment in the history of the school where we have 369 students in our 

Kindergarten through 8th grade. 

 

There is a United Methodist Church in South East Florida that has a Kindergarten through 5th grade school.  There 

is a United Methodist Church in South West Florida that has a Kindergarten through 10th grade, but we are the 

only United Methodist Church that has a Preschool through 8th grade with a Before and After School Care as well 

as a Summer Camp!!!!!! 

 

That means that each day there are over 100 staff, faculty, administration on campus….and there are over 700 

students on campus each and every day!!!  Woo-hoo!!!! 

 

As I studied God’s word I want to give some words of scripture to all of our faculty, staff, and administration.  

(image)  You we want to thank you for your ministry.  
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So you see a picture of a small give away to remind you of your ministry.  It is a picture frame.  You can replace 

the card that says,  “Put on your cape, it’s Monday morning.” Then again you may want to leave it in there. 

 

Biblical words to study on this year--- 

Faith….Matthew 17:20.  If you have the faith like a mustard seed you may say to the mountain…or student….and 

they will move. 

 

Hope…Colossians 1:27….Christ in YOU the hope of glory. 

 

Courage…Psalm 31:24….Be strong and let your heart take courage…” 

 

God Gives Me Strength.  You will see a little tin that has “BOOM…Philippians 4:13, I can do all things through 

Christ who strengthens me!!  Inside that tin are some, well they look like little beads, but they are mints.  After 

all you are MINT to be in ministry. 

 

During the last song, I’ll give you a sign as to when to come forward….I would like all staff, faculty, staff, and 

administration to come forward and stand here in the front.  We want to present you with a small gift and say 

“Thank You!”  We want to have a prayer of blessing on you after the song.  And then I want you to stay standing 

and in place as after the Benediction I would love to have the congregation come and tell you “thank you” for the 

ministry that you do each and every day.   

 

So as a wrap up.  

1.  We all need to be involved in a Bible Study. 

2.   Through our Board of Education Ministries over 700 students Monday through Friday are hearing and 

receiving application from the Bible.  Through their ministries they are helping students and families:  Go Deep. 

 

 

 
 

 

 


