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Every praise to our God!!!!  All the praise to our God!  Worship with one accord!!!  Woo-hoo!!!! 

And this is just one of the worship songs that will be sung this afternoon at 3 o’clock for the 

Installation Service of our new District Superintendent.  Bishop Carter will be here, clergy and 

church people from around the District.  And believe me….you won’t want to miss the preaching 

of our District Superintendent.  We are trying to install seatbelts before this afternoon’s service. 

 

Although it wasn’t on one of the Frequently Asked Question Cards, I have been asked through the 

years… “Do you have to go to church to be a Christian?”  Short answer…no.  But why would you 

want to miss music like this and worshipping together as a community of disciples of Jesus.  In 

fact scripture says “Do not neglect meeting together…but encourage one another.” (Hebrews 

10:25)  Something happens when we worship together.  I don’t have to go to church, I  want to go 

to church….to hear from God, to study scripture, to see my fellow Christians who are like family.   

 

Well, today we finish our FAQ sermon series.  You have turned in some cards with your questions.  

We are not able in the time allotted to answer all but we have selected several and also gathered 

some from our Director of Student Ministries of questions he often hears.   

 

So this will be a bit of dialogue sermon with Rev. Cathy, Associate Minister as she asks the 

questions and then I answer and we share a little bit. 

 

There were several questions about Faith.  We put them together as one block of questions: 

Do I need to ask forgiveness every time I sin? 

If Christ died on the cross to forgive all our sins past/present/ and future why does it matter 

how I live my life? 

Why would a good God, a loving God allow people to go to hell? 

 

Great questions.  Before we go any farther I want us to look at a scripture verse and then we will 

go back to the questions. 

Here is the verse:  Acts 2:38 New Living Translation (NLT) 38 Peter replied, “Each of you 

must repent of your sins and turn to God, and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for 

the forgiveness of your sins. Then you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  

So yes you must repent of your sin, turn to God for the forgiveness of sins.  Let’s keep that in the 

forefront.  Now back to the question slide: 

Do I need to ask forgiveness every time I sin? 

If Christ died on the cross to forgive all our sins past/present/ and future why does it matter 

how I live my life? 

Why would a good God, a loving God allow people to go to hell? 
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Do I need to ask forgiveness every time I sin?  Yes.  We can’t keep sinning or disobeying because 

then we would be turning away from God not to God.   

 

(What if I sin…leave the building and get hit by a car and die?  Will I be forgiven?)  (I’m thankful 

that God looks at the big picture.  I do know that we need to be in a right relationship with Him.  

There are the sins of Commission…those we commit and also sins of Omission…sins of things 

we should have done but haven’t done.  So God looks at the whole picture.  Are continuing in the 

practice of sin.  As someone said…I don’t need to practice sin, I’m already pretty good at it.  Even 

in the Lord’s Prayer which some pray daily we say, “Forgive us our trespasses (sins).”  Yes God 

forgives and wants you to live in a right relationship with Him.  We are not perfect…we are going 

to sin..but we are going to want to make that relationship right with Him.) 

 

If Christ died on the cross to forgive all our sins past/present/ and future why does it matter how I 

live my life?   

 

Because it is about relationship.  We don’t keep on sinning because we know God will give us 

Grace.  We should strive to live a life pleasing to God.  So it does matter how we live.   

 

Why would a good God, a loving God allow people to go to hell? God is a good God.  God is also 

a just God and therefore He cannot allow sin into heaven.  This is also where Free will comes into 

play.  God’s desire is for all to go to heaven.  It’s  little bit of an easy out…but in a real sense God 

does not send anyone to hell…they choose to go.  Opportunity has been given over and over and 

over again…..wow I’m so glad is a God of 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and 10 million 999,000 chances.  It’s an 

individual choice follow God go to heaven…or not. 

 

2nd question:  Does the Bible talk about cremation?  Does being cremated effect our ability to 

go to heaven?   

 

To be honest I am asked this question a lot.  Let me answer the second part first.  One day we will 

all get new bodies…heavenly bodies.  I’ve requested one taller than 5 foot five.  Our new bodies 

will get caught up with our spirit at the second coming. 

 

When a person dies their spirit goes to heaven immediately.  It’s important to be reminded of this 

verse:  

Genesis 3:19New Living Translation (NLT)19 By the sweat of your brow will you have food 

to eat until you return to the ground from which you were made. For you were made from 

dust, and to dust you will return.” 

Traditionally at a graveside I will say “earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust.”  The Bible does 

not address cremation.  Since our spirit is already with the Lord our body is just an outer shell.  

There are people that have been killed at war, burnt up in fires, or where their bodies have literally 

been destroyed.  Their spirit would be with the Lord.   
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So to be cremated or to be buried is simply a matter of choice.  There is nothing Biblically or 

spiritually that could be misconstrued as it is wrong for you to be cremated.  So individuals and 

families do not need to worry….it needs to be the persons/families choice.   

 

And after all there is this sign:  (image) Being cremated is my last hope for a smoking hot 

body.   

How do we reconcile evolution and the Bible?  When I saw this question I went to our science 

teachers at our school---Westlake Christian School.  Part of the learning we use in science books 

covers evolution.  We want our students to have a broad perspective.  Thanks to Mrs. Kallies and 

Ms. Stewart for assisting with giving me some background on this question and how they 

approach it.   

Mrs. Kallies began her response to me saying: “When I talk with the students about controversial 

topics I remind them that what is most important is that they believe in the basic Christian doctrine 

of salvation by grace through the forgiveness of sin given to us by Jesus Christ dying on the cross.” 

Let me say Amen to that.  Could one believe in evolution and still be a Christian.  My answer 

would be yes.  Let me explain.  In the very first book of the Bible it says: Genesis 1:1English 

Standard Version (ESV) 1 In the beginning, God created….. 

Now God is a God of order.  We have the creation story mentioned in Genesis 1 and what God 

created each day for 6 days.  Was one day longer than a 24 hour of time?  Maybe….I think God 

could do what He wanted to do when He wanted to do it.   

What about Big Bang, molecule and cells evolving into humans.  My view is no…Biblically it 

says God created male and female.  However….in this controversial spectrum my view would be 

God created the animals etc. just as it says.  However, I could say if you believe in the Big Bang 

or other type of creationism…..who caused the Big Bang? ????  Who created the molecules and 

cells that evolved? ????  Yes God created.  My personal belief is following what Genesis says. 

Why is there no mention of dinosaurs in the Bible? It may seem amusing to ask, but with 

the scientific facts it becomes a question when I speak to non-believers.   

Again I went to our science teachers at Westlake.  They sent me a short video from Institute for 

Creation Research.   (Video) 

 This view is called a Young Earth Creationism and some in mainstream science would disagree.  

Again….It could probably argued for or against…..but is secondary to the message of faith and 

salvation.  Perhaps we could even agree to disagree. 
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Reincarnation----What do we believe? 

Interesting question.  There is no Biblical evidence or mention about reincarnation.  So as 

Protestant Christians we would reject reincarnation. 

What happens to babies and children who are not old enough to understand the Gospel? 

God’s love, grace, and care begins from the beginning.  My view of that would be from the time 

of conception.  I have had services for a stillborn baby and also a child who died when she was 

just a few months old. No doubt they were created by Father God and have returned to Him.   

An old saying we use to say was the “Age of Accountability.”  The age of 12 was often used as 

that might have been the age when Jesus as a boy went to the temple.  At some point in time a 

child knows right from wrong and can make intentional conscious decisions and choices. It is at 

time when they can make a conscious decision to ask Jesus to forgive them of their sin and follow 

Him.   

There is also no doubt in my mind or heart that those with certain mental and emotional challenges 

have received grace upon grace and may not understand the Gospel completely….but are heaven 

bound and children of God.  In fact, we have so so much to learn about faith, love, and service 

from those who some would call handicapped….many call handicapable.  They are very capable 

of sharing love and showing the love of Jesus.  Oh to have a child like faith. 

If God created everything and owns everything, why does He need my money in the offering 

plate? 

Can you tell it is stewardship time?   Actually this is a good question.  God has created everything 

and owns everything.  However, He has allowed us to be stewards of what He has given us.  All I 

have, including my finances God owns.   

He actually needs more than money….He needs your prayers, presence, time. service, and witness.   

2 Corinthians 9:6-8 New International Version (NIV) 

6 Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 

generously will also reap generously. 7 Each of you should give what you have decided in 

your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 
8 And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that 

you need, you will abound in every good work.  

What have you decided to give? Don’t give it reluctantly.  Don’t give it and have a convulsion…I 

mean under compulsion.  Give cheerfully.   
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Let’s look at verse 7 in a different translation: New Living Translation verse 7 : You must each 

decide in your heart how much to give. And don’t give reluctantly or in response to pressure. 

“For God loves a person who gives cheerfully.” 

 

Does God need your money?  In one sense…not really.  But He trusts you and He needs your faith 

to be placed in Him.  Imagine that as you give cheerfully….between you and God, He can bless 

so many people. 

 

Our commitment card says Joy in Generosity. God loves a cheerful giver.  How are we to 

accomplish the mission to Gather God’s people for worship, Grow disciples of Jesus Christ, and 

to Go to serve the community and the world-----with your help.  God has blessed you with time 

and talent.  He has blessed you with resources.  Are you willing to use those resources to help 

others experience Jesus….ah that is Joy in Generosity.   

 

Even in the Old Testament God instructed people to bring the tithe (10%) into the storehouse---

the church.  Sometimes I think we look at Stewardship and even taking up an offering all wrong.  

It is a spiritual thing.  Does the church have a budget yes.  Are there electric bills…you bet ya.  

Are there repairs to buildings…uh huh.  Are their ministries and staff to employ….yes.  Why---- 

to reach people for the Kingdom of God. 

 

What can you do?  Is God calling you to respond in some way?   

Isaiah 6:8 English Standard Version (ESV) 

8 And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” 

Then I said, “Here I am! Send me.”  

Send me to do what?  I can’t serve like I use to.  I’m not trained to be on staff to minister.  “Lord, 

here I am send me…”  

(Image---Here I am send me) 

Here I am send me to serve anyway you want me to serve. Here I am send me to give my time 

anyway I can to put people into a closer relationship with you. Here I am send me to give what 

you want me to give.    

I believe that each person here can make a commitment to support the ministry that God is calling 

this church to.  Let God lead you.  Is it a tithe, 10% of your income? The Bible mentions a tithe.  

A great Biblical principle.  What about proportionate giving?  Are you giving back to God a 

proportion that enables you to say “Thank you God for your many blessings.”  

At the end of the Frequently Asked Question series let me ask you a question:  What are you doing 

to support the ministries of PHUMC for 2017? 

 


