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Last week we concluded our series on Micah 6:8 and next week we will begin a 

new series “Family Ties.” So as I was thinking about today’s message, I kept going 

back to the question in Micah 6:8, “What does the Lord require of you?” Allow me 

to use a horrible play and words and say this morning, “what does the Board 

require of you?” Let me explain. This past week I was in Leesburg serving on the 

Board of Ordained Ministry. This is the board of the UMC who prayerfully discern 

the readiness and effectiveness of those who have been called to ordained ministry. 

Many of you may remember that last year, I was ordained after the long process of 

applying to the Board. God has a sense of humor. Now I serve on that very same 

board. But it is also evidence of God’s grace. This past week was an affirmation of 

what I have believed while going through the ordination process – God is in the 

process. Sitting on the other side of the table was a blessing, an honor, and a very 

weighty and humbling responsibility. Having gone through the process so recently 

it gave me a new perspective. Many of the stories that we heard from those 

applying were powerful testimonies that with God, all things are possible.  

So that drew me back to the question, “What does the Lord require of you?” We 

know now that he requires justice, kindness, and walking humbly with him. We 



find another answer in Psalm 51:17, that God requires a sacrifice of a broken and 

contrite heart; a repentant heart; a humble heart. And in our scripture this morning, 

we find yet another similar question. It is a well known story and it too asks a 

question about what the Lord requires. Only in this story, it is the question of 

eternal life. As I meditated on this passage from Mark, God revealed something 

new to me that I don’t remember noticing before. That’s the power of the Holy 

Spirit and the Living Word of God! There is always something new! So here is the 

young man who is running to Jesus, wanting to follow him and know how to 

inherit eternal life. He knelt down before Jesus, as one would bow down to in 

reverence before God. Then Jesus tells him “you know the commandments” and 

lists those commandments that speak of loving thy neighbor. And the young man 

says, “I’ve kept those since I was a boy.”  Here’s the part that jumped out at me 

that I had not noticed before. In verse 21, Jesus looks at him, and LOVED him. 

Jesus loved him. 

Have you ever had someone just look at you and you could feel the love? Jesus 

didn’t have to say anything. He looked at him and loved him. I know there are 

many dog owners out there. Dogs can’t speak, but you know what they are 

thinking just by the look on their faces. Those big brown, black, blue eyes convey 

love without a word. Jesus looked at him and loved him. He loved him just as he 

was. Not because he had followed those few commandments. Not because he was 



rich. He loved him for who he was in that very moment. Knowing his heart, he 

loved him. 

And then Jesus goes on in verse 21 saying “you lack one thing.” Here is where it is 

interesting to note that Jesus only listed those commandments addressing the love 

of neighbor. He did not list any of the commandments about loving God. Why? 

Because this young man’s heart was divided. He did not love God with his whole 

heart. He had an idol. His riches. And Jesus knew his heart.  

The African hunters have an interesting strategy when it comes to catching 

monkeys. The hunter will take a hollow gourd, cut a hole in it just large enough for 

the monkey to fit its hand through, but too small for the monkey to pull its closed 

fist out, bait the trap with peanuts, rice, or fruit, and then wait for a curious monkey 

to come by and attempt to take the bait. Amazingly, once the monkey grabs the 

bait, it will not turn loose of it, in spite of imminent capture. 

Likewise, when Jesus shared that the one thing was to sell everything he owned, 

the young man could not let go. I want to make a point here that it is not about the 

riches. It is about surrendering your heart to God. 

Nowhere in Scripture do we find a blanket statement to give all to the poor. Jesus 

encountered other rich people. The tax-collectors of his day were very well-to-do, 

yet when Jesus called Matthew to become one of his disciples, he did not tell 



Matthew to sell everything he had. In the same way, when Jesus crossed paths with 

Zacchaeus, Zack was never commanded to give everything he had to the poor 

This rich-young-ruler’s issue was not that he had money, but that his money had 

him.  

Jesus said that if you give everything to the poor you will have treasure in heaven. 

That is what the man was seeking – eternal life. But he couldn’t let go of that 

which he put his hope in.  The young man placed his trust in them; placed his 

confidence in them. He expected protection and provision from them. These are all 

things that we should be seeking from God. Our hope is in you Lord! What are you 

holding on to? Or what has a hold on you? 

Be Thou My Vision speaks about this too. Have you ever paid really close 

attention to the words that we sing? 

Riches I heed not nor man’s empty praise – maybe the thing you can’t let go of is 

the approval of others; people pleasing. 

Thou my inheritance now and always – Jesus is our treasure; he is where our trust 

should be; our confidence; our hope. 

Thou and thou only first in my heart – is Jesus first in your heart? Is your heart 

divided? What do you need to let go of? 



High King of heaven my treasure thou art. – Can you sing these words and truly 

mean it? Is Jesus your treasure? 

And in the first verse, we sing “Be thou my vision oh Lord of my heart.” Is Jesus 

the Lord of your heart? 

The young man walks away discouraged for he cannot let go of his treasure. Then 

Jesus uses this time to teach his disciples a valuable lesson. Do you know why 

Jesus said these words? Jesus had just told them that it’s very difficult for anyone 

who loves money to go to heaven – it’s easier for a camel to go through the eye of 

a needle, than for someone who loves money to go to heaven. When the disciples 

heard this, they were astonished. Everyone struggles with a love for money. The 

young man’s riches can be viewed as an analogy for sin. Everyone struggles with 

sin. That’s why the disciples asked, “Who then, can be saved?” How can anyone 

get to heaven? We’re all so sinful, all the time. And that’s when Jesus said, “With 

man, this is impossible.” Don’t you wish that we had an app to help us let go of 

those things that have a hold on us?  (Let Go commericial) 

We do. His name is Jesus. And here is where we see God’s grace at work. Letting 

go of our idols, our possessions, our pride, our thoughts is impossible for us. It is 

only by God’s grace that we are able to let go. Jesus says in verse 27 “with man it 

is impossible, but not with God. For all things are possible with God.”  



What has a hold on us? Sin. But God provides a way for us to be free from sin 

through Jesus. It is by God’s grace, this beautiful gift of redemption and restoration 

that we can let go. It is impossible for us. There is nothing that we can do to earn it, 

to deserve it. It’s grace. All we must do is receive it.  

So three things that I want you to take away this morning: 

1. Jesus looked at him and loved him. Jesus looks at you and loves you! 

2. One thing you lack – reflect on your one thing.  

3. All things are possible with God. 

As we prepare to sing our closing song, reflect on these words:  “what could I say, 

or what could I do, but offer this heart oh God completely to you” 

There is nothing that we can say or do, but total surrender to God, with whom all 

things are possible.  

 

 

 

 


