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Allow me to share a story that has been around for years: 

A church was having a business meeting. One of the main items on the agenda was deciding 

whether or not to buy a fancy chandelier for the entrance. The congregation was about to vote 

when Sam, the resident "aginer" woke up, rose and said, "I'm agin it fer four reasons: One, we 

don't need it. Two, we can't afford it. Three, if we was to git it, they ain't nobody here can play it. 

An' four, what we really needs here is more light." 

 

Oh beloved Chapter 2 of Philippians talks about unity.  Unity is not the same as uniformity.  We 

all don’t have to agree, and yet we need to be careful when we are “agin” something and how we 

go about being “agin” it.   

 

Many have said it but “to disagree you don’t have to be disagreeable.”  What is it that brings us 

unity in the body of Christ, what is it that are the items that we should stand united on?  One of 

Paul’s major reasons for writing the book of Philippians was for encouragement.  

 

So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the 

Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2 complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the 

same love, being in full accord and of one mind.  

 

In these verses we have an understood conditional statement.  Conditional statements are the 

“if…then” statements.  If this happens, then it means the following would happen.  If a baby cries 

then we know that the baby is hurt, ill, hungry, sleepy or wet.  If….then.   

 

Paul says IF there is any encouragement in Christ….the understood IF there is any comfort from 

love, understood if there is any participation in the Spirit, understood it there is any affection and 

sympathy…then….. 

 

If there is encouragement, if there is comfort, if there is participation in the Holy Spirit, if there is 

any affection and sympathy…then what???  The understood then is…then Paul says complete my 

joy….how….by #1 being of the same mind, #2 having the same love and #3 being in full accord 

and one mind. 

The following statement has been around and used by theologians for years, some often attribute 

it to John Wesley the founder of Methodism (not sure that is completely accurate) the statement is 

this:  "In essentials, unity; in non-essentials, liberty; and in all things, charity."  Do we have 

a unity in the essentials of the Christian faith? In those non-essentials is there liberty/ freedom.  In 

all things charity. In all things love.   

Unfortunately sometimes the church is not the best example of unity.  I found the following from 

a church cartoon a bit humorous…yet true…and sad.  
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 “A pastor was at the pulpit making the following announcement, “The church unity workshop has 

been postponed until we can agree on the date, time and color of the name tags.”  Oh to be 

encouraged to have unity about Kingdom issues.  Bringing people into the Kingdom of God, 

helping them have a relationship with Jesus Christ, caring for those in need.  In all things with 

charity and love. 

 

Oh to be in full Honda, I mean full accord of one mind!  Seek first the Kingdom of God. 

 

Sarah has taught several Beth Moore Bible Study Classes, several of the ladies here have taken 

those classes.  Sarah once told me about one of Beth Moore’s statements that I think is profound 

on several levels.  It is this: "Some issues are spine issues. They are fundamental to our Christian 

belief system. ... Others are rib issues. On these our views can go in different directions, yet we 

can respect one another deeply."(Beth Moore)  Oh to make sure we are about Kingdom issues 

and keeping the main thing the main thing.  Spine issue or rib issue? 

 
3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant 

than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests 

of others.  

 

Do we count others more significant than ourselves?  Herein is the key---humility. And not only 

humility, but service.  Looking out for the interests of others.  The church is not a social club, not 

simply an organization, not a civic club, and not even a place to gather and to not be concerned 

about what is happening in the world.   

 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, the German theologian  imprisoned by the Nazis because he refused to 

allow the church to be the tool of oppression, wrote: “The church is the church only when it 

exists for others. . . . The church must share in the secular problems of ordinary human life, not 

dominating, but helping and serving. . . . It must not underestimate the importance of human 

example which has its origin in the humanity of Jesus.  

(Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Letters and Papers from Prison, 2nd ed., ed. Eberhard Bethge, 203-4.) 

 

The phrase has been said that we can be "So earthly minded we are no heavenly good.”  But I also 

think the opposite is true.  We can be “so heavenly minded we are no earthly good.”  It is a both 

and.  In the Gospel of John (17) Jesus says we are in the world, but not of the world.  Verse 18 of 

John 17 has Jesus saying:  As you sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world.” You 

see we are not of the world and yet we are sent into the world. 

 

Later in Philippians 2 verse 15 Paul encourages us to shine as lights in the world.  I like that.  

However this last week a United Methodist colleague of mind posted something on Facebook 

and I shared his post, and want to share the statement here.  The statement my friend quoted was 

by Bob Goff, author.  Goff said this: “We can be bright lights in the world without leaving our 

high beams on and annoying everybody.”         

 

Are we sharing the Good News with love or are we trying to cram it down people’s throats? 
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5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus,  

 

Here is a critical question:  Do we have the mind of Christ Jesus?  You see, Christ is our great 

example.  Verses 5-11 are sometimes known as a Hymn of Christ.  Also known as the Kenosis 

Hymn.  Kenosis is Greek and means self-emptying of your own will and being entirely receptive 

to God’s will.  Do you have that mind among yourselves?  Do we have the attitude Christ did?  

Are we imitating Christ? 

 
6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be 

grasped,7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of 

men. 8 And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the 

point of death, even death on a cross. 

 

This is what Jesus did for us.  These verses, this ‘Hymn,’ tells of the preexistence of Christ, the 

incarnation, and His death. 

 

“He was in the form of God.”  Jesus preexistence before He came to earth.  3 in 1.  God the Father, 

God the Son, God the Holy Spirit.  As is says in John 1… “In the beginning was the word and the 

Word was God.”  Then John goes on to say, “The Word became flesh and lived among us.”  I 

always like The Message Bible’s rendition of this: The Word became flesh and blood, 

and moved into the neighborhood.´ YES!  In the world and sent! 

 

Yes, Jesus who was in heaven emptied Himself (kenosis) by taking the form of a servant being 

born in the likeness of men.  Emptying Himself by giving up all privileges of King to become an 

ordinary Jewish baby bound for the cross. He could have stayed in that preexistent divinely sate 

but love drove Him to weakness for the sake of sinful humanity.  This did not mean He was not 

still divine, but rather chose to become a man and endure all of the world, so that He could identify 

with us. 

Søren Kierkegaard made this analogy in a piece called “The King and the Maiden.” 

Suppose there was a king who loved a humble maiden. The king was like no other king. Every 

statesman trembled before his power. No one dared breathe a word against him, for he had the 

strength to crush all opponents. 

 

And yet this mighty king was melted by love for a humble maiden who lived in a poor village in 

his kingdom. How could he declare his love for her? In an odd sort of way, his kingliness tied his 

hands. If he brought her to the palace and crowned her head with jewels and clothed her body in 

royal robes, she would surely not resist-no one dared resist him. But would she love him? 

 

She would say she loved him, of course, but would she truly? Or would she live with him in fear, 

nursing a private grief for the life she had left behind? Would she be happy at his side? How 

could he know for sure? If he rode to her forest cottage in his royal carriage, with an armed 

escort waving bright banners, that too would overwhelm her. He did not want a cringing subject.  
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He wanted a lover, an equal. He wanted her to forget that he was a king and she a humble 

maiden and to let shared love cross the gulf between them. For it is only in love that the unequal 

can be made equal. 

 

The king, convinced he could not elevate the maiden without crushing her freedom, resolved to 

descend to her. Clothed as a beggar, he approached her cottage with a worn cloak fluttering loose 

about him. This was not just a disguise – the king took on a totally new identity – He had 

renounced his throne to declare his love and to win hers. 

 

Jesus emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant. Have we emptied ourselves of ourselves? 

Are we receptive to being filled with His will, His direction, His guidance? 

 

 He humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 

Crucifixion on a cross was the most humbling way a person could die.  Excruciating pain and 

absolute destruction of a person through humiliation and shame. 

 
9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every 

name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and 

under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 

the Father. 

 

I get pumped at just reading this verse.  God has highly exalted Jesus and bestowed on Him the 

name that is above every name…why?  For what result?  So that….so that at the  name of Jesus 

every knee…whose knees? Just Methodist knees?  How many knees? Should bow, in heaven and 

on earth and under the earth and---here it is---and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord 

to the glory of God the Father.  Wow and Woo-hoo!!! 

 

In these first 11 verses we are reminded of the unity by having the same mind of Christ, having 

the same love Christ had and being of one mind.  

 

We saw that humility is key.  We follow the example of Jesus, the Servant Leader.  We are to 

count others more significant than ourselves.  We are to look not just after ourselves, but even 

count others more significant than ourselves. 

 

Oh, to have the mind of Christ.  To have His attitude.  To have His humility.  To have His love.  

To empty ourselves of ourselves to be receptive to do what God wanted us to do.  To humble 

ourselves and be obedient.  Where does that obedience lead?  For Jesus that obedience took Him 

to a cross.  Oh the cross before me the world behind me…yet we are in the world and sent for the 

world to shine like a light, to have people see the Good News.   

 

Is our mind and our actions in unity with Jesus.  Do we see others as Jesus sees them?  Do we hear 

them as if Christ is hearing them through us?  Are we literally willing to put others first? 

 

Let us keep in unity about Kingdom issues.  Let’s not get caught up in ‘Rib’ issues when we need 

to be focusing on ‘Spine’ issues.   
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Oh to make a decision that we want to be like Jesus…same mind, same attitude, same humility, 

same humbleness, same obedience. Jesus is our great example. 

 

Exalt His name.   Confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.  He is for all.  He is Lord of All.  He is the 

Alpha and Omega.  He is the beginning and the end.  He is the first and the last.   

 

Let us follow the example of Jesus! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


