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The translation that Marilyn read from uses the phrase, “In my Father’s house are many rooms.”  

Let me just stop a moment and say that as our Congregational Care Coordinator, who has worked 

with many of these families that have stood in remembrance today, Marilyn is a valued and 

valuable asset to the PHUMC ministry team.   

 

All of us here will one day not be here.  All of us one day will not be on this earth.  A reality check 

as much as we talk about heaven, and as good as heaven is described in the Bible…in order to go 

there we must leave this world. 

 

A man opened a new store, so his friends sent him a beautiful vase of flowers to congratulate him. 

But when he opened the card that came with the flowers, he was very surprised to see that the card 

expressed "Deepest Sympathy."  

 

While he was trying to understand the message, his telephone rang.  It was the florist calling him 

to apologize for sending the wrong card.  

 

"Oh, it's all right." said the storekeeper. "I'm a businessman and I understand how mistakes can 

happen."  

 

"But," added the florist, "I accidentally sent your card to a funeral!"  

 

"Well, what did the card say?" ask the storekeeper.  It said, "Congratulations on your new 

location!"  

 

Ah yes…my location is no longer earth…my new location will be heaven!!!!! 

 

As we continue of Frequently Asked Question series I want to remind you of the FAQ cards for 

you to fill out with spiritual or Biblical questions on it.  In a couple of weeks we will specifically 

be looking at some of those questions.  However, as we have gone through the FAQ drop box we 

have discovered some questions that relate to heaven, so I would like to try to respond to those 

today.   

 

This card says, “Are there different levels of heaven? In heaven?”  Paul in 2 Corinthians 12:2 talks 

about being caught up in the third heaven.  In one sense the sky could be considered the first 

heaven, the sun/stars/ and moon the second heaven, and the where Jesus is the third heaven.  

Actually some of the talking about levels of heaven really is taken and adapted from Dante’s work 

“Divine Comedy.”  The Mormons do have in their belief system levels of heaven.  As Methodists 

the best answer is as far as I know there is not Biblical evidence that there are levels of heaven. 

I’m not sure there is a level for the Super Christian, another level for the Ordinary Christian, and 

the third level for those that barely made it.  However, scripture does allude to rewards in heaven.   
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Another FAQ card from you “Will we recognize loved ones when we are reunited in heaven?”  

Great question.  In the Old Testament King David’s son died (2 Samuel 12:23) and he says I will 

go to him.  In order for that to happen he must recognize him.  In the New Testament, Luke 16:19-

21 there is the story of Abraham, Lazarus and a rich man.  In that story there is the recognition of 

each other.  At the Mount of Transfiguration, Peter, James and John recognized Moses and Elijah 

who had died many many years before.  And certainly we know that after Jesus died and was 

resurrected people recognized Him.  What greater proof than that!!!! 

 

So yes, I believe, and I believe there is Biblical evidence to support that we will know each other 

and be reunited with our loved ones in heaven.  Now for those that have been married more than 

once…….will you recognize your previous spouse…..well, if they are up there yes…. (wink, 

wink), however there is not marriage relationships in heaven.  Some of  you may be saying, 

Phewww….thank goodness. 

 

We also have heard stories, and I have heard stories from you where before your loved one died 

they saw either in the room or were looking up and saw a relative or dear friend that had died some 

time ago.  Yes, I believe one of the great joys of heaven is that reuniting. 

 

Another question:  Are our loved ones in heaven aware of the actions, accomplishment, etc. of 

those still in this world?  Wonderful question.  That Luke 16 passage is the only passage that talk 

about anything like that.  So, Biblically I would say that the Bible doesn’t really answer that 

question….only speculation.  However, let me give my Baldridge theology report and say…I 

personally believe that our loved ones in heaven are able to see and experience the joy of their 

loved ones on earth….now this is one of those Twilight Zone thoughts that is again simply my 

comments.  Again we have a temporal understanding not a spiritual one. So somehow I believe 

they see the good…but are spared any of the turmoil, stress, and trauma that we may have here on 

earth.  The reason I think that is that scripture says there is no crying in heaven.  Unfortunately 

some of our loved ones would be pouring out tears of their relatives on earth if they were observing 

how they disobeyed and were living a life of destruction. So somehow, I know it’s kind of weird 

I believe they are blocked from seeing those types of things.  Again…from a Biblical point there 

is only some speculation and no exact verses we can refer to. 

 

This question was echoed on another card:  On the cross, Jesus said to the criminal next to him, 

“Surely, you will be with me in Paradise Today.  Do we go right to heaven or into limbo waiting 

judgment day at the 2nd coming of Christ?  Likewise another card asked, “Do people go 

immediately to heaven when they die?”  The long held belief is the answer is “Yes.”  Paul in 2 

Corinthians 5:8 says that we are away from the body, but home with the Lord.  So yes, I believe 

that a person’s soul immediately leaves the body and goes to be with the Lord.  They are no longer 

with us, but they are with their creator God and lover of their soul, Jesus. 

 

Another questions relating to heaven….How is there room for everyone since the beginning of 

time?  Again we think humanly, not spiritually.  We think spatially and really cannot fathom the 

reality of the spiritual world.  So I have no doubt that heaven is going to be massive.  Again let me 

share a Baldridge theology moment.   
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One of the joys of our eternal life I think is being able to sit and visit with those in heaven.  Can 

you imagine seeing Moses getting a cup of Jehovah Java and say just talking to Moses say for a 

thousand years, and then you see the Disciple Peter and you talk to them, and then….well you get 

the story. 

 

In fact…you may even see some people up there that you weren’t expecting to see…or perhaps 

they weren’t expecting to see you. But that’s probably another sermon. 

 

There are certain things in life where I want a definite answer. If I ask my mechanic, “Are my 

brakes fixed?”  I don’t want him to say, “Probably.”  If I were to jump out of a plane with a 

parachute I don’t want to ask the instructor, “Did they pack my parachute properly?”  and they 

respond, “Probably.”  When I ask my buddy, “Do you think we can outrun the ferocious bear?”  I 

don’t want the answer “probably.”  To be honest I don’t have to outrun the bear I just have to 

outrun my buddy.   

 

Therefore I want to refrain from using the word probably when it comes to important life altering 

decisions.  If I were to ask you, “Are you going to heaven?”  I hope I don’t hear probably.  You 

see you don’t have to say “Probably,” you can know.  You can have that assurance.  You see I 

have Assurance Insurance. 

Romans 8:16-17 Contemporary English Version (CEV) 

16 God’s Spirit makes us sure that we are his children. 17 His Spirit lets us know that together 

with Christ we will be given what God has promised.  

Other translations say we are heirs of God, co-heirs with Jesus Christ.  What has been promised?  

We go back to the scripture that Marilyn read….There is a place prepared for us, so that we can 

be with Him.  In Methodism we call that the Doctrine of Assurance.  We can know that we know 

that we are heaven bound.  No probably about it. 

John Wesley, the founder of Methodism said this,  By "the testimony of the Spirit" I mean an 

inward impression of the soul, whereby the spirit of God immediately and directly witnesses to 

my spirit that I am a child of God, that Jesus Christ hath loved me, and given himself for me; that 

all my sins are blotted out, and I, even I, am reconciled to God.  

To which I respond….Woo-hoo!!!!  Your spirit can bear witness with the Holy Spirit and you 

can know that you know that you know…that it is right with you and the Lord and you will be 

going to heaven when these days on earth are done. 

So,  How Do I Know I am going to Heaven?”   
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HOW DO I KNOW I AM GOING TO HEAVEN? 

 

ASK 

Ask Jesus to forgive you of your sins. 

1 John 1:9 Contemporary English Version (CEV) 

9 But if we confess our sins to God, he can always be trusted to forgive us and take our sins 

away. 

Jesus said as we heard this morning, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.”   

 

ACCEPT 

Accept His grace.   

John 3:16 English Standard Version (ESV) 

16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 

should not perish but have eternal life.  

A man dies and goes to heaven.  

 

St. Peter meets him at the Pearly Gates and says, "Here's how it works. You need 100 points to 

make it into heaven. You tell me all the good things you've done, and I give you a certain 

number of points for each item, depending on how good it was. When you reach 100 points, you 

get in." 

 

"Okay," the man says, "I was married to the same woman for 50 years and never cheated on 

her, and loved her deep in my heart." 

 

"That's wonderful," says St.Peter, "that's worth two points!" 

 

"Only two points?" the man says. "Well, I attended church all my life and supported its ministry 

with my tithes and service." 

 

"Terrific!" says St.Peter. "That's certainly worth a point." 

"One point!?!! I started a soup kitchen in my city and also worked in a shelter for homeless 

veterans." 

 

"Fantastic, that's good for two more points," St.Peter says. 

 

"Two points!?!!" Exasperated, the man cries, "At this rate, the only way I'll get into heaven is 

by the grace of God.” 

 

“You can come in now.” St Peter lets the man inside heaven 
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Ephesians 2:8-9English Standard Version (ESV) 

8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the 

gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast.  

ACKNOWLEDGE 

Acknowledge that you are a believer.   

2 Timothy 1:12 New International Version (NIV) 

12 … I know whom I have believed, and am convinced that he is able to guard what I have 

entrusted to him until that day. 

What day….the day of the Jesus second coming….or perhaps the until that day when you make 

the transition from this world to heaven. 

HOW DO I KNOW I AM GOING TO HEAVEN? 

ASK 

ACCEPT 

ACKNOWLEDGE 

 

No probablys, no maybes….But Yes I am going to heaven…I have asked Jesus to forgive me of 

my sins, I have accepted His grace, and I acknowledge that I believe in Him. 

 

Oh, what will heaven be like.  I wish someone would ask me, “What will heaven be like?”  xxx 

Glad you asked.  Here is what scripture says in the book of Revelation chapter 21: 

Revelation 21:4” He will wipe every tear from their eyes, and there will be no more death or sorrow 

or crying or pain. All these things are gone forever.” 

Revelation 21:10-27New Living Translation (NLT) 10 So he took me in the Spirit[a] to a great, high 

mountain, and he showed me the holy city, Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God. 11 It 

shone with the glory of God and sparkled like a precious stone—like jasper as clear as crystal. 
12 The city wall was broad and high, with twelve gates guarded by twelve angels. And the names 

of the twelve tribes of Israel were written on the gates. 13 There were three gates on each side—

east, north, south, and west. 14 The wall of the city had twelve foundation stones, and on them were 

written the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. 
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18 The wall was made of jasper, and the city was pure gold, as clear as glass. 19 The wall of the city 

was built on foundation stones inlaid with twelve precious stones:[d] the first was jasper, the second 

sapphire, the third agate, the fourth emerald, 20 the fifth onyx, the sixth carnelian, the seventh 

chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, the twelfth 

amethyst. 

21 The twelve gates were made of pearls—each gate from a single pearl! And the main street was 

pure gold, as clear as glass. 

22 I saw no temple in the city, for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. 23 And the 

city has no need of sun or moon, for the glory of God illuminates the city, and the Lamb is its light. 

 

 

Are you excited!!!!  Some of your loved ones are already there!!!!  What about you….not probably, 

not maybe, but yes you can know if you are going to heaven.  Now IF I get to heaven, but WHEN 

I get to heaven.   

Oh my….what a day of rejoicing that will be.  We will see our loved ones!!!!  We will see Jesus! 

We will see Jesus who was crucified for us, who cared for us, who comforted us! We will see Jesus 

Woooooeeeee!!!!! We can shout in victory!!!!!  Woooooo.  We’ve made it. 

 

 Not if……………….. but When…. 
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