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“Called TO Be Followers of Christ” 

Ephesians 4: 1-6 (NIV) 

November 18, 2018 

Jeremy Gross, Family Discipleship Director 

I am excited to speak with you this morning as we continue the sermon series, “Called.”  Last 

week, Pastor Dave talked about how we are all called by God.  One of the statements shared 

really stood out to me.  Sarah asked him, “Dave is it a matter of IF you go to seminary or WHEN 

you go to seminary.”  Is it about deciphering the call or the timing of the call.  I thought that 

was really good.  Sorry Pastor Dave, my biggest takeaway last week was from Sarah! 

In the past, I have thought of calling as a calling into the ministry.  When I heard the church talk 

about calling it was about becoming a pastor, youth worker, or missionary.  Outside the church 

it is used in other “noble” professions like called to be teacher or a nurse.  But you never hear 

people say they heard the call to become a telemarketer.  See what I did there?  In all 

seriousness, in my experience, the term “calling” was set aside for those professions where you 

helping someone else, giving back, working long hours and maybe you were not as 

compensated as much as other professionals.  Stars & Comets, the Before and Aftercare 

program here at the church ministers to over 180 children every week.   

Their teachers have a shirt that says, “I’m not in childcare for the income, I’m in it for the 

outcome.”  These men and women pour into the lives of kids every weekday.  Is that a calling?  

You better believe it!  

What do you think of when you hear the word called?  What does it mean?  When I think of 

being called, I think of something specific, like I called to this profession, to get married, 

something like that.  Have you ever been given a calling? How would you describe the journey 

that has brought you to where you are today? What gives your life purpose, meaning, and joy? 

What are your passions? Your questions? Your challenges? Where is God in your story?  

Over the last 10 months, there has been a small group of staff and lay leaders here at the 

church that have embarked on a journey…a journey looking at creating a culture calling.  What 

does it mean?  How do we talk about individual calling here at the church? How do we begin to 

incorporate this language into who we are?  It all started last fall when we were invited to be a 

part of a 3-year grant study about Creating a Culture of Calling.  With this grant study we were 

given books to read, training, resources, and a coach.  We were invited to two 3-day 

conferences in Baltimore to with the author of the books we read, all funded by Vibrant Faith, 

the organization asking this question, “How do we Create a Culture of Calling.”   

With being part of a research grant, one thing Vibrant Faith is looking for is…you guessed 

it…research.  A couple weeks ago, we had a church-wide survey exploring “God’s Calling in My 

Life.”  This was to get YOUR thoughts about calling…before WE begin to talk about calling.  

Because the hope is after we begin to talk about this, you begin to see calling differently in your 
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life.  That you see it in MORE areas of your life, that calling is not just what your job you go to 

each day or who you are going to marry, it is so much more than that.   

Since the start of the year as we have explored calling, it has been a lot of information, a lot of 

thought, discussion, and prayer as we look at how we think about calling the way that God 

thinks about calling.   

Calling is not only for pastors or missionaries but for each person no matter their age or their 

occupation.  Calling is more than the job that we work.  It is who we are supposed to be.  Every 

person is created by God.  And every person has a calling.  For me, it is easier to understand 

calling as college, career, marriage, but calling goes well beyond this.  Can I have all the 

students, elementary, middle, high school stand up?  You have a calling on your life!  It might be 

being a friend the kid in class that sits alone at lunch.  It may be inviting your friend to youth 

group or Network 45.  Okay, have a seat. 

Can I anyone who is retired stand up?  You STILL have a calling in your life! It might not be 

sitting with the kid alone at lunch, but it might be inviting the widow out to lunch with you after 

church.  Or sharing your stories of faith with the next generation.  God’s call is not just for the 

pastor or missionary, it is for the toddler and the empty-nester, it is for the person starting 

college or the person who has recently moved into an assisted living facility?  We need to look 

at calling through God’s eyes rather than our preconceptions. 

Take a look at this slide.  Calling is about connecting our stories with God's story.  We need to 

be aware of this connection and we need to be looking for it.  Just like when you get a new car 

and all of a sudden you see the exact car and color you purchased everywhere you drive.  Were 

they not there before?  Or are you just more aware of it? 

No matter what your age or stage of life, God has a calling for you.  We are called to be 

Followers of Christ.  When Jesus walked this earth, he had disciples.  The word “Disciple” simply 

means “one who follows.”  Many teachers had disciples, so Jesus having followers was not out 

of the ordinary.  The difference for Jesus was HE called his disciples rather than the disciples 

choosing to follow him.   

Matthew 4:18-22 

18 As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called 

Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were 

fishermen. 19 “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for people.” 

20 At once they left their nets and followed him. 

21 Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his 

brother John. They were in a boat with their father Zebedee, preparing their nets. Jesus 

called them, 22 and immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him. 
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Jesus also called his disciples “to change their heart and mind, to give up loyalty to job, family, 

friends, and nation in order to embrace Jesus’ way of life - which included breaking religious 

laws, eating with sinners, and facing persecution.  As disciples of Jesus today, we are called in 

the following ways: to be a follower, a worshiper, a witness, a neighbor, a forgiver, a prophet, 

and a steward.” (Cahalan, 14) 

“What do you think it means to be a follower of Christ? After all, even in the Gospel accounts 

not everyone who is invited to follow becomes a follower.” (Cahalan, 14) 

Mark 10:17, 21-22 

17 As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell on his knees before him. 

“Good teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 

21 Jesus looked at him and loved him. “One thing you lack,” he said. “Go, sell everything 

you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow 

me.” 

22 At this the man’s face fell. He went away sad, because he had great wealth. 

The rich young ruler heard the call to follow, but could not answer it because of what he would 

have to give up.   

The call to follow is lifelong.  Think about Jesus’ ministry.  At the beginning, there were crowds 

and multitudes.  And at the end even those closest to him were gone.   

We are called not only to be followers but we are also called to be a neighbor.  Who is my 

neighbor?   

Kathleen Cahalan, the author of The Stories We Live, shares a story of when she was a graduate 

student and took a year off of full-time work to write her dissertation.  She had a small study 

that overlooked her garden and it was quiet and peaceful place to write each day with no 

interruptions.  From her desk she could see the houses across the street and not long after she 

began her thesis, her neighbor was diagnosed with esophageal cancer and she quickly began to 

decline.  She soon began receiving hospice care and the staff would position her medical bed in 

front window.  Now Kathleen’s window looked across the street and she could see our neighbor 

each day.  

“I was writing a dissertation on prayer and the moral life, from which I did not want to be 

interrupted, and my neighbor was dying, literally, in front of my eyes!” 

She says she could not write another word without doing something.  She went across the 

street and asked the woman’s mother if there was anything she could do.  That she worked 

from home and wanted to know how she could help.  The mother was overjoyed and asked if 

she could unlock the door each morning for the hospice worker so she did not have to come 

first thing.  That was it – that was all she asked!  (Cahalan, 16-17) 
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Sometimes calling invades our space, invades our timing, and invades our comfort.  And maybe 

answering that call is just unlocking a door.  However, I would probably say that answering this 

call was more in walking across the street that first time. 

Who is your neighbor?  Sometimes, it is the person who lives across the street.  But hear Jesus’ 

words in Matthew 5: 

Matthew 5:43-44 

43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I 

tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 

Jesus changed who your neighbor is from who you do life with…to your enemy, the poor, the 

outcast. 

Author and Jesuit Priest, Jim Martin put it this way: What Jesus never said: “Feed the hungry 

only if they have papers.” “Clothe the naked only if they’re from your country.” “Welcome the 

stranger only if there’s zero risk.” “Help the poor only if it’s convenient.” “Love your neighbor 

only if they look like you.”  

I want to share with you a story of being a neighbor.  A neighbor to those who are not usually 

loved.  A story of calling.  “The heart of it is really about relationship.” Take a look. 

Artist who Paints the Homeless - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2xcy1ds-

M6c&list=PL64ScZt2I7wHP6szmqiRMQzWk8aFoP0R9&index=10 

“A simple painting can impact someone way beyond just framing it and hanging it on a wall.  

That painting a piece of art has the ability to transform a life, it’s something magical.”  This is a 

story of calling.  A story of connecting our story with God’s story.  And I do not know if this artist 

is a Christian, I don’t know if the people he paints are people of faith.  But I do know, that each 

person he paints is created in the image of God.  And he is loving these people the way we 

should love people.   

We are called to be followers.  We are called to be neighbors.  And we are called together.   

Ephesians 4:1-6, 11-13  

4 As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have 

received. 2 Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in 

love. 3 Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 4 

There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you were 

called; 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all 

and through all and in all. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2xcy1ds-M6c&list=PL64ScZt2I7wHP6szmqiRMQzWk8aFoP0R9&index=10
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2xcy1ds-M6c&list=PL64ScZt2I7wHP6szmqiRMQzWk8aFoP0R9&index=10


Page 5 of 6 
 

11 So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and 

teachers, 12 to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be 

built up 13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God 

and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 

Why? Verse 12, “So that the body of Christ may be built up.”  I am not a disciple alone as an 

individual, but rather I belong to a community of disciples because I share the “one body and 

one Spirit…called to the one hope of [our] calling.”  

So as we continue to shift our thinking about calling, moving away from the term “call” only 

applying to full-time ministry. I want you to think about these verses from Ephesians.  Paul was 

not speaking to clergy, missionaries, or church staff, he was speaking to the church located in 

Ephesus.  He was talking about living a life worthy of the calling they have received. In order to 

equip the people for works of service so the body of Christ may be built up, edified, 

encouraged.  In unity, together. 

Called to be together…we had a New Member class two weeks ago.  I invite the new members 

to join me on stage, togetherness is a huge part of being a member of a church.  Anyone can 

attend.  All are welcome.  But becoming a member is about joining with something bigger than 

yourself.  And our membership vows talk first about commitment to Christ, turning from sin – 

rejecting the evils of this world.  It then talks of togetherness within the Church – Big “C”, then 

togetherness with the United Methodist Church, and finally togetherness with this 

congregation, Palm Harbor United Methodist Church. 

New Member Vows 

During our final song, I invite you to line up across the front and we will have an opportunity to 

meet and greet our new members this morning.   

“My Story” by Big Daddy Weave - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1TKAN-nAsu8 

Calling…connecting our stories with God's story. 

Our final song this morning is “My Story” by Big Daddy Weave.  I want to share with you a little 

about MY story about this song.  This song was released in 2015 and during that year, we had 

just moved back from out of state and we were living with my parents.  Me, my wife, and my 

three kids were yes…living with my parents.  I had my resumes out a several churches on the 

east coast but nothing was lining up.  And then I got a job.  Not in a church like I wanted, but 

working as an accountant.  On one hand it was good to have any job, but on the other, I had to 

drive to Brandon, and the pay was not enough to move out of my parent’s house, it was not 

personally fulfilling to me.  I was thanking God for provision, but with the same breath, I was 

questioning what was next and why it was taking so long.   

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1TKAN-nAsu8
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And it was at this time that the song was playing on The JoyFM.  I would hear it on the way to 

work and on the way home.  Here are some of the lyrics” 

If I told you my story, you would hear hope that wouldn’t let go. 

If I told you my story, you would hear love that never gave up. 

If I told you my story, you would hear life but it wasn’t mine. 

If I should speak, then let it be of the grace that is greater than all my sins. Of when 

justice was served and when mercy wins.  All the kindness of Jesus that draws me in.  Oh, 

to tell you my story is to tell of Him. 

And what I realized one night I was driving home was at that moment, if I told you MY story, it 

would be one of sadness, complaining, some would say depression.  It would be a story that 

pointed to all the things wrong in my life, not the savior that was sustaining me through the 

storm.  It convicted me because that was not who I wanted to be: for myself, for my family and 

my kids, as my witness to my neighbors.  My individual call to be a follower of Christ, to be a 

neighbor, and be together was not happening.  So I began to pray that God would change that 

feeling.  It didn’t happen overnight.  But let’s face it, I didn’t get into that place overnight.  And 

it was that job that eventually lead to me working here as the Board of Education Bookkeeper 

for our schools and then a position at the church opened up.   

So as we sing our final song, I want you to think about YOUR story.  How have you experienced 

God’s call to be a follower, a neighbor, or be together?  Remember, calling is about connecting 

your story with God's story.   

Let us pray. 


