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MEDIA RELEASE           26 August 2014 

 

Brisbane Heat steps up to the crease to support 

ovarian cancer 
City icon turns teal to raise awareness of devastating disease 

 

The Brisbane Heat and Ovarian Cancer Australia are delighted to announce that they will be working 

together to raise awareness and funds for the devastating disease.  The announcement will be 

marked by the iconic Story Bridge being lit in teal for the week - the international colour for ovarian 

cancer and the playing strip of the Heat in the KFC T20 Big Bash League.  

Ovarian Cancer Australia is the peak national body for ovarian cancer in Australia, and with the help 

of the Heat, it will continue to raise awareness of the symptoms, risks and impacts of ovarian cancer, 

as well as raise vital funds for support, awareness, advocacy and research.  

Ovarian Cancer Australia will be the official charity partner of the Brisbane Heat and Queensland 

Cricket, with a fund-raising focus around the four Heat home matches at the Gabba over the coming 

summer and overall support across the season.  

Maria Hopes, wife of Brisbane Heat captain James Hopes, has become an ambassador for Ovarian 

Cancer Australia after losing her mother, Karen, to the disease in 2008. Her own fundraising efforts 

have already raised thousands of dollars for the organisation. 

“I am extremely excited and proud to be an official Ambassador for Ovarian Cancer Australia,” she 

said.  

“As one of the many people in Australia personally touched by this insidious disease, I am grateful 

for the opportunity to help raise greater awareness, and in particular, help women understand the 

signs and symptoms.  

“I believe that many lives could be saved through greater awareness of the symptoms of ovarian 

cancer.  

“My mother, like many women, experienced some of the symptoms but disregarded these as being a 

normal part of the ageing process. When she was diagnosed in 2003 she had Stage 3 ovarian cancer. 

“During her treatment, my mother participated in clinical trials and later donated her body for 

scientific research. I am honoured to be continuing her work by helping Ovarian Cancer Australia in 

their incredible efforts around awareness, support, advocacy and research. 

“I encourage all Queenslanders to dig deep and provide their support for better outcomes for 

women and their families living with the disease.” 

Ovarian Cancer Australia CEO Alison Amos said she was thrilled to have the Brisbane Heat and 

Queensland Cricket as an official partner of the organisation. 
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“Cricket plays such an important role in Australian life and unites so many people with a common 

passion. 

“We see this partnership as a fantastic opportunity to continue to raise awareness and the kinds of 

funds we need to achieve our vision to save lives and ensure that no woman with ovarian cancer 

walks alone.” 

Brisbane Heat General Manager Andrew Blucher said the Heat and Queensland Cricket were pleased 
to contribute to growing awareness of ovarian cancer. 
 
“Research showed that more than a third of our crowds were female last season and if we can assist 
with increasing understanding about ovarian cancer, then we should be front and centre with 
delivering that message to our supporters,’’ he said. 
 
“The Brisbane Heat share a colour with Ovarian Cancer Australia but more importantly we share the 
goal that together we can help to save lives and support the women and families who face the 
challenge of overcoming this disease.” 
 
“We congratulate Maria and James Hopes for their support of such a worthy cause and look forward 
to them being part of the on-going partnership between the Heat, Queensland Cricket and Ovarian 
Cancer Australia,’’ Blucher said. 
 
Ovarian cancer has the lowest survival rate of any women’s cancer. Each year 1,400 Australian 

women are diagnosed and 1,000 women will die from the disease.   

In the absence of an early detection test, women of all ages need to know and recognise the 

important signs and symptoms, which most commonly include: abdominal or pelvic pain, increased 

abdominal size or persistent abdominal bloating, the need to urinate often or urgently, or feeling full 

after eating a small amount.  

If these symptoms are new for women and they experience one or more of them persistently over a 

four-week period, they should consult their GP.  

Story Bridge will be lit up teal from 25 to 31 August. Coles stores in Brisbane’s south will also be 

fundraising for Ovarian Cancer Australia during the month of September.  

For more information about ovarian cancer, and how to show your support, visit 

www.ovariancancer.net.au  

Twitter: @ovariancancerOz #OCAwareness   

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/OvarianCancerAustralia 

 

-ENDS- 

For media enquires contact: 

Maggie Hill, Tel: 0404 196 452 or (03) 03 9289 9777 E: maggie.hill@ovariancancer.net.au 

Tony Faccenda, Tel: 0411 231 433 or (03) 8628 9362 E: tony@royce.com.au  

http://www.ovariancancer.net.au/
https://www.facebook.com/OvarianCancerAustralia
mailto:tony@royce.com.au
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IMAGES OF STORY BRIDGE LIT UP TEAL AVAILABLE ON REQUEST 

Spokespeople: 

Ovarian Cancer Australia:  Alison Amos, Chief Executive Officer 
Queensland Cricket:  James Hopes, Captain of Brisbane Heat, and his wife Maria Hopes 
 
Women living with ovarian cancer or who have overcome the disease are also available for interview upon request. 

 

About Ovarian Cancer Australia: 

Ovarian Cancer Australia is the peak national body for ovarian cancer and was founded in 2001 by a group of 

people who had been affected by ovarian cancer, either themselves or through someone they loved.  Ovarian 

Cancer Australia provides support for women and their families, raises community awareness of ovarian 

cancer, advocates for improved services for women and funds and promotes and funds research. Ovarian 

Cancer Australia’s vision is to save lives and ensure that no woman with ovarian cancer walks alone. Their work 

is guided by their core values of Optimism, Community and Accountability. Ovarian Cancer Australia has 

developed an ambitious strategic plan for 2013 to 2016 to develop and grow its support, awareness, advocacy 

and research programs. In order to achieve their ambitious plan, organisational growth and funding is critical. 

For more information visit www.ovariancancer.net.au 


