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The story is told about a time when God the Father, Jesus, and Moses were out playing golf. 

Moses stepped up to the tee and hit the ball. It went sailing down the fairway and landed in the 

water hazard. Not a problem for Moses. Moses raised his club, the water parted and Moses 

chipped the ball onto the green. 

 

Next, Jesus strolled up to the tee and hit a nice long one directly toward the same water hazard. a. 

It landed right in the center of the pond on a lily pad. Not a problem for Jesus. Jesus casually 

walked out on the water and chipped the ball onto the green. 

 

Finally, it was God the Father’s turn. God took a big swing and His ball went sailing down the 

fairway and headed for the same water hazard. But, just before it fell into the water, a fish jumped 

up and grabbed the ball in its mouth. As the fish was falling back down into the water, an eagle 

swooped down and grabbed the fish in its claws. The eagle flew over the green, when a lightning 

bolt shot from the sky and barely misses it. Startled, the eagle dropped the fish and when the fish 

hit the ground, the ball popped out of its mouth and rolled into the hole for a hole-in-one. Moses 

turned to Jesus and said, “I hate playing golf with your Dad! He always wins.” 

 

Hold that thought.  Today we ask that Frequently Asked Questions:  Why is there evil in the world?  

If I were to ask you, “How many believe God exists?”  My guess is just about everyone would 

raise their hand.  Also if I were ask, “How many believe that evil exists?”  I am sure that about the 

same amount of people would raise their hand. 

 

So we have quite the issue.  If God exists and is a good God then why is there evil?  If God is all 

powerful, omnipotent, why does He allow evil to take place?  Why doesn’t He stop evil?  If God 

created everything, then why did He create evil? God where are you?  Are you out there?   

 

Quite the question which throws us into even more questions.  You will find out in the narthex 

where you came in…or this week at the church office some cards that have the questions we will 

be addressing during this sermon series.  On the back is a place to anonymously write your question 

and then drop it in the box provided.  We will review the questions for consideration of talking 

about in the sermon on November 13th.  Please know this is serious Biblical or theological or life 

questions.  This is not a complaint or suggestion box.  Please don’t put questions in like:  Why 

don’t we have more doughnuts with sprinkles on them in the Multi-Purpose Room?  Or why don’t 

we sing this song more?  Or why doesn’t the church do things this way or that way?  These should 

be questions that are serious questions you may have concerning spiritual issues. 

 

The first 2 chapters of Genesis were perfect…in fact no evil.  But then in Chapter 3 we have 

something happens that changes literally the world.  It is the story of Adam and Eve. They are told 

they could eat of any tree in the Garden except one.  Satan, literally a fallen angel, was taking the 

form of a serpent/snake and tempts them to eat of the tree and they do. 
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Now get this…God has created all these animals and 2 people…they are the only 2 people 

there…and yet it says they were hiding from God after their sin of disobedience by taking and 

eating of the fruit.  Now before we place all the blame on Eve it said earlier in the chapter 3 verse 

6… “she (Eve) took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her.”  

We often blame Eve, but Adam was right there with Eve and evidently didn’t stop her.  He is guilty 

of disobedience as well.   

 

In verse 9 God asks the rhetorical question, “Where are you?”  Friends they are the only 2 people 

in the Garden.  God knew where they were.  You can’t hide from God.  He was wanting their 

confession.  God then asks what happens.  Again, God knew, He was wanting to hear their 

confession and response. 

 

We then find this interesting verse in VERSE 12: The man said, “The woman whom you gave 

to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.”    Ah the blame game.  That woman….it’s 

her fault….but wait.  Let’s explore the verse a little more.   Notice Adam says, “The woman whom 

YOU gave me…”  ‘I was find by myself, I didn’t do it, the woman YOU gave me…”  So who is 

actually Adam blaming….God.   

 

When we talk of evil in the world it is so easy to play the blame game.  And yes even to blame 

God.  God why don’t you stop evil?  Take control God.   

 

Indeed a varieties of evils have seemingly overtaken the world (image).  Terrorism, torture, mass 

murders, hideous treating of others….the list could go on and on.  It is a commentary in itself that 

I really don’t have to describe what evil is because you all clearly know what it is.  However, you 

may think that evil is just happening in another country.  Right here we are not affected by 

evil…wrong.  Abuse is wrong and evil.  Did you know that from October of last year until August 

of this year there have been 2576 cases of Domestic Violence in Pinellas County (Pinellas Clerk)?  

In Pinellas County from 2013-2015 for the children between the ages of 5-11 there were 2,989 

cases of Child Abuse.  That stat is higher than the Florida average. (floridacharts.com) From the 

beginning of the year through June here have been 265 Human Trafficking cases reported in 

Florida (National Human Trafficking Resource Center).  You can see the bulletin about the 

Reindeer Run in December and how we are trying to assist with ending this evil of Human 

Trafficking.  

 

So here is the short answer as to Why there is Evil in the world----because God did not create us 

as robots.  He did not create us to simply go around saying, “I love you God.  I love you God.”  He 

gave us something called Free Will, Free choice.  He allowed us to make choices and decisions 

even though it might hurt us and Him.  He wants us to say, “I choose to love you God.  I want to 

follow you God.  I desire to obey you God.”  However, because God gave us free will…as He did 

with Adam and Eve…we are the ones who can make evil decisions and choices.  Could God stop 

it?  Yes He is all powerful…omnipotent, however….He will not take our free will and free choice 

away from us.  Why is their evil in the world?  Because people make evil choices.  This free will 

and free choice and in theology how we talk about Original Sin…that is that sin inherent in us to-

--our tendency is to lean to make the wrong choice.  Next week we will look at the question:  “How 

Do We Keep From Being Tempted?”   
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Augustine said, “And in the universe, even that which is called evil, when it is regulated and put 

in its own place, only enhances our admiration of the good; for we enjoy and value the good more 

when we compare it with the evil. For the Almighty God, who, as even the heathen acknowledge, 

has supreme power over all things, being Himself supremely good, would never permit the 

existence of anything evil among His works, if He were not so omnipotent and good that He can 

bring good even out of evil. For what is that which we call evil but the absence of good?”    What 

is Called Evil in the Universe is But the Absence of Good.". 

 

Ah…interesting…evil is the absence of good. 

So we have talked about the “Why?” of evil, but we must also address what can we do about it.   

In the New Testament this passage connects the dots between what Adam did and what Jesus has 

done. 

Romans 5:12-14The Message (MSG) 

12-14 You know the story of how Adam landed us in the dilemma we’re in—first sin, then 

death, and no one exempt from either sin or death. That sin disturbed relations with God in 

everything and everyone, but the extent of the disturbance was not clear until God spelled it 

out in detail to Moses. So death, this huge abyss separating us from God, dominated the 

landscape from Adam to Moses. Even those who didn’t sin precisely as Adam did by 

disobeying a specific command of God still had to experience this termination of life, this 

separation from God. But Adam, who got us into this, also points ahead to the One who will 

get us out of it. 

Christ is often referred to as the Second Adam.  The first Adam made the choice decision that 

ended of being sinful.  The Second Adam, Jesus Christ made the willful choice to die for all our 

sins. 

Check out this passage from the Apostle Paul, “The Scriptures tell us, "The first man, Adam, 

became a living person." But the last Adam--that is, Christ--is a life-giving Spirit.”   

1 Corinthians 15:45 (New Living Translation) 

Christ died on the Cross and gave us a life…now although we constantly fight evil and need to 

make right and good decisions and choices what else can we do.  Martin Luther King Jr. said this, 

(Image) “To ignore evil is to become accomplice to it.”   

We cannot ignore evil.  Now you may think some evil of this world is out of control.  Terrorism, 

mass murders things that are happening in other countries.    Edmund Burke, an Irish Statesman 

who died in 1797 said, (image) “The only thing necessary for evil for the triumph of evil is 

for good men to do nothing.” 
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So what are we going to do?  What can we do?  Evil is all around us.  Several years ago I saw 

something that stuck with me….I had to look it up but it goes like this, “Sometimes I want to ask 

God why He allows poverty, famine and injustice in the world when He could do something about 

it, but I’m afraid He might just ask me the same question.”  Ouch! 

 

Our God is a God of love, grace and forgiveness….but friends I believe He hates injustice and 

evil.   

 

3 Faith Points 

1.  Pray 

Pray for yourself that you will may good and righteous, God honoring choices. And we pray in 

The Lord’s Prayer, “Deliver Us from Evil for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory. And 

here is something in sermon preparation that convicted me.  Pray for those that are doing evil.  Say 

what?  Oh, I get upset, I get angry, I hate what is being done….but am I praying for those that are 

prone to do evil that they may come to know the Lord and stop their evil ways and actions. 

2.  Speak Up   

May we develop a holy boldness when there is injustice, hatred, and evil. Dietrich Bonheoffer---

said, (image) “Silence in the face of evil is itself evil: God will not hold us guiltless. Not to 

speak is to speak. Not to act is to act.”  Oh may we speak, may we act. 

3.  Do Something 

Scripture says this: Romans 12:21 New Living Translation 21 Don’t let evil conquer you, 

but conquer evil by doing good. 

Edward Everett Hale an American author, historian and minister in the late 1800’s said this: 

(image) “I am only one, but I am one. I cannot do everything, but I can do something. And 

because I cannot do everything, I will not refuse to do the something that I can do.” 

So what can you do?  Here is your challenge or your “to do list” for this week.  Do at least one 

random act of kindness for Jesus.  Be the salt, be the light. Help diminish evil by one action, by 

one word.  Do not refuse to do the something that you can do.  Ah…but just doing one good 

deed in the name of Jesus….so what.  Well I saw this little cartoon awhile back…and I liked it. 

(image)  Helping one person might not change the whole world, but it could change the 

world for one person. 

Evil choices put Jesus on the cross, but it was on the cross He died for our sins and gave His life 

to give me mine.  He was an overcomer!! 

5 



Jesus said in John 16:33 “In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome 

the world.” (New International Version) 

Friends I have read the end of the book. I know how it ends.  Our scripture was from the first book 

of the Bible, Genesis. The last book of the Bible….Revelation.  Chapter 20 Jesus defeats Satan.  

Revelation 21 A New Heaven and a New Earth.  And then the last chapter of Revelation the last 

chapter of the Bible (vs. 13) Jesus says, “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the 

beginning and the end.”  He is coming again.  And the very last verse of this book is…”The grace 

of the Lord Jesus be with all.  Amen.” 

Oh, you know that golf story I told at the beginning…where Moses says, “I hate playing golf with 

your Dad! He always wins.”  Well, I would like to change it to say, “I love living life with 

God….despite the evil in the world He will eventually win.”  Stay calm.  God wins! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


