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Called as We Are 

11/25/18 

Isaiah 43:1-3a (ESV) –  

But now thus says the LORD, 

he who created you, O Jacob, 

    he who formed you, O Israel: 

“Fear not, for I have redeemed you; 

    I have called you by name, you are mine. 
2 When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 

    and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 

when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 

    and the flame shall not consume you. 
3 For I am the LORD your God, 

    the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. 

 

Happy Thanksgiving! I hope that you all had a special time with family and friends 

and remembered to give thanks for the Lord our God, for he is good! Pastor Dave 

and Sarah are on their way back with Mama Lena, so he will be back next week.  

We conclude part one of our Called series today. Our scripture this morning said 

that God has called us by name. So what’s in a name? There is something special 

about a name. Think about your name…were you named after someone? Does 

your name have a special meaning? When parents are expecting a baby, much 

planning goes into the choosing of a name. There are many cultural traditions. In 

China, for example, the father has the final say. Traditionally, a baby gets 3 names: 

a surname, a generation name (shared by siblings and cousins), and a given name. 
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Tradition, the elements of the earth and the date of the birth all go into selecting the 

name. In Arab and Latin America countries, religious traditions are an important 

part of naming the baby. In Germany, names are regulated by the registrar’s office 

and must be approved. African traditions vary by country and culture but 

generally, parents believe that a child’s name can influence the child’s life as well 

as the life of the entire family. In the US, parents are influenced by tradition, 

religion, and pop culture. In my family, we followed some traditions. My father’s 

middle name was his mother’s maiden name. My sister and I were not given 

middle names, because we were both girls. Our parents wanted us to keep our 

maiden name as our middle name when we married. I remember when I was 

pregnant, Bill and I talked about names. We wanted a Biblical name and we also 

wanted a family name. David is named after King David and his middle name is 

after Bill’s father.  I came across a video regarding the naming of a child. Actor 

Matthew McConaughey has a very inspirational story about his son’s 

name….(Video) 

In the book, The Stories We Live, Kathleen Cahalan makes this statement: “my 

name expresses something about who I am and whose I am.” There are many 

stories in the Bible that show the meaning of a name: 

 Isaac means laughter because Sarah laughed when she was pregnant at her 

age 
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 Samuel received his name because his mother Hannah asked the Lord for 

him 

 John was given his name by an angel! When he was born the elders wanted 

to name him Zechariah, after his father. His mother Elizabeth said “No his 

name is John.” When the elders asked Zechariah, he wrote on a piece of 

paper the name “John.” 

 And of course, the angel told Mary that she would have a son and name him 

Jesus. Philippians 2:9 says that God gave him a name that is above all 

names.  

Many names changed as their lives had been transformed by God: 

 Abram became Abraham when God promised him to be the father of all 

nations. 

 Sarai became Sarah which means the mother of nations 

 Jacob was changed to Israel after wrestling with God 

 And Simon became Peter which meant “rock” and upon this Rock Christ 

built his church 

So our name is an expression of who we are and whose we are.  

Our scriptures this morning speaks to the importance of a name. God says: “I have 

called you by name and you are mine.” Let that sink in for just a moment. We all 

like to be called by our name. As a teacher, I spent the first week learning my 

students’ names so that I could call them by name. It makes us feel special and of 

worth when people call us by name. Our name says who we are and whose we are. 

During an infant baptism, it is part of the liturgy to ask “what name is given this 

child?” God calls you by your name; he knows who you are. And he claims you as 

his own. This call by name makes it personal. It’s not a general call, but a call 

specific to you; to me. It’s a personal invitation to join God in his work. As we 
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continue to talk about calling, I ask you, have you ever heard God call you by 

name? There are examples in the Bible where God or Jesus call someone by name: 

 God called Moses through a burning bush. Wouldn’t you just love to have a 

burning bush call out to you? 

 One of my favorite “call” stories is that of Samuel. In 1 Samuel 3, we learn 

that Samuel is serving Eli in ministry to the Lord. Eli’s eyesight was failing 

and he was lying down. Samuel was lying down in the temple. He heard his 

name called and assumed it was Eli, so he ran to Eli and said “here I am.” 

This happened three times. The third time, Eli realized that God was calling 

to Samuel. So he instructed Samuel to go lie down again, and if the Lord 

calls again, say “Speak Lord, for your servant is listening.” So Samuel went 

and laid down. Again God called to him and Samuel responded as Eli had 

instructed him.  

10 The LORD came and stood there, calling as at the other times, “Samuel! 

Samuel!” 

Then Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” 

When Jesus began his ministry, he called to each one of the disciples “follow me.” 

Last week Jeremy did a wonderful job sharing how we are all called to be 

followers of Jesus. But Jesus doesn’t just call us into the work of the church. He 

calls us in our daily lives. 
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There is one story in Luke that shows this. Jesus is just walking through town and 

the crowds gathered. He called out to one man, Zacchaeus, and told him that he 

was coming to his house for dinner. That was his calling.  

See God calls us where we are, as we are. Even when we are up a tree!  We are 

part of a research project through Vibrant Faith called the C3 project – Creating a 

Culture of Calling. Originally it was creating a culture of vocation. But the word 

“vocation” was confusing. Many assumed it meant developing people for full time 

ministry. Plus it didn’t’ have the nice alliteration. However, the word vocation 

means “calling” or “to call.” In her book “Calling All Ages Good,” Cahalan says 

that vocation is the language to describe lifelong task of figuring out our life 

purposes in relationship to God’s purposes. Vocation expresses the partnership 

relationship between humans and God that serves as the primary source of 

direction for our lives. It’s not about what we do, but about who we are! Cahalan 

states “It’s not about the doing which a human does; it’s about the doing which a 

human is.” Vocation is relational with God and within the community (vertical and 

horizontal). This is the culture we want to create here at PHUMC. (video) 

When Jeremy, Joel, Robin and I attended the first training in Baltimore last spring, 

one of the take aways for us was that calling is everywhere; it is a matter of being 

aware of it. We started seeing how calling was a part of our spiritual growth; our 
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prayers; we saw it in scripture. Vocation or calling is our Christian meaning 

making; it’s our life journey. All we have to do is pay attention.  

As some of you know, Bill and I have a new addition to our family. This is Lizzie. 

Lizzie is a 6 month old miniature pincher/terrier mix. And she puts the “terror” in 

“terrier.” I enrolled Lizzie in puppy school this fall. Do you know what the first 

command is that she had to learn was? Focus. I had to teach her to look at me. She 

has to be looking at me and paying attention before I can tell her to do anything 

else. That is what we must do in order to hear God’s call. We have to pay attention. 

In Jeremiah 29:13 says if you seek me with all of your heart, you will find me. Are 

we seeking God with all our heart? Are we paying attention? 

When we are focused on our Master, we surrender to him. The lyrics to the song at 

the offering come from John Wesley’s covenant prayer: 

“I am yours, no longer my own. Put me to whatever you will. Place me with 

whomever you choose. I am yours and you are mine. Raise me up or bring me low. 

Use my all or lay me aside. I am yours and you are mine.” This is what it means to 

be focused on God; to pay attention.  

Years ago, I received a book called “The Prayer of Jabez” as a gift. In it, author 

Bruce Wilkinson talks about divine appointments. As we begin to pay attention 

and seek God with all of our hearts, we begin to see where he is at work and where 
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he needs us to join him. Wilkinson writes: “when you start praying for these 

appointments, amazing things start to happen. People will show up on our doorstep 

or the table next to you.” Two weeks ago, Pastor Dave and I issued a challenge to 

do Acts of Random Kindness every day through Thanksgiving. I hope that some of 

you have seized those opportunities. To me, those are divine appointments. And I 

encourage you not to stop now that Thanksgiving is over. It is through these divine 

appointments that you begin to hear God’s call more clearly. I was a music teacher 

for 20 years. It was during that time that I read the prayer of Jabez. As I became 

more aware and payed more attention to God, I heard a different call.   

You have a purpose and can serve God’s kingdom, no matter where you are in you 

life’s journey. Last week Nanette Parris shared her testimony from our Called to 

Serve weekend. She found herself in a position out of her comfort zone. She said 

that God doesn’t call the equipped, he equips the called. When he calls us to do 

something, he provides all that we need to fulfill it.  I have visited people in the 

hospital only to find out that they have been witnessing to the nurses and hospital 

staff while they were being cared for. In your job, in your community, in your 

school, God has a call for you right where you are, just as you are. Jeremy shared 

with us last week that no matter our age or stage in life, God has a calling for us.  

At our Go Pillar meeting this past summer, I watched God’s call come to one of 

our team members. I was sharing after the Annual Conference about the Bishop’s 
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encouragement for all Florida churches to be in a covenant relationship with a 

sister church in Cuba. We have discussed that in past years, but this year was 

different. I really felt called to join this initiative, but needed the pillar team’s input 

and support. I asked them to prayerfully consider entering into a relationship with a 

church in Cuba. Following that meeting, Tom Artau shared with me that God was 

really nudging him to take the lead on this partnership. A few months later, Tom 

led a team of 5 people on our first mission trip to Cuba. I have invited Tom here 

this morning to share just some of the experiences he and the team had earlier this 

month.  

(Tom’s Testimony) 

God called Tom’s name. Tom responded “Speak Lord, your servant is listening.” 

We will be holding a Cuba night in the near future so that the team can share more 

about their experience. Each one responded to God’s call.  

Your name says something about who you are and whose you are. God knows your 

name. He has claimed you as his own. And he has a purpose for you. Are you 

paying attention? He will equip you. You can count on him. And then you will 

know such unspeakable joy, and will be empowered with unstoppable love – 

anything is possible!  

 


