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This is 2020!  And what is our vision?  What is our 20/20 vision?   

 

                                                                        
Without my glasses I definitely do not have 20/20 vision.  I need assistance.  Let’s call on God in 

2020 to assist with our 20/20 vision.  Let’s see things as God sees them.   

 

The Pew Reasearch Center in October 0f 2019 reported that the latestest statistics show that 65% 

of United States adults descrbied themselves as Chrsistians.  However at the beginning of the 

decade 77% described themsevles as Chrsitians.  26% identified themselves as athesits, agnostic 

or “nothing in partiuclar.  That is up 9% from 2009.  Among all of that we have the dropping of 

church attendance.  Here at PHUMC our average worship attendace dropped about 7% from a year 

ago.   

 

Wow—what a way to start off a 1st Sunday message in a new year.  I believe, I belive with God’s 

vision for 2020 we can make a differnce through our vision, purpose and core values.  It includes 

being faithful to worship to be fed, to be in fellowship, to pray, to be in study.  It invovles being 

willing to interact and share your call with others.  There are many as shown in the statistics that 

object to Christianity.  In our new 3 part sermon sereis we will look at 3 objctions.  1 each week. 

 

Today is the objection that people say, ‘Christianity isn’t new.”  Why should I believe it?  Last 

year one of the books I read was “In Our Time, The Life and Ministry of E. Stanley Jones” by 

Robert G. Tuttle. E. Stanley Jones was a great Methodist missionary, freind of Ghandi and spent 

much time with the Hindus.   

 

The Hindu people could find things that paralleled the Sermon ont eh Mournt, for example.  They 

had 3 objections to Christianity:  It isn’t new, it isn’t you, and it isn’t true.  We will look at these 

over the next couple of weeks.   

 

The great missionary said there were parallels in Hinduism where the word became word, but the 

Gospel says something different.  John 1:14 New International Version (NIV)14 The Word 

became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one 

and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.    

 

There is a difference between the word becoming word and the word becoming flesh.  Jesus did 

come to bring the good news; he was the good news. 

 

A Hindu lawyer once had a page of challenges from the Old Testament, but Stanley refused to 

answer them.  You see he did not preach church councils, he preached Jesus.  Jesus was the 

climax of history a new beginning.  “Questions regarding creation were not the point.   
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Jesus Christ is the point.  In him dialog became decision.  Jesus is the point of decision.  He is 

the judgment day.  We judge ourselves when we look into his face.  In him we see what we are 

and what we might become.  He is judgment and possibility, condemnation and confidence.  

Again, He was now the Word become Flesh that secured his message and held him to the task.”  

(page 82) 

 

Today, maybe much more than other sermons is a message on apologetics. That doesn’t mean I 

apologize for the sermon, but apologetics is about defending the faith. So, this message, like your 

pastor is a bit different. 

 

Some would say, “Why should I believe in God and Jesus, for it is nothing new.  Other religions 

had some same principles.” 

 

And you know they are right.  Many are familiar with what we call the Golden Rule found in the 

New Testament.  But take a look: 

 

                    
 

Hmm, so maybe Christianity is not new.  Well, let’s look at the whole story.  Judaism and our 

faith in God is perhaps the oldest religion. 
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To be honest Judaism is not quite as old as Hinduism, perhaps why they argued with missionary 

E. Stanley Jones.   

 

Ravi Zacharias was interviewd by Lee Strobel, you will find the interview in Strobel’s book, “The 

Case for Faith.”  Zacahrias a very learned and educated man is a Christian apoligetic and defends 

the Christian faith. He says “…yes we are brothers and sisters as fellow human beings, but the 

only reason we are is because we have been fashioned by God. Once you take that foundation 

away, the brotherhood ends up with more hoods than brothers! In sum, Islam, Buddhism, 

Hinduism and Christianity are not saying the same thing. They are distinct and mutaully exlusive 

relgious doctirnes.  They all cannot be true at the same time.”  (page 154, Case for Faith, Stobel) 

 

Many may be familiar with the story “The Blind Men and the Elphant,” by Lillian Quigley.   

 

                                                   

1. The first blind man put out his hand and touched the side of the elephant. “How 

smooth! An elephant is like a wall.” 

2. The second blind man put out his hand and touched the trunk of the elephant. “How 

round! An elephant is like a snake.” 

3. The third blind man put out his hand and touched the tusk of the elephant. “How sharp! 

An elephant is like a spear.” 

4. The fourth blind man put out his hand and touched the leg of the elephant. “How tall! An 

elephant is like a tree.” 

5. The fifth blind man reached out his hand and touched the ear of the elephant. “How 

wide! An elephant is like a fan.” 

6. The sixth blind man put out his hand and touched the tail of the elephant. “How thin! An 

elephant is like a rope.” 

Some truth, but not the entire truth.  As the story says, “Though each was partly in the right, 

And all were in the wrong!” And yet religions try that approach to their religion without looking 

at the whole picture. That each religion has a part of the truth.   

But listen to this twist.  What if the elephant himself speaks?  He says, “I’m not a wall, snake, 

spear, tree, fan, or rope.  Look at the whole, not just the part.” 
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But doesn’t that make the Christian view obnoxious, and arrogant for a Christian to say no 

 other way but the Christian way. 

 

Zacharias says this, “In India we have a proverb that says once you cut off a person’s nose, there’s 

no point in giving him a rose to smell.  “And if a Christian’s arrogance truns off somebody, that 

person won’t be receptive to the Christian message.  Mahatma Gandhi said, “I like their Christ, 

but I don’t like their Christians.’  Freidrich Nietzsch said, ‘I will believe in the Redeemer when eh 

Christian looks a little more redeemed.’ (Case for Faith, Strobel, page 150) 

 

Perhaps rather than Christianity we just need moralism or philiospy.  There is nothing new about 

that. 

 

John 14: 6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the 

Father except through me. 

 

Moralism says just do good.  Moralism points to the way.  Moralism says just be good and have 

nice behavior.  Friends, the Gospel is more than moral improvement.  Are good morals important?  

Absolutely.  Should Christians have good morals?  Definitely!  However, moralism will not save 

you.  You would be good, but good for nothing.  Many non-Christians are moral.  It takes more 

than moralism.  The emphasis is not on being a ‘do-gooder’ as compared to having genuine faith.  

Moralism can become legalism.  More about what we do rather than what we believe…Pharisaic.  

A moralist can pray, go to church, help community---if he does good then he is good with God.  If 

you don’t lie, cheat, steal or cuss too much you’re a good person.  Therefore, good behavior equals 

eternal life.  Hear me…. moralism cannot replace Jesus and the Gospels. 

 

E. Stanley Jones would say Jesus is not a way, but THE way.   

 

Zacharias said, “Jesus Christ didn’t come into this world to make bad people good.  He came into 

the world to make dead people live.  He came so that those who are dead to God can come alive 

to God.  If this life were only about morality, then how you live would be the most important thing, 

although it would still be connected to what you believe.  But that misunderstands the Christian 

concept, which is no matter how well we live, we cannot live up to the standard and character of 

God.”   (Strobel, Case for Faith, 156) “If God were to truly give what every one of us deserved, 

none of us would get to heaven.”  (page 158) 

 

Oh, but it’s not new…it’s just philosophy.  Philosophy points to the truth.  Jesus is the truth.  He 

is knowledge, values, reason, existence.  He is goodness and truth.   

 

It’s not new it’s just a religion.  Religion points to life.  Jesus is life.  He is the way, the truth and 

the life.   

 

It’s not religion, it’s relationship. Headed towards heaven or hell.  Ravi Zacharias says, “What is 

hell but the absence of God.?  And for me to live my life with the absence of God is to already be 

on the road to hell.”   
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Jesus said, 11 Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at 

least believe on the evidence of the works themselves. 

 

The evidence of the works of miracles, healings, raising others from the dead. 

 

I will respect those of other religions.  I will try and love them with the vision Jesus did. Jesus tells 

us to love. 

 

Christianity is the only major world religion whose founder came into the world as He did.  Born 

in a manger. 

 

Jesus is the only one who died for His people sins.  

 

Theologian R. C. Sproul says, “Moses could meditate on the laws. Muhammad could brandish a 

sword; Buddha could give personal counsel; Confucius could offer wise sayings; but none of these 

men was qualified to offer an atonement for the sins of the world…Christ alone is worthy of 

unlimited devotion and service.” 

 

Buddha was dead and buried around 400 BC.  Confucius was dead and buried around 479 BC.  

Muhammed dead and buried around 633 BC.  Jesus was dead and buried around 33 AD…. but 

wait---He didn’t stay dead!!!  He was resurrected. The only major world religion ‘founder’ who 

died and was resurrected. There is proof by the disciples and more than 500 who saw Him on 

earth, and then saw Him ascend into heaven.  

 

Christianity is relationship more than religion.   

 

As Tuttle says in his book, “Jesus was not merely the founder of Christianity; he is the 

Foundation of Christianity.”  (Tuttle, page 82) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


