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Over the coming weeks, Souhegan 
Valley voters will decide on millions 
of dollars’ worth of spending for their 
towns and schools and elect town and 
school officials.

Election Day for all towns and 
school districts is Tuesday, March 8, 
when those that operate under Senate 
Bill 2 will make their decisions.

In Amherst, there is a $450,000 bond 
on the warrant to buy 230 acres of con-
servation land between County and 
Spring roads.  

Members of an Amherst reform 
group called Working for Great 

Schools are trying to seat a slate of 
candidates on the Souhegan Coopera-
tive School Board. And Board of Se-
lectmen incumbents are being chal-
lenged by a retired chief of police.

In Milford, a plan to spend $5.6 mil-
lion on a new public library is a big 
issue, the second year in a row the 
project is on the ballot. The Budget 
Committee favors the plan and select-
men voted against it, saying this isn’t 
the right time.

Also on the Milford ballot for a sec-
ond time is a non-money item to allow 
the town to sell earth materials – sand 
and gravel – from the Brox property. 

Home Furnishings, Decor,
Jewelry, Antiques 

& More!!

The real Bradley & Leonard

176 Route 101 Bedford, NH 
at the Village Shoppes of Bedford

603.488.2488

BRADLEY & LEONARD’S
Vintage and Home

Grand Opening
Saturday, March 5    10:00am-5:00pm

Decision day nears

Where pound keepers and hog reeves once roamed

Photo by JESSIE SALISBURY

Parts of the Lyndeborough Town Pound still stand, though the pound keeper is no longer an official town office. That position, once common 
throughout the region, has long gone the way of the fence viewer and hog reeve.
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Budgets and contested 
races highlight ballots

LYNDEBOROUGH –  
The ballot for town of-
fices includes a list of 
unpaid positions such 
as trustees of cemeter-
ies, libraries and trust 
funds, and volunteer 
members of various 
boards and commis-
sions needed to run the 
town.

A hundred or fewer 

years ago, there were 
a lot more of them – 
offices that reflected 

a rural, agricultural 
society.

In 2014, while com-
piling a history of the 
town of Bennington, 
Dr. Stephanie Roper 
researched the list of 
archaic offices that she 
came across. These 
included hog reeve; 

By JESSIE SALISBURY
Correspondent

Old offices have 
faded from view 
Positions like pound keeper,  
hog reeve no longer needed
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By KATHY CLEVELAND
Staff Writer

MILFORD – Four hundred 
years after he died, William 
Shakespeare is alive everywhere 
– “Star Trek,” “The Simpsons,” 
“Harry Potter,” “The Lion King” 
– they all owe debts to the Bard’s 
plays or poetry. 

And so many of our catch-

phrases – “It’s Greek to me,” 
“The world is my oyster,” “Love 
is blind” – started with Shake-
speare, the man considered the 
greatest writer in the English 
language.

To honor his legacy, public li-
braries will be celebrating his 
quatercentenary year, beginning 
in Milford on Wednesday, March 
9.

That’s when University of New 
Hampshire professor Douglas 
Lanier will lead a program titled 
“Shakespeare and Modern Popu-
lar Culture.” 

Shakespeare started in theater 
– “the lowest of the low culture,” 
Lanier said in a phone interview. 
Then in the 18th and 19th centu-
ries, his works were part of the
common culture – nearly every-
one could quote him, because 
they had seen his plays and chil-
dren memorized his works in 
school. 

By KATHY CLEVELAND
Staff Writer

Libraries celebrating Shakespeare
Big plans in the works for observation 
of 400th anniversary of writer’s death
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VALLEY LIFE

Middle school 
cheer champs

The Milford Middle School 
cheer team won the Division 2B 
championship at the Tri-County 
League Cheer Competition.

See how high school sports 
teams in the Valley fared in 
the past week, Page 10.

SPORTS

FROM THE FILES

Artists left mark 
on local homes

Before wallpaper was generally 
available and cheap enough for 
the average homeowner, around 
1840, there were itinerant artists 
who stenciled walls, many of 
them copying the wallpaper 
styles.

Two of the best known of these
folk artists were local: Moses
Eaton, both senior and junior,
lived in Hancock.

Find out what else is going
on in the Valley, Page 8.

This may have 
familiar sound

1981: Plans for a proposed ad-
dition to the Wadleigh Memorial 
Library in Milford were on display 
in the windows of the former 
Boulter’s Pharmacy on the Oval.

Read more about what was 
happening in the Valley in 
years past, Page 4.
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A New Year thanks from 
Bedford Womens Club

436 Amherst Street
Nashua, NH 03063
603-889-7600

Mobile: 603-661-7301
slerette@masiello.com

Sandy LeRette - REALTOR®

• Merrimack Resident 25+ years
• 14 Years of Real Estate Expertise
• Local Market Knowledge
• Proven Results

Check the market value of your home at:
SandyLeRette.com

Hey First-Time Home Buyers!
Saving for a down payment is one of the biggest
obstacles fi rst-time home buyers face.
Try HomeFundIt!
    First and only approved down
    payment crowdfunding platform
    Almost anyone can give
    No transaction fees

Michelle
Carrington
Sr. Loan Offi cer

NMLS# 471694 | NH,MA,ME
P 603.512.1488
E mcarrington@cmgfi .com

400 Amherst St, Suite 301, Nashua NH 03063 • Branch NMLS 1810193CMG FINANCIAL
© 2019 CMG Financial, All Rights Reserved. CMG Financial is a registered trade name of CMG Mortgage, Inc., NMLS# 1820 in most, but not all 
states. CMG Mortgage, Inc. is an equal opportunity lender, Licensed by the New Hampshire Banking Department. Massachusetts Mortgage Lender 
License #MC1820. To verify our complete list of state licenses, please visit www.cmg.com/corporate/licensing and www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org.
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Merrimack Library 
125 years old!
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Cabinet Photo by  LORETTA JACKSON

ON THE COVER:  The fourth annual First Day Hike held on 
New Year’s Day at Silver Lake State Park, in Hollis, was one 

offering opportunities for photo souvenirs, as enjoyed here 
by the Odom family, of Nashua, whose members, Jackson 
Odom, left, age 11; Alex Odom, age 14; and Addy Odom, 

right, age 7, were framed for posterity.

Hollis event a natural wonder 
Story, Page 16

First Day Hike
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