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In the very first church I served I was told by a certain woman, who got in my face and raised her 

voice and said “I think your humor in your sermon well, it’s just not appropriate. And just about 

sacrilegious mixing humor with your message.” By the way she said that with a sour look on her 

face. 

 

However, good or bad that did not stop me. In my next appointment I had a small church that 

seated about 150 on the main floor and maybe another 50 in a little balcony they had.  The sound 

system was in the balcony, and often some youth or friends of the sound tech.  Of course I could 

see what was being done in the balcony, but others couldn’t.  I pastor at that church 4 years and I 

don’t know when it was in my time there, but my reputation for using humor quickly became 

known.  Yes, they would sometimes literally and vocally boo at my jokes or attempts at puns or 

humor.  However, I was unprepared when one Sunday I used some humor, are told a joke or used 

a pun…when I looked up in the balcony and I saw people holding score cards, each with various 

numbers on them.  I asked later what they were doing…they said, “We were rating and scoring 

your jokes.”  Glad we don’t have a balcony here…and I can’t really see back to the sound booth.  

I say that to say that as we begin a sermon series on the book of Philippians I just had to get this 

picture out of the way.  (Image)   I wish someone would ask me, “What is that?”xxx  That is Fill 

a Pie!!! 

 

No this is actually “Philippi.”  (map image)  The book Philippians was written to the people at 

Philippi.  It is 10 miles in from the Aegean Sea the Eastern portion of Greece.  Philippi was named 

for Phillip II of Macedonia the father of Alexander the Great. Philippians was written by Paul and 

was actually written while he was in prison in Rome. It is the first church founded in Europe. The 

theme of the book is Encouragement.  A bit ironic, or should I say profound since Paul is writing 

this from a prison cell.   

 

A Study Bible I have (English Standard Version  by Crossway)  says this, “Paul wants to encourage 

the Philippians to live out their lives of a heavenly colony, as evidenced by a growing commitment 

to service to God and to one another.”   

 

As we have this series of “Flippin’ Thru Philippians I suggest you bring your Bibles we also have 

free wifi connection for your electronic devices such as Iphones, tablets, and Ipads.  Today we will 

be looking at passages from Chapter 1, then next week Chapter 2 and so forth.  We are unable to 

take the entire chapter each week so certain passages will be highlighted.  I encourage you to read 

Philippians chapter 2 before next week’s worship. 

 

Let’s dive in and look at verses 9-11 of chapter 1.   
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Philippians 1:9-11English Standard Version  9 And it is my prayer that your love may 

abound more and more, with knowledge and all discernment, 10 so that you may approve 

what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, 11 filled with the fruit 

of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God. 

 

Let’s explore this passage.  Paul loved his churches.  He wants to encourage them.  I have loved 

every church I have served.  However, there were some people in each church I struggled with..but 

I am happy to say love overcame.  So even though Paul says this is his prayer…I would like to 

make it my prayer for you. 

 

What is that prayer?  First of all---that your love may abound more and more.  Now I will continue 

to date myself but some songs popped into my head about love.  One was popular back in 1965 by 

Dionne Warwick.  “What the world needs now is love sweet love, It's the only thing that there's 

just too little of. What the world needs now is love sweet love, No not just for some but for 

everyone.”   

 

And then there was the 1984 Tina Turner classic, “What’ Love Got to Do with it?”  My 

answer…everything.  Love has got everything to do with it.  Now I know I quoted a song from the 

60’s and 80’s…to be honest I tried to find some wholesome songs about love that are current…and 

well…I failed…I searched the internet and couldn’t find any I could quote that would be okay for 

all ears to listen to.  Sad. 

 

My prayer is that your love, people of PHUMC abounds more and more.  That love is both internal 

and external.  I hope, I pray that love is felt and experienced when people walk on this campus.  I 

also hope that we abound in love…taking it abroad as our Student Ministries are doing with going 

to Belize…like our men’s Helping Hands lead by Greg McFerrin is doing to share love, by literally 

being the hands and feet with assisting those in our church and community.  I don’t know many 

people where it can be said… “Well, you know, they love too much.”  Ah, may your love abound 

more and more. 

 

May it be done with knowledge and discernment.  Truly understand what it means to follow Jesus.  

It is not always easy…remember Paul is writing this while he is in jail.  In desert times, in dry 

times.  In the fire when there is weakness, trial or pain it is difficult. 

 

We find after this phrase a “so that.”  So that is a signifier that there is a result.  We want love to 

abound more and more; we want knowledge and discernment…why?  For what result?  So that… 

so that you may approve what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day of Christ. 

 

Now what is it that is excellent.  We go to another passage of Paul in 1 Corinthians 12 where Paul 

is talking about all the spiritual gifts including healing, prophecy, tongues…but the last verse of 

that chapter he says, “And I will show you a more excellent way.”  And the very next verse is 1 

Corinthians chapter 13…known as the “love chapter.”  The more excellent way is love. 
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And therefore be pure and blameless.  Ah oh…pure and blameless.  I wish I were like this… 

(image of Ivory Soap).  Ivory Soap 99 44/100’s pure.  It floats.  Well if I’m that pure I hope I’ll 

just float on up to heaven!  And yet it says we are to be pure and blameless to be ready for Christ’s 

coming or until the day we meet Christ.  Let me throw out a good Methodist word and also a very 

Biblical word that we don’t use in current society---holiness.   

 

Here’s a picture of my Alma Mater, (image) Asbury College…now Asbury University.  I have 

both  daughter and a son who are also alumni.  I, and yes, Jenny and Andy did too…had required 

chapel 3 times a week.  Notice the phrasing of what we were looked at each of those 3 days a week 

we were in chapel… “Holiness Unto the Lord.”   

It says in Hebrews 12:14 (New Revised Standard Version) 14 Pursue peace with everyone, and 

the holiness without which no one will see the Lord.  

Holiness…pure and blameless…and the only way we can do that is not of ourselves…but pure 

and blameless in the sight of God by what Jesus Christ has done for us and in us!  And filled with 

the fruit of righteousne3ss that comes…not of ourselves, but how….THROUGH JESUS CHRIST.  

Why…to the glory and praise of God.   

 

Let’s look at verses 9-11 in another version.  From The Message Bible. 

 

Philippians 1:9-11The Message : Live a lover’s life, circumspect and exemplary, a life Jesus 

will be proud of: bountiful in fruits from the soul, making Jesus Christ attractive to all, 

getting everyone involved in the glory and praise of God. 

 

Everyone involved in the glory and praise of God.  Yes All Ages!  All In!!!  A new service to 

continue our passion and our calling to have everyone involved in glory and praise of God.  Amen?   

 

I would be neglectful if I didn’t mention Verse 21:  “For to me to live is Christ, and to die is 

gain.”   

This famous verse is put this way in the Living Bible:  Philippians 1:21-22  Living Bible:  
21 For to me, living means opportunities for Christ, and dying—well, that’s better yet! 
22 But if living will give me more opportunities to win people to Christ, then I really don’t 

know which is better, to live or die!  

Living or dying we are in Christ.   

And now a final section to focus on:  Philippians 1:27 English Standard Version (ESV) 

27 Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come 

and see you or am absent, I may hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with 

one mind striving side by side for the faith of the gospel… 
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Wow.  Our manner of life worthy of the gospel of Christ.  How do we live our life with a manner 

worthy of Jesus.  It goes back to pure and blameless, it goes back to being filled with the fruit of 

righteousness that comes through Jesus.   

 

It was popular back in the 1990’s…remember those bracelets  (image)  WWJD  It doesn’t stand 

for What Would Jesus Drive?  And no it doesn’t mean, We Want Jack Daniels!  It stands for What 

Would Jesus Do.  A good question…now the bracelet and the bumper sticker may be 

outdated…but the message is not.  How does our life reflect the life of Jesus.  Is it Christ like?  Is 

it worthy?  Does it represent the gospel…the Good News of Christ.   

 

Here is the encouragement that Paul gives the church at Philippi.  Not just an encouragement, but 

a challenge…a goal.  He wants to hear that they are: 

 

1.  Standing firm in one spirit 

2.  Have one mind 

3.  Striving side by side for the faith of the gospel 

Using the Message Bible again, it says:  Verse 27, The Message: Stand united, singular in 

vision, contending for people’s trust in the Message, the good news, 

Multiple worship services, just like we have now…adding one..but staying united…having the 

same vision…to make disciples of Jesus Christ.  That is our vision that undergirds Loving God 

and Loving All!   

Contending for people’s trust in the Message that is the good news.  Insisting for people’s trust, 

declaring people’s trust, professing people’s trust,, affirming people’s trust, declaring people’s 

trust……our trust must be in the Message of Jesus Christ….who IS the Good News. 

As we close this first chapter---let’s look at an acronym. 

P hilippians 

H ave 

U nity 

M ission 

C ompassion 

Oh, why look at that…it says PHUMC.  Parishioners Have Unity Mission Compassion.  PHUMC   
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A unity in our mission…to live a life worthy of the gospel.  Unity in the mission to love God and 

love all---all ages.  Unity to Gather God’s people for worship, Grow disciples of Jesus Christ and 

then to Go serve the community and the world…thank you Student Ministries for being an 

example.  And to do all we do at PHUMC with compassion.  That your love may abound more 

and more. 

 

This is my prayer for you today: 

 

Philippians 1:9-11 Living Bible  

9 My prayer for you is that you will overflow more and more with love for others, and at 

the same time keep on growing in spiritual knowledge and insight, 10 for I want you always 

to see clearly the difference between right and wrong, and to be inwardly clean, no one 

being able to criticize you from now until our Lord returns. 11 May you always be doing 

those good, kind things that show you are a child of God, for this will bring much praise 

and glory to the Lord. 

 

What is your prayer? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


