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 Part II: At Christ’s Expense 

2 Corinthians 8:9 

9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for 

your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich. 

 

Prayer – Lord you are our Everything. We thank you for the salvation that comes 

through your sacrifice. We thank you that you deliver us from evil. We thank you 

that your grace flows freely down to us, and all that we must do is turn to you. 

“You’re all I want, you’re all I need, You’re everything, everything.” 

“My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness” 2 Cor 

12:9 

“And my God will supply every need of yours according to His riches in glory in 

Christ Jesus.” Phil 4:19 

Thank you to our student ministry for bringing us this powerful image of God’s 

amazing grace. If you are like me, you were so captivated by the action that you 

may have missed the power of some of the words. Listen to these lyrics from that 

song: 

 

You are the strength 

That keeps me walking 

You are the hope 

That keeps me trusting 

You are the light to my soul 

You are my purpose 

You're everything 

 



 
 

2 
 

You calm the storms 

And You give me rest 

You hold me in your hands 

You won't let me fall 

You steal my heart 

When You take my breath away 

Would You take me in take me deeper now 

 

And how can I stand here with You 

And not be moved by You 

Would You tell me how could it be 

Any better than this 

 

Cause You're all I want 

You're all I need 

You're everything, everything 

 

In these lyrics we see the riches of God’s grace: strength, hope, light, rest, 

purpose, comfort. All of this and more because as our scripture this morning tells 

us, Christ became poor so that we might become rich.  

Let’s take another look at the definition of grace from last week: Grace is the 

active presence and transforming power of God in our lives. This incredible gift is 

free! Completely and totally free….all we have to do is ask. That is amazing grace. 

Last week, we learned about the vast, immeasurable riches of our God. In a 

word, those riches are grace. We don’t deserve it; we can’t earn it; it is God’s 

gracious gift to us. When is the last time that you can remember getting something 

that you know you didn’t deserve? I have a confession to make this morning. I 

have an addiction….to Sweet Tea. When everyone else is stopping at Starbucks for 
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coffee, I am stopping at Chick-fil-a for a Sweet Tea. One I was visiting our Palm 

Harbor Chickfila for my morning tea. The line was unusually long and moving 

unusually slow.  I waited patiently and as I pulled up to pay for my order, the 

woman handed me my tea and a straw and said “have a nice day.” I tried to give 

her my money, which I had in my hand, and she said “No thank you. Just have a 

nice day.” I was pleasantly surprised and it made for a great start to a good day.  

What would it be like for us to wake up every morning with the realization 

that we can experience that every day! God’s grace is available, for free, for us 

each day. That’s amazing!   I want you to take moment to think about when you 

have experienced God’s grace this week. (pause) Now I want you to share that 

with one person; you only have one minute (30 seconds each) so keep it brief.  

I often take that for granted. Sometimes I don’t recognize when God is 

actively present in my life. It is such a wonderful gift! And though we can’t do 

anything to earn this gift, it does come at a price. Christ paid the ultimate price. 

He Was Rich 

Our scripture today says “you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 

though he was rich, yet for your sake He became poor…” He laid aside his crown 

for all.  John 1:1 says “in the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 

God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning.” Jesus is the 
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Word. The Word was God; He was with God at the beginning of all creation. 

“Through Him all things were made; without Him nothing was made.” This 

passage of scripture lets us know what Jesus was doing before he gave it all up to 

come down from heaven, become fully human and fully divine, minister to the 

people, be beaten and put to death on the cross. He had a pretty good gig going. 

But he gave it all up. Why? Because God loves you….and you…..and you…..and 

me.  

He Became Poor 

Jesus sacrificed all that he had for us. Let’s try to imagine what that might be 

like. For the guys, I want you to imagine giving up something of great value to 

you….imagine giving your wife….the remote control! 

Or maybe this example might speak to some of you: How many dog owners 

do we have here? C.S. Lewis tried to describe what it might have been like for 

Jesus when he wrote, "Lying at your feet is your dog. Imagine, for the moment, 

that your dog and every dog is in deep distress. Some of us love dogs very much. If 

it would help all the dogs in the world to become like men, would you be willing to 

become a dog? Would you put down your human nature, leave your loved ones, 

your job, hobbies, your art and literature and music, and choose instead of the 

intimate communion with your beloved, the poor substitute of looking into the 
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beloved’s face and wagging your tail, unable to smile or speak? Christ by 

becoming man limited the thing which to Him was the most precious thing in the 

world; his unhampered, unhindered communion with the Father." 

Not only did Jesus give up communing with the Father and “being in very 

nature God,” as it says in Phil 2:6, when he became human for us, he also became 

poor for us; a servant. He was born into poor circumstances (a stable), lived a poor 

life (son of a carpenter), and died in poverty. The death of Jesus was the ultimate 

price. And for us to fully “grasp” how long, wide, deep, and high is the love of 

God, we need to understand the cost of our salvation. Jesus was betrayed, beaten, 

and crucified. “being found in appearance as a man he humbled himself and 

became obedient to death; even death on a cross.” This was the most costly act of 

obedience in the history of the world. Crucifixion was the most cruel and painful 

death man had ever devised.  

So That We Would Be Rich 

All this so that we might be rich; rich in the love and grace of God, rich in 

the hope of eternal life, being heirs of the kingdom. Through Jesus’ sacrifice, God 

made a way for us to be restored into right relationship with him. This is justifying 

grace. The grace that saves. Revisting the House of Salvation from last week, we 
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have now stepped off the porch, accepted the invitation and stepped through the 

door of the house.  

In last week’s passage from Ephesians, Paul said he wants us to know how 

long, how wide, how deep, how high the love of God is. This is the greatest 

example of that love. Christ didn’t just give up all of the glory and power he had to 

come down here and hang out with a bunch of people, telling stories and eating 

dinner. He came down here to reconcile the broken relationship between God and 

his people. He spoke with them, talked with them, shared meals together, healed 

them. And then the unspeakable happened…they turned on him. This story is 

repeated over and over throughout the Old Testament. God seeks to restore the 

relationship with humanity; he saves them from their troubles when they cry out to 

him, only to have them turn away once they are saved and life is good again. But 

this time, it was different. This time the offer of salvation was given once and for 

all. This time, the price was very high. And this time, it was God who paid it.  

There lived in a little village a doctor noted for his kindness and charity. 

After his death they found written across many of his accounts the notation: 

“Forgiven—too poor to pay.” The widow objected and sued the people for 

payment. But the judge asked, “Is this your husband’s signature?” “Yes,” she 

replied. “Then,” said the judge, “there is not a court in the land who can order a 

collection of the accounts where the doctor has written ‘Forgiven.’”  
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Jesus offers to forgive and pay our debt in full because he knows we are “too poor 

to pay.” 

You see, we are all sinners. There is not one more guilty than another. We 

have all sinned against God by not loving him with our whole hearts and not loving 

our neighbors. It doesn’t matter what we have done or left undone, we are guilty. 

There is a price for sin and that price is death. Yet out of his glorious riches, out of 

His grace, God gave us forgiveness. He sent Jesus to satisfy the debt that we owe. 

He sent Jesus to wash away our sin and make us whiter than snow.  

Once we are saved by grace, we move inside the house. We begin to explore 

the many rooms of God’s sanctifying grace. This is the grace that helps us grow in 

our faith; gives us the strength, hope, wisdom, patience that we need when we need 

it. So how do we get our hands on these glorious riches? By waiting in places 

where we know we can encounter God’s grace. It’s kind of like waiting for the bus. 

You wait on the path or route where you know the bus is coming. These are 

Pathways to grace, or as Wesley would call them, “means of grace.” These are 

spiritual practices that the Holy Spirit uses to either draw us to God (get us on the 

porch), or enable us to know that our sins are forgiven (walk through the door) or 

help us grow in love for God and neighbor (make yourself at home in the house). 

These “means of grace” make up the many rooms of the house. They include, but 

are not limited to: devotional reading of Scripture, prayer, fasting, the Lord’s 
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Supper, Christian conversation, worship, and acts of compassion and service. 

(Wesley Study Bible, p. 1158). 

Remember that grace is grace. It doesn’t matter where you are in your faith 

journey. God’s grace is sufficient for you. Out of his glorious riches he will supply 

you with whatever you need in your inner being at the very time that you need it. 

That’s what is so amazing about Amazing Grace!  As we prepare to sing our 

closing song, I want to invite you to wait in the path of grace; prayer. The altar will 

be open for you to come and receive God’s grace in whatever way you need it 

today. He loves you and is waiting to meet you just as you are. 

 


