
“FAQ (Frequently Asked Questions):  How Do I Know God’s Will?” 

Psalm 143:10 

October 9, 2016 

Rev. Dave Baldridge 

Palm Harbor United Methodist Church, Palm Harbor, Florida 

We begin our new sermon series today on Frequently Asked Questions.  Next week the question, 

“Why is There Evil in the World.”  However today we look at one of the most asked questions I 

have received through the years as a pastor is “How do I know God’s will?”   

 

Let me share a story that I used in a sermon a few years ago (2013) and variations of it has in a 

sense become the classic concerning how to determine God’s will. 

 

A man struggling with his weight decided it was time to shed some pounds. He informed his 

coworkers that he was going on a diet and would no longer be bringing donuts to the office. 

He knew it would be hard to resist stopping at the bakery on the way to work, but he committed 

himself to remaining strong and resisting temptation. 

 

His coworkers were surprised one morning to see him arrive at the office with a big box of 

donuts. When they reminded him of his diet, he just smiled. 

 

“These are very special donuts,” he explained. “When I left for the office this morning, I knew I 

was going to drive by the bakery, and I wondered if maybe it was the Lord’s will to have some 

donuts today. I wasn’t sure, so I prayed, “Lord, if you want me to stop and buy some donuts, let 

there be an open parking place directly in front of the bakery.” As you know, parking places in 

front of that bakery are hard to get!” 

 

“So the parking place was there?” one of his coworkers asked, “It was a miracle,” the man 

replied. “The eighth time around the block, there it was!” 

 

Although these were donuts this was not a “holey” way to discern God’s will. 

 

So how do we know God’s will? A book I found helpful in preparation, and one I would 

recommend to you is the 2016 book, “What Is God’s Will for My Life?”  by John Ortberg (image) 

John Ortberg was a teaching pastor at Willow Creek Church and is now Senior pastor at Menlo 

Presbyterian Church in California.   

 

In that book he says this:  If God has a will for my life, why does it often seem so difficult to 

discover? How specific is it? Does God have one person for me to marry, or one job for me to 

take, or one place for me to live? What happens if I choose something that wasn’t God’s will for 

my life—am I stuck with less than God’s best for my future? Why is it that some people seem to 

have so much more clarity than I do about God’s will? How do I know for sure whether a choice 

is really God’s will for me or just something I want to do?  (Page 3 and 4) 

 

Anybody here relate?  XXX  Huh, huh, huh.  And then he has this profound line in his book:  If 

God’s will for my life is so important, why doesn’t he tell me what it is more plainly? John 

Ortberg (page 7) 
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What is God’s will concerning…which college to go to, should I even go to college, if I go to 

college what should I major in, who do I date, what is God’s will for me to do when I retire, who 

should I marry, where should I live, should I own, or rent, which job should I take?  I can’t just 

flip a coin, although it would be much easier.   

 

We have so many choices to make.  In Ortberg’s book he says, “Columbia researcher Sheena 

Iyengar (who has given a TED talk) has found that the average person makes about seventy 

conscious decisions every day. That’s 25,550 decisions a year. Over seventy years, that’s 

1,788,500 decisions.  (page 16) 

 

So many decisions…how can I go about finding God’s will in them?  And to be honest do I 

really want God’s will and all that that means.  We don’t pray, “God make Your will my will, 

but God make my will Your will.” A little tricky, but see the difference.  We are to pray as Jesus 

taught us “Not my will, but your will be done.”  There is a difference.  And sometimes we are so 

caught up in the situation that we do not clearly see or know what God’s will is in our life. 

 

As many people know…I have some difficulty with directions.  One of the modern day miracles 

for me is the GPS and voice direction from my cell phone.  Let me pause and say a few of us just 

got back from Washington D.C.  where we had the distinct honor and high privilege of placing a 

wreath on the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier.  The ribbon on that wreath even said, “Palm Harbor 

UMC.”  I want to thank Doug Meyer who was with is who knew D.C. and was able to guide me 

on the Metro.  Not only how to get the Metro card out of the machine, but how to swipe it on the 

turnstile and pointing me in the right direction of Red line, yellow line, green line…tow the line.  

Phewww  I need direction.   

 

When using my phone as a GPS my little voice tells me to turn right or turn left.  However 

sometimes it tells me “Make a U turn.” And every now and then it says “Recalculating.”  However 

I love it when it says, “You have arrived.”  I wish God could be so clear. 

 

Sometimes we know what God’s will is in our life….and we refuse to do it.  Sometimes we know 

what we are not supposed to do and still do it.   

 

There is a criterion we have to be careful when we use.  It’s the phrase, “Well, I have peace about 

it.”  It sounds good, however something that I gained from reading Ortberg’s book was this: “I’ve 

got a peaceful easy feeling” is an Eagles song, not a Bible verse.”  In fact Ortberg says this: If 

“having peace about it” were the ultimate criterion for testing God’s will, nobody in the Bible 

would have done anything God asked.” 

 

Moses going to Pharaoh, David facing the Giant Goliath, Daniel going into the lions’ den, 

 

 Ortberg says. “The sequence in the Bible is usually not: Calling, Deep Feeling of Peace about It, 

Decision to Obey, Smooth Sailing.” 

 

Instead---he says---it’s usually: Calling, Abject Terror, Decision to Obey, Big Problems, More 

Terror, Second Thoughts, Repeat Several Times,  Deeper Faith. 
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Sometimes peace may come after obedience. The great theologian Dr. Suess says, “Simple it’s 

not, I’m afraid you will find, for a mind-maker-upper to make up his mind.” (Oh the Places You 

Will Go) And then John Ortberg says, “And God is growing mind-maker-uppers” 

 

Now let me shift just a moment and talk about another comment about the will of God.  The 

statement, “Well, I must just accept it.  It is the will of God.”  Discussion about this statement is 

found in a classic book that I would also recommend to you it is the book, “The Will of God” by 

Leslie Weatherhead. (image)  This 64 page book has sold over 1 million copies since it was 

published in 1944, and you can still get the book today. 

 

Rev. Leslie Weathered prepared 5 sermons, which makes up the book.  This was during World 

War II.  Weatherhead was an English preacher and this was when London was being literally 

destroyed by bombs from Nazi Germany.  He addressed how this destruction could be al part of 

God’s plan.  Where is God’s will in all of this? 

 

Weatherhead says, “We simply must break with the idea that everything that happens is the will 

of God, in the sense of being His intention.  It is within the will of God, if you must use that 

phrase…but we must come to terms with the idea that the intentional will of God can be defeated 

by the will of man for the time being.”  (page 15) 

 

Tragedies are not the will of God.  So Weatherhead says there are  

3 types of Will of God.   

1.  Intentional Will of God=God’s ideal plan. 

2.  Circumstantial Will of God=God’s plan within certain circumstances. 

 

Let me with share a story that may explain Circumstantial Will.  A woman locked her keys in her 

car in a rough neighborhood. She tried using a coat hanger to break into her car, but she couldn’t 

get that to work. Finally, she prayed, “God, send me somebody to help me.” Five minutes later, a 

rusty old car pulled up. A tattooed, bearded man wearing a biker’s skull rag walked toward her. 

She thought, God, really? Him? But she was desperate. So when the man asked if he could help, 

she said, “Can you break into my car?” He said, “Not a problem.” He took the coat hanger and 

opened the car in a few seconds. She said to him, “You’re a very nice man” and gave him a big 

hug. He said, “I’m not a nice man. I just got out of prison today. I served two years for auto theft, 

and I’ve only been out a couple of hours.” She hugged him again and shouted, “Thank you, God, 

for sending me a professional!” (from Ortberg’s book) 

 

Ortberg says this:  “God’s primary will for your life is not the circumstances you inhabit; it’s the 

person you become.”  And Weatherhead’s 3 category is: 

 

3.  Ultimate Will of God=God’s final realization of His purposes. 

 

One of the problems is that sometime this takes time and we are an instantaneous, immediate 

society.  My popcorn won’t microwave quick enough during commercials, my fast food isn’t fast 

enough, in fact now I can speed it up and order on line or with my app and have my food waiting 

for me.   
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In High School I was trying to discern God’s call on my life.  Was He calling me into ministry?  

Oh if He would have written that in the sky.  Dropped a note from heaven.  I guess today I would 

be waiting on that email, text, or tweet for Him to tell me what to do.  Part of the discerning process 

helps us grow in our faith. 

 

Sarah and I had been dating.  She could and still can read me like a book.  We are on a date and 

she says to me, “What are you thinking?”  I was caught with this bizarre look on my face, even 

more bizarre than my normal face, and I said, “I was thinking about marriage.”  She said, “Me 

too.”  My heart leaped.  And I romantically said, “Well.”  And she said, “I’ll have to pray and see 

if it is God’s perfect will.”  Huh.  I then stammered, “Well, when will you know.”  Her response, 

“I don’t know.”  Well---there you go.   

 

Our scripture that was read says this:  Psalm 143:10 English Standard Version 10 Teach me to 

do your will, for you are my God! Let your good Spirit lead me on level ground!  How 

does He teach us?  Through my life, to this day I have found there are 5 ways that guide me in 

knowing God’s will. 

5 ways you can help discover God’s will. 

1. PRAYER:  Communicate with God.  Seek His advice.  Seek first His kingdom. Jesus prayed, 

“Not my will, but thine be done.”  

2. SCRIPTURE:  Let God’s word speak to you. I recommended Ortberg’s book and 

Weatherhead’s book, I most certainly and highly recommend God’s book! 

3. CONFRIMATION THROUGH OTHERS:  God often uses the word and or actions of 

others to reveal His will. Seek counsel.  Not someone who will just say yes, but a spiritually 

mature person who will speak the truth in love.   

4. CIRCUMSTANCES:  Sometimes God allows situation to help you discover His will.  Often 

I believe God does what I call open or closes a door or opportunity. 

5. GOD’S SMALL INNER VOICE:  This is the nudge of the Holy Spirit.  That silent voice 

that speaks so loud that you have to respond.   This is where you know that you know that 

you know. Do you recognize God’s voice.  When Sarah calls me….I see on the cell phone 

that it is Sarah calling and I can say, “Hello wifey.”  But let’s say she calls me on a land line 

phone in my office.  The phone number is not shown.  I answer “Hello.”  She says, “Hello.”  

I better not say, “Who is this?”  I should recognize her voice.  Why?  Because I know her 

voice.  I have a relationship with her.  I talk to her daily.  More than one time a day.  Are you 

with me?  Xxxxx    

 

In John 10 Jesus is called the Good Shepherd and He says this about the Good Shepherd: “the 

sheep recognize his voice and come to him. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.” 

 

You know I said in High School I was trying to figure out God’s will for my life concerning job.  

Well a couple of years later in college I finally received that affirmation.  I knew that it was God’s 

will for me to be a…..teacher.  Yes, I said teacher…not preacher.  It was about another 4 years by 

using Prayer, Scripture, Confirmation Through Others, Circumstances, and God’s Small Inner 

Voice that led to hearing God’s call to be in full time ministry.   
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In the spring of 2010 I was not looking to move from the church I had been serving for 7 years.  I 

received a phone call to meet with 2 District Superintendents concerning receiving an appointment 

to another church.  They said it was at the Bishop’s request. I asked if I had a choice in this move.  

They said it was my choice.  They finally told me the church was this church in Palm Harbor. So 

before I met with the District Superintendents and during that meeting I used Prayer, Scripture, 

Confirmation through Others, Circumstances, and God’s Small Inner Voice to make a decision.  I 

was praying for God’s will.   

 

Beloved from High School, College, teaching, the experience in 2010 I believe that guidelines that 

have been helpful to me in knowing God’s will is Prayer, Scripture, Confirmation through Others, 

Circumstances, and God’s Small inner voice.   

 

Today I hope these 5 areas will help you in your process of discovering and knowing God’s will.  

He doesn’t want to leave you clueless.  However sometimes I think that God is in a different time 

zone than I am.  His timing and my timing do not always match.  Sometimes I have to wait.  Friends 

trust in Jesus.  Oh God, show me Your will.  Tell me.  Help me listen. May I really know Your 

voice.  Confirm in me Your will.  Not my will but Your will be done.  Oh, to trust Him more.   

 

 

 
 
 

 


