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Faith Circles:  Talk. It takes energy to talk.  Some suggest that it takes 70 muscles just to speak 

one word.  Wow---I’ve already used over 1400 muscles in that one sentence.  No wonder I’m tired 

after preaching 3 sermons. 

 

Now this doesn’t mean talking in circles.  You know just repeating something over and over using 

different words, but seemingly making no progress. 

 

We need to talk of our faith.  However sometimes when we hear people it kind of sounds like the 

classic Peanuts and Charlie Brown animated show.  You know the teacher talked and sounded like 

this (audio clip) We don’t want our talk to simply just be (image) blah, blah, blah.  And we want 

to be inviting and have people listen to what we are saying.  Back in the 1990’s there was the 

phrase “talk to the hand because the ears are not listening.”  (image) 

 

Jesus over and over and over in His words said, “You that have ears to hear…hear.” It’s like Jesus 

is saying “listen up, pay close attention.”  Now some may say I talk in circles.  In fact, you may be 

right.  I’m going to keep repeating myself. I’m going to keep repeating myself.  When my children 

were in elementary school they would ask me “Dad, what are your preaching on on Sunday?”  I 

would say, “Jesus.”  The next week they would ask me the same question, “Dad what are you 

preaching on on Sunday?”  Guess what I would say, “Jesus.”  Yep…going to keep repeating and 

talking about Jesus. Oh, different ways and a few different words and He has the final word.  We 

began our series 2 weeks ago talking about Faith Circles: Table and how we should “circle” around 

the table and remember Jesus and what He has done and is doing for us.  The table where we 

remember He gave His body and blood for us.  Last week, Faith Circles:  Torch…by the way our 

Senior High youth director gave the message----let’s praise God for Joel Figueroa’s message last 

week. 

 

Faith Circles:  Talk--- reminds us that like a circle that never ends we need to be talking about God 

and our faith. 

 

Let’s dive into our scripture.  As we do notice how many times it mentions using your mouth to 

share faith. 

 

Psalm 145:1English Standard Version (ESV) 
1 I will extol you, my God and King, and bless your name forever and ever. 

 

David, the writer of this Psalm says he is going to extol, going to praise God.  He is going to 

bless His name forever and ever.   

 

In fact, He says this: 2 Every day I will bless you and praise your name forever and ever. 

 

Do you bless and praise God’s name every day?  Does your talk reveal your faith? 



2 
3 Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised, and his greatness is unsearchable. 

 

Woo-hoo!!! Why prohibits us from praising Him.  We talk about everything else from sports to 

politics to children and grandchildren. Speaking of grandchildren did I tell you…. oh, never 

mind.  What if we talked about Jesus and faith as much as these other things. 

 
4 One generation shall commend your works to another, and shall declare your mighty acts. 

 

This I believe is a key verse in this passage.  We at Palm Harbor United Methodist Church are an 

intergenerational church.  We want to make sure that each generation is sharing with the other 

generation.  Not just older to younger, but having the younger teach the older.  Yes, we have 

much to learn from our youth and children.  You that have ears to hear, hear. 

 

The Contemporary English Version puts it this way:  4 Each generation will announce to the next 

your wonderful and powerful deeds. 

 

Today we have recognized and prayed for our Children, Student and Board of Education 

Ministries that are making an impact on the next generation. They have chosen which worship 

service to attend.  If I call your name as one of the leaders of these ministries please stand. 

 

We have around 90 children in our HISkidz Ministry each Sunday morning. One generation 

announcing to the next.  Thank you, Robin McFerrin, Nan Robins, Leah Wheeley, and Nilda 

Falcon and staff.   

 

 Our Student Ministries, Soldier's For Christ, have over 45 each weekend. This ministry team 

making an impact on the next generation.  Thank you Carl Rinderle, Joel Figueroa and Lynn 

Stevens. 

 

In our Board of Education Ministries we are planting seeds of the kingdom through loving, 

learning and leading.  Thank you Dana Roeling our Director of Education/Business Admistrator 

who oversees and leads our schools’ ministries. 

 

Yes, our Robin’s Nest Preschool is full with 143 students. At this preschool and VPK we are 

letting this generation know how much they are loved by Jesus.  Thank you, Anne Martinelli, Pat 

Rowe and staff. 

 

Our Stars and Comets after school program has nearly 200 students. Camp Cubber that just 

ended had around 500 students each week.  Thank you Director Chris Steurnagel and  

Rob Rowe and staff for making an impact on the next generation. 

 

 Our Westlake Christian School has an all-time high enrollment of 390.  Kindergarten through 8th 

grade.  Jayanne Roggenbaum, Head of School, Kathy Leone, Assistant Head of School, Beverly 

Wakefield, Director of Academics, and Paul Weaver Director of Technology along with the  

other directors faculty and staff are announcing to the next generation God’s wonderful and 

powerful deeds.  Thank you for making an impact on the next generation. 
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That means that each week the ministries of PHUMC are investing in nearly 900 lives of the next 

generation!!!! 

 

In the lobby you find the first names of all those nearly 900 children, youth and students.  (image 

of name board).  Only first names are there so you may see several cards made out that has the 

same name on it.  This is going to be up a couple of weeks.  I encourage you before or after 

service to stop and pray for the generations represented on these cards.  After service today, go 

and stand by the board, stretch a hand out and ask God to bless this next generation as our 

leaders commends God’s work to them.   

 

Woo-hoo!!!  What a blessing, honor and privilege to minister to nearly 900 of the next 

generation.  And yet we humbly realize the great responsibility it is to tell them about God and 

His Son, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

 
5 On the glorious splendor of your majesty, and on your wondrous works, I will meditate. 

Hold it, are we taking time to meditate, reflect on God’s wondrous works, His splendor and 

majesty?  You do that by Bible Study.  You can’t give and pass on to next generation what you 

do not have.  Are you involved in a Small group or Bible Study?   

 

You have heard Jeremy Gross our Family Discipleship Director talk about Small groups and 

Bible Study.  Encourage all to go to the Multi-Purpose Room, the gym, the Donut Room to meet 

small group leaders get a full description of the small groups and Bible Studies coming up.  It 

has been said, “life change happens in circles not rows.”  It’s great that you are here this 

morning.  Praise God.  But what small group or Bible Study are you in?  What’s your excuse?  

Oh, to be honest I don’t want to hear your excuse.  Everyone here should be in a small group or 

Bible Study.  What?  Turn to your neighbor and say, “Did he just say what I think he said?” xxxx  

Yep…if we are to reflect and meditate on God’s word we need to have a circle of faith, a faith 

circle to do that.  Someone said “My circle is so small I started talking to myself.”  Find a small 

group, find your faith circle. 

 

Faith Circle:  Talk.  Notice these words:  6 They shall speak of the might of your awesome 

deeds, and I will declare your greatness. 7 They shall pour forth the fame of your abundant 

goodness and shall sing aloud of your righteousness. 

 

It is what we say…it is our talk. Our talk of faith.  With the experience from our circles of faith 

we have a faith circle that talks. 

 
11 They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom and tell of your power, 12 to make known 

to the children of man your mighty deeds, and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 

 

Oh, who are we on this campus.  We should be people that talk of the faith.  We should be 

people that pour into the next generation.   
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With so many ministries on this campus it is hard to describe who we are.  We are…. Who are we 

on this campus.  Well my mind went to one example, but in worship planning I was reminded of 

another example. 

 

Recognize this guy. (Farmers Insurance image) And if you know the commercial you have that 

jingle ringing in your head.  (audio clip of Farmer’s jingle)   

 

So, I thought maybe we could say on this campus We are…Robin’s Nest, Stars and Comets, 

Westlake Christian School, HisKidz, Soldiers for Christ at Palm Harbor United Methodist Church  

bum ba dum bum bum bum bum.  But it doesn’t have the right ring to it. 

 

I went back and though a movie that was based on an actual event.  It was a movie released in 

2006 entitled “We Are Marshall.”  (image) 

 

The movie tells the story of a 1970 plane crash that killed 75 people: 37 football players on 

the Marshall University Thundering Herd football team, along with five coaches, two athletic 

trainers, the athletic director, 25 boosters, and a crew of five. 

 

The new coach, Jack Lengyel, played by Matthew McConaughey met with some of the surviving 

football players and others he is trying to get to play football.  He meets at the cemetery, and tells 

them, “We are here to remember…(but) from this moment on is how you will be remembered.”  

And then he says, “We are (and the football teams yells) Marshall.  We are…Marshall.” 

 

However, the University President wants to indefinitely suspend the football program, but he is 

ultimately persuaded to reconsider. A football player stands at the hearing and says, “There’s 

something you all need to hear.”  (image) They go to the window and find the college 

community  all shouting, “We are…Marshall.”   

 

Again, applying that to our campus ministries seems a bit awkward, “We are…Robin’s Nest, 

Stars and Comets, Westlake Christian School, HisKidz, Soldiers for Christ at Palm Harbor 

United Methodist Church.   

 

Who are we really? I’ve had Jessica Petot our Public Relations Coordinator working on this 

concept.   I had some thoughts gave some ideas.  We showed it to our Senior Leadership Team.  

Here is who we are: (new logo image) WE ARE ONE! 

 

We are one campus with many ministries, Robins Nest, Stars and Comets, Westlake Christian 

School and the many other ministries at Palm Harbor United Methodist Church. So many 

ministries we couldn’t fit them on the logo.  We are one serving Jesus.  We are one pouring into 

the next generation.  We are one loving God and loving all. One church with many minsitries. 

We are…one.  We are…. xxxxxONE.  We are…. ONE. 

 

In the Gospel of John chapter 17 Jesus is praying.  In the first 5 verses He prays for Himself.  In 

verses 6-19 He prays for His disciples.  And then, and then in verses 20-26 he prays for all 

believers.  Let me rephrase that.  He prays for us.  Say what?  Yes, Jesus prays for us. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southern_Airways_Flight_932
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marshall_University
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marshall_Thundering_Herd_football
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Hear these words:  

 John 17:20-23 The Message (MSG) 
20-23 I’m praying not only for them, but also for those who will believe in me because of 

them and their witness about me. The goal is for all of them to become one heart and 

mind—just as you, Father, are in me and I in you, so they might be one heart and mind 

with us. Then the world might believe that you, in fact, sent me. The same glory you gave 

me, I gave them, so they’ll be as unified and together as we are—I in them and you in me. 

Then they’ll be mature in this oneness, and give the godless world evidence that you’ve sent 

me and loved them in the same way you’ve loved me. 

 

Oh, we have a job to do.  We are….ONE! 

 

/////8:05/9:30  As Hillsong United says, 

I see a generation 

Rising up to take their place 

With selfless faith---a faith circle. 

 

I see a near revival 

Stirring as we pray and seek 

Heal my heart and make it clean 

Open up my eyes to the things unseen 

Show me how to love 

Like You have loved me 

Break my heart for what breaks Yours 

 

Come join me in prayer as we pray for the next generation. ////// 

 

///11:05  As Elevation Worship says: 

Greater is the one who's in us 

Greater is the one who calls our name 

He will never fail 

Stronger is the one within us 

Stronger is the one who fights for us 

He will never fail 

You will never fail 

Mighty is the one who's for us 

Mighty is the one who's strong to save 

He will make a way 

You will make a way 

Our God is fighting for us always 

Our God is fighting for us all 

Our God is fighting for us always 

We are not alone, we are not alone 

Come join me in prayer for the next generation. 


