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“You shall live in booths 
seven days; all citizens in 
Israel shall live in booths,  in 
order that future generations 
may know that I made the 
Israelite people live in 
booths when I brought 
them out of the land of 
Egypt.”
(Leviticus 23:42-43)
JPS Hebrew-English 
Tanakh 2005

In Jewish tradition, the 
holiday of Sukkot, the 
Feast of Tabernacles, 
provides a time for 
one to remember the 
journey from Egypt to the 
Promised Land and to celebrate 
the benefits of the harvest, by 
living in temporary structures, a 
Sukkah for a week. Yet, for millions 
in the Horn of Africa, living in temporary 
structures is a reality. Currently the Horn of 
Africa is experiencing its worst drought in 60 
years. More than 13 million people,mostly nomadic 
pastoralists and farmers in parts of Somalia, Kenya 
and Ethiopia are severely lacking access to food. 
Instead of being able to celebrate the harvest, these millions 
are left hungry and powerless. The holiday of Sukkot 
provides an opportunity to celebrate our past, but recognize 
that while we are free, others are still wondering the desert. 
As the Horn of Africa faces such high levels of human 
suffering, we can draw on our Jewish values and raise our 
voices together.

Background

“Mark, on the fifteenth day 
of the seventh month, 

when you have gathered 
in the yield of your land, 
you shall observe the 
festival of the Lord 
[to last] seven days: 
a complete rest on 
the first day, and a 
complete rest on the 
first day, and a complete 
rest on the eight day. 
On the first day you 
shall take the product of 

hadar trees, branches 
of palm trees, boughs 

of leafy trees, and 
willows of the brook, and you shall 

rejoice before the Lord your G-d 
seven days.  You shall observe it as a 

festival of the Lord for seven days in the 
year; you shall observe it in the seventh 

month as a law for all time, throughout the 
ages. You shall live in booths seven days.” 

(Leviticus 23:39-42) JPS Hebrew-English Tanakh 2005

The holiday of Sukkot has both an agricultural and religious 
history that together formed the many traditions and 
customs that we practice today. Sukkot is a celebration of 
the summer harvest and the Exodus from Egypt. The Torah 
commands one to live in a temporary structure, a Sukkah, 
and thus throughout the world, Jewish families build huts 
to sleep, eat, and pray in. Lastly, the family is supposed to 
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invite guests or Ushpizin into the Sukkah, including those 
who are in need. With the current famine in the horn of 
Africa, the importance of the harvest and reaching out those 
who are in need seems particularly relevant.

Sermon Starter Quotes with 
Discussion Questions

1.  “When a person eats and drinks [in celebration of a 
holiday], he is obligated to feed converts, orphans, 
widows, and others who are destitute and poor. In 
contrast, a person who locks the gates of his courtyard 
and eats and drinks with his children and his wife, without 
feeding the poor and the embittered, is [not indulging 
in] rejoicing associated with a mitzvah, but rather the 
rejoicing of his gut.” (Maimonides, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot 
Sh’vitat Yom Tov 6:18). Mishneh Torah, Edited by Rabbi 
Eliyahu Touger, Published by Moznaim, 2008

a)  What does Maimonides imply in connecting the joy of the 
holiday with the mitzvah of feeding the disadvantaged in 
our society?

b)  How should we connect the celebration of Sukkot, a 
holiday focused on our home, with helping those around 
the world? How do we prevent ourselves from locking the 
gates of our courtyards?

c)  What is the role that children have in the celebration and 
what lessons can they learn from celebrating the holiday 
and helping those who are unable to celebrate?

d)  With death rates in southern Somalia are higher than 
four children per 10,000 per day in all areas and as high 
as 13-20 children per 10,000 per day in Bakool and Lower 
Shabelle, what role do we have in protecting the children 
in this conflict?

e)  Although the Sukkah is temporary this concept should 
not be.  How can we continue to help those less fortunate 
than us, during all seasons?

2. “The words of Koheleth, son of David, King in Jerusalem. 
Utter Futility!–said Koheleth—Utter futility! All is futile. 
What real value is there for a man in all the gains he makes 
beneath the sun.” (Ecclesiastes 1:1-3)

JPS Hebrew-English Tanakh 2005

a)  Traditionally we read Ecclesiastes on the Shabbat that 
falls during Sukkot. What is the connection between the 
scroll and the holiday of Sukkot?

 
b)   What does Koheleth mean by questioning the real value 

of the gains one makes? 
 
c)  How does doing G-d’s work compare to the value of 

worldly gains? 
 
d)  What role does money and power play in our world today? 

Can it be used for good and for evil? 
 
e)  Currently donor country contributions to the crisis are 

substantial but not enough – a shortfall of approximately 
$950 million to meet the UN appeal still exists. How 
should we use our money and power, our governments 
money and power, and the international donor countries 
money and power to provide the needed funds to the Horn 
of Africa?

“Hundreds of thousands 
with no voice in places 
of power need our voice. 
They need our voices to 
tell others who remain in 
ignorance all around us 
what is happening. They 
need our voices to keep 
telling our governing 
officials that something 
must be done”.

Drought is an act of nature. 
Famines are man-made.
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3.  Yose Ben Yochanan of Jerusalem said, ‘Let your house 
be open wide; let the poor be members of your household; 
(Pirkei Avot 1:5) Pirke Avot: A Modern Commentary on 
Jewish Ethics. Urj Press; 1st edition 1993

The holiday of Sukkot is about building temporary dwelling 
outside of our house, what is the significance of building a 
welcoming community outside?

a)  Having the poor be members of our own household allows 
them not to be seen just as poor, but as if they were a 
part of our family. How should we relate to the poor in 
the community and welcome them as our family, while 
respecting their dignity?

Youth/Synagogue Programs

Sukkot is a wonderful time to bring the community together 
in a Sukkah either at the synagogue or at home. Use this 
unique opportunity to teach around the importance of the 
harvest and the famine in the Horn of Africa. 

1.  Building a Sukkah- Having your youth group spend the 
afternoon together building the Sukkah for the synagogue, 

 
       learning about the different laws and practices that 

govern the Sukkah. Then, have the students attempt to 
build a Sukkah with the basic supplies that are used as 
tents in a refugee camp (canvas, pole, etc.). By exploring 
the limited supplies and the harsh realities of living in a 
refugee camp, the students can learn how our ancestors 
struggled through forty years in the dessert and how 
millions in the Horn of Africa are suffering today. 

2.  Welcoming the “Ushpizin”- Traditionally, one welcomes 
guests or “Ushpizin” into the Sukkah.  The tradition began 
with symbolically inviting Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob to 
the Sukkah. Many families hang photos of late relatives to 
symbolically visit as well. Have your youth group “adopt” 
guests from the Horn of Africa who are struggling due 
to the famine symbolically into the Sukkah and hold 
fundraisers to support these individuals.

3.  Food and the Harvest- Send your youth group to the local 
grocery store to try to buy locally grown foods to hang 
and eat in your Sukkah to celebrate the local harvest, 
just like the Israelites did 2,000 years ago. Then, lead a 
discussion on the journey that the food took to get to their 
Sukkah. Using the resources from the ONE campaign 
website, discuss the benefits and challenges with 
supporting individual farmers around the world.

The Horn of Africa is 
experiencing one of 
its worst droughts in 
60 years. 13.3 million 
people, mostly nomadic 
pastoralists and farmers 
in parts of Somalia, Kenya 
and Ethiopia, are severely 
lacking access to food 
and water. In Somalia, it 
is being reported
that a child dies every 
six minutes because of  
this famine.

Share “Sweet Potatoes” video clip and host 
discussion around preventing famine by 
investing in long-term solutions.
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Take Action

 1.  Join ONE and take action  by signing this petition, located 
on ONE.org: “ The famine in Somalia has killed 30,000 
children in 3 months. In 2011 we have the opportunity to 
make famine a thing of the past. Lives are in your hands. 
Please fully fund Feed the Future and help break the cycle 
of famine for good.”

2.  Take further action with numerous ONE partners 
including international organizations, U.S. organizations, 
and Jewish organizations.

3.  Plan a letter writing event to protect further cuts to 
poverty-focused programs. A full list of partners may be 
found at: http://bitly.com/ONE_HOApartners

Prayers

1.  May G-d Bless us and our family 
May G-d bless this season and the harvest

May G-d answer the prayers of those around the world  
who are struggling and
May G-d spread the harvest to those who need it the most

May G-d support our Sukkah and our community
May G-d build a Sukkah of protection over the world

Let us say: Amen 

2.  Blessed are You, Adonai our G-d, Sovereign of all, for 
giving us life, for sustaining us, and for enabling us to 
reach this season.  
(Mishkan T’fillah, CCAR Press 2007)

3.  Blessed are You Lord, Ruler of the universe, for giving us 
life, for sustaining us, and giving us the strength to do 
your work.

To fight poverty, you 
need to go where the 
poverty lies. Investing 
in these small farmers 
to provide training and 
simple tools like seeds 
and fertilizers, enables 
them to sustainably lift 
themselves out of hunger 
and poverty. With the 
correct tools, farmers 
can flourish -- improving 
food production, 
income, economies, 
health, education and 
security for themselves, 
their family and the 
surrounding communities.
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Feed the Future is producing  
big results!

Feed the Future is one of America’s largest programs to fight 
global hunger. Feed the Future works to provide sustainable 
solutions for families to life themselves out of poverty. 
Through Feed the Future, the U.S. will improve the incomes 
of 18 million farm families and reach 7 million children with 
nutrition supplements – all by 2015.

•  In Kenya, 370,000 small farm families have experienced 
tripled yields of their corn harvest

•  In southern Africa, a Feed the Future program doubled the 
growth rate of local trade in just four years

•  In Ethiopia, it has helped 700,000 farmers gain clear land 
titles to farm

•  In Uganda, more than 48,000 small-holder farms have 
experienced increased incomes

Feed the Future involves many types of activities to promote 
sustainability including teaching families how to produce 
more crops while conserving soil and water, helping farmers 
get more of their crops to market and helping governments 
improve their laws to promote agricultural growth.

For further resources, check out:

•  USAID’s FWD campaign, to address “famine, war, drought” 
and seek relief http://www.usaid.gov/fwd/

•  American Jewish World Service: Latest updates, reporting 
and video on the ground in East Africa http://www.ajws.org

•  Hazon: “Jewish inspiration, sustainable communities” | 
resources on around global food at http://www.hazon.org

ONE and its more than 2.5 million members are committed to a multi-year campaign that will spark a 
more urgent global response to the immediate needs in the Horn of Africa, while also building support for 
longer-term strategies that will help end the cycle of famine once and for all.


