
1 of 5 

Luke 5:17-26 
Go Deep: Community 

Jeremy Gross 
Palm Harbor United Methodist Church 

Saturday, August 13, 2017 
 

Know: God created me to be in community 
Feel: I want to be in community with other believers 
Do: Commit to being in a small group or Bible study 

 
Intro 

Today, we begin a new Sermon series entitled, “Go Deep.” This series is going to discuss how 
we can Go Deeper in our faith.  To Go Deep in our relationship with God through studying His word, 
and how we can better connect in relationships with other believers.  Our Vision here at Palm Harbor 
United Methodist Church is “All Ages, All In…Loving God and Loving All”.  So this morning, we are 
going to be talking about Community, how we…as a community of faith…can connect with God and 
connect with others.     

 
What do you think of when I say, “Community?”  Community is a unified body of individuals 

with common interests living in a particular area. Is community growing or declining?  Are we 
growing closer together or further apart?  Let us not even talk about the church of a moment.  Do you 
think that as a society in general, we are more connected as a society and or are we becoming 
disconnected?   

 
How about technology? Does technology help us or hurt us when it comes to be closer together.  

Technology can be an amazing tool to help friends and families separated by location still stay 
connected with one another.  We have friends who are missionaries in Turkey they get to see their 
family once a year if they are lucky.  They only get to see their friends in the US when they travel back 
to the states every couple years.  However, email and video calling allow them to stay in touch with 
family and friends.  They are also able to stay connected with the people who financially support their 
ministry.  The same is true for a friend or family member who deployed in the military or someone, 
like my brother, who travels overseas for work.  Technology can be positive! 

 
However, think about when you go to a restaurant.  You look around at the other tables.  How 

many cell phones do you see out?  How many people are texting or on Facebook instead of talking to 
the person across the table.  How many kids watch a TV show rather than learning how to carry on a 
conversation.  In this case, technology is causing us to be disconnected from community.  In everyday 
life, does email and text messages facilitate deep, meaningful relationship?  Probably not.  We long to 
be in community.  Why is that?     

 
Community is a unified body of individuals with common interests living in a particular area.  

When we were created, man and woman were in perfect relationship with God.  In the Garden of 
Eden, there was nothing between them.  This is what we were created for!  Perfect communication, 
perfect love, perfect relationship with God.  There are no barriers to relationship.  However, after sin, 
there is a separation and with this separation, there is a breakdown in relationship, a breakdown in 
community, not only with God, but also with each other.  Sin taints our relationships.  We are created 
to as relational beings.  Why?  Because we were created in the image of a relational God and this is the 
reason that sin, which separates us from God, is so heartbreaking to God.  God wants us to be in 
relationship.  Relationship with Him and relationship with each other.   

 
Acts 2:42 shows us an amazing picture of Biblical community.   
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Acts 2:42-47; 42 “They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous 
signs were done by the apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had everything in common. 
45 Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. 46 Every day they 
continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together 
with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord 
added to their number daily those who were being saved.”   

 
We were never meant to go it alone.  We are supposed to be connected in community.  People 

want to feel a sense of belonging that their friends care about them, where people are glad you are 
there.  This is what Sunday morning should be.  This place of connection should be the church!  This 
should be met by a community of faith.  However, when this need is not met at church with other 
believers, people will look to other places to meet their need for community, their need for belonging 
and fellowship.  People will gravitate to other places where they feel they fit in, where they feel a sense 
of belonging.   
 
Audio Clip - Cheers Theme Song 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rS0VQOHX7lM  
 

The TV sitcom, Cheers, aired 11 seasons from 1982 to 1993.  “Sometimes you want to go, where 
everybody knows you name and they’re always glad you came.  You want to be where you can see our 
troubles are all the same you want to be where everybody knows you name.”  This is how you should 
feel at church!  People are starved for relationship and they will stop at nothing to find it. 

 
So what does it look like?  Acts 2:42; 42 “They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching 

and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.”  It is being there for each other; it is 
eating together, encouraging one another, being vulnerable, holding each other accountable, praying 
together.  This is what Christianity is all about.   

 
I believe that “Life is better when you're connected” and the easiest place to connect in 

community is through small groups.  Small groups help a small church grow and keep a large church 
small.  It is difficult to live in community only seeing someone one day a week.  I small groups, there 
are opportunities to grow closer together and closer to God by doing life together.   
 
Video Clip - Shallow Small Group Bible Study 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NMyTMTmJU6E  

 
Now this is not the type of group we are promoting here at the church.  We believe in groups 

that encourage community and doing life together.  My question for you is: who is the person, or 
people in your life that are there to encourage you, to hold you accountable, to point you to God?  It is 
the relationships you are in right now that change the trajectory of your life.  Make sure you are 
surrounding yourself with people who will point you to God.  Doing life together means we are there 
for each other in good times and in bad.  We are there to celebrate the birthdays, anniversaries, 
engagements, birth announcements.  It also means that we are there when times are tough…through 
difficult seasons with children, the loss of job, a cancer diagnosis.  This is when we need support the 
most.  When the faith of the group is stronger than our own faith.  In these times when group 
members are struggling, we can be there to encourage, to lift up, to support.  And when we have 
difficult times, they are there for us.   
 

Hear the words that Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a theologian during WWII.  Hear what Bonhoeffer 
says concerning the importance of community.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rS0VQOHX7lM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NMyTMTmJU6E


3 of 5 

 
 “He needs his brother man as a bearer and proclaimer of the divine word of salvation.  He 
needs his brother solely because of Jesus Christ.  The Christ in his own heart is weaker than the 
Christ in the word of his brother; his own heart is uncertain, his brother’s is sure.”  (Life 
Together) 
 
What does this mean?  It means that in need to be there for my brother.  When my brother is 

going through something, his faith is weak.  It could be the same situation he spoke life to me about a 
month ago.  I need to be there for him to remind him of the promises of God. 

 
This level of connection, this level of community is difficult to happen on Sunday morning 

alone.  “Community happens in circles, not rows.”  Strong, substantial community is difficult on 
Sunday morning alone.  In a weekly worship service there is very little deliberate community. People 
probably won’t notice if you miss a week here or there and YOUR individual attendance has very little 
effect on the overall service. In a small group however, if you don’t attend, you are missed and your 
absence significantly changes the content of the meeting. 

 
Andy Stanley, son of Pastor Charles Stanley, is the Founding and Senior Pastor of North Point 

Community Church, North Point currently averages more than 36,000 people in attendance among 
its six campuses each week, making it the largest church in Metro Atlanta area. 

 
Here what he said in a podcast I recently listened to: 
“Let’s say that something happens to me, all the staff, and all the buildings simultaneously 

explode. Let’s make it worst case scenario. There’s no staff. There’s no buildings. And there’s no me. 
Here’s what would happen. On Monday, Tuesday and Thursday of the following week, thousands and 
thousands of adults would gather in homes all over the city and pray together, and do bible study 
together and take care of whatever family members are left over and the church is going to go on. 

 
Because at the end of the day, circles are better than rows. And from day one, we’ve been 

committed to creating a culture that’s all about circles and not rows. We are famous for our rows. But 
the strength of our churches is what happens in circles.” 

 
Luke 5:17-25 (NIV) 

17 One day as he was teaching, Pharisees and teachers of the law, who had come from every 
village of Galilee and from Judea and Jerusalem, were sitting there. And the power of the 
Lord was present for him to heal the sick.  

18 Some men came carrying a paralytic on a mat and tried to take him into the house to lay him 
before Jesus.  

19 When they could not find a way to do this because of the crowd, they went up on the roof and 
lowered him on his mat through the tiles into the middle of the crowd, right in front of Jesus.  

20 When Jesus saw their faith, he said, "Friend, your sins are forgiven."  
21 The Pharisees and the teachers of the law began thinking to themselves, "Who is this fellow 

who speaks blasphemy? Who can forgive sins but God alone?"  
22 Jesus knew what they were thinking and asked, "Why are you thinking these things in your 

hearts?  
23 Which is easier: to say, 'Your sins are forgiven,' or to say, 'Get up and walk'?  
24 But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins..." He said 

to the paralyzed man, "I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home."  
25 Immediately he stood up in front of them, took what he had been lying on and went home 

praising God.  
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26 Everyone was amazed and gave praise to God. They were filled with awe and said, "We have 
seen remarkable things today."  

 
This is a perfect example of what a community of believers can offer.  There are a couple of 

things I want to point out to you in the text.  First, the paralyzed man would not have come before 
Jesus if not for the faith of these four men who carried him.  Look here in verse 20, “When Jesus saw 
their faith, he said, ‘Friend, your sins are forgiven.’”  Jesus saw their faith.  Jesus saw the faith of the 
four men carrying the paralytic.  This may or may not include the paralyzed man’s faith.  Hebrews 
11:1 (KJV) – “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.”  These 
men knew about the healing power of Jesus and they wanted to share it with someone in need.  First, 
these men arrived at the right house.  Jesus was there.  To have faith, you have to know how to get to 
Jesus. 

 
You need to surround yourself with people who know where to get the answers.  Have you ever 

had a friend who every time you speak all they ever do is talk about their problems, talk about how 
bad things are going in their life and just kind of bring you down?  If you cannot think of one person 
in your life that you have thought this about, then chances are that person is you.  Choose to be 
around people who will encourage you and lift you up.  People who know where to get answers and 
will carry you if necessary to get you there.  

 
So, faith is the first thing we need to come to Jesus.  The second is determination.  What 

happened as these men carried the paralyzed man to the house Jesus was at?  Faith told them they 
had to get to Jesus, but they couldn’t get through front door.  What did they do?  Did they say, “Oh 
well, we tried.”  Then turn to go home?  Did they give up?  No!  They were not leaving without a 
healing.   

 
These 4 men had worked hard and were not going to give up just because the encountered 

some roadblocks along the way.  Luke 5:19 When they could not find a way to do this because of the 
crowd, they went up on the roof and lowered him on his mat through the tiles into the middle of the 
crowd, right in front of Jesus.   

 
These men carried the paralyzed man on his mat for who knows how far.  And when they 

reached the house they could not get in the front door because of the number of people.  They must 
have been tired.  But they had a purpose.  They were not leaving until they were in front of Jesus.  It 
was the determination of these men which brought the paralyzed man before Jesus.  When they 
could not get in the door, what did they do?  They got creative.  Mark 2:4; 4 “Since they could not get 
him to Jesus because of the crowd, they made an opening in the roof above Jesus and, after digging 
through it, lowered the mat the paralyzed man was lying on.”  They dug through roof; that is 
creativity.   

 
Their faith told them where they needed to go, but it was their determination that got them 

there.  I want to share with you another video about a father’s determination. 
  

Video Clip – Team Hoyt (4.04 min) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MnhDyc7AZ5U  

 
Total Events - 1130 events (As of last year – 2016) 

 97 Half Marathons  

 72 Marathons, 32 Boston Marathons  

 257 Triathlons 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MnhDyc7AZ5U
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For the past 40 years Dick has pushed and pulled his son across the country and over 1100 
finish lines. It they’re not in a marathon they are in a triathlon — a combination of 26.2 miles of 
running, 112 miles of bicycling, and 2.4 miles of swimming. Together they have climbed mountains.  
They once even trekked 3,735 miles across America.  When Dick runs, Rick is right there with him 
being pushed in his wheelchair. When Dick cycles, Rick is riding with him. When Dick swims, Rick is 
in a small boat being pulled by his father.  

 
At birth, Rick’s umbilical cord coiled around his neck and cut off oxygen to his brain. Dick and 

his wife, Judy, were told that there would be no hope for their child’s development.  
 
In 1977, Rick told his father he wanted to participate in a five-mile benefit run for a local 

lacrosse player who had been paralyzed in an accident. Dick agreed to push Rick in his wheelchair. 
They finished next to last, but they felt they had achieved a triumph. That night, Dick remembers how 
Rick told him, “Dad, when I’m running, it feels like I’m not handicapped.”  It was that statement that 
started it all.  It was the love of a father for a son. 

 
It is by this man’s determination that his son can live.  “He didn’t feel handicapped when he 

was competing.”  That was the goal for this father.  To allow his son to feel accepted; to allow his son 
to feel “normal.”  It was by his determination that he could feel free.   

 
It takes faith to trust in Jesus enough to know when you need to come to Him.  It takes 

determination to get there.  It is through community that we can be there to support our brother and 
sisters and in turn, they will support us when we cannot.  My challenge for you this morning is to 
think about community.  Think about the place that you find connection, meaning, and purpose.  Is 
that a group who holds encourages you, holds you accountable, and most importantly points you to 
God?  Does this group have the faith to know where you need to go?  And do they have the 
determination to carry your there if you can’t get there on your own? 

 
I ask you to consider joining a small group this fall.  I want to speak to 3 different groups of 

people here this morning.  (1) Maybe you would say to me I am in a group, I do find community there, 
so what is next?  I would ask you consider becoming a group leader or facilitator.  That sounds scary 
for a lot of people but it shouldn’t be.  At its simplest form, a facilitator welcomes people, plays a DVD, 
and asks the group questions from the leader’s guide.  If that is you, find me this morning so we can 
talk about what being a group leader would look like.  The next person this morning, is someone who 
has been in a group previously, either at this church or another, and stopped for whatever reason (got 
busy, the group stopped, or maybe you don’t know why).  I encourage you to find a group this fall and 
give it another chance.  And the final person this morning is someone who maybe has never been in a 
small group.  I pray you would consider taking a step of faith, a step out of your comfort zone a join a 
group this fall. 

 
The next two Sundays we are having a Small Group Connect event after each service in the 

Multi-Purpose Room.  What is Small Group Connect you might ask?  Well I am glad you asked.  All of 
the group leaders meeting this fall will be in one place with information about their current study and 
details about their group.  This will allow you to meet our leaders, ask any questions about their 
group, and most of all you can sign up.  Please make a point to stop by Small Group Connect one of 
the next two Sundays.  Remember that “Life change happens in circles, not rows.”  

 
Let’s go before God in prayer. 


