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INSIDE: MORE THAN

Incarceration cost: $4,528,477.80

Alternatives’ cost: $459,446.12
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A
s part of efforts to pare down the 
numbers of people in the Douglas 
County Jail in recent years, the 
county has launched a few new 
programs. One of them has grown 
by 67 percent in just a year.

Douglas County’s pretrial re-
lease, house arrest and behavioral 

health court are three of the key alternatives 
to incarceration.

“At any given time, with the programs in 
place, about 150 people who could otherwise be 
in jail are out at no cost to them,” Undersheriff 
Gary Bunting said in a meeting with the Jour-
nal-World on Feb. 19.

The programs are still 
fairly new, said Pam 
Weigand, director of 
Douglas County Crimi-
nal Justice Services. But 
they’re getting “a lot more 
robust” — particularly 
pretrial release.

Weigand delivered her 
department’s first annual 
report at a meeting of the 
Criminal Justice Coordinat-
ing Council on Tuesday.

“We’re constantly trying 
to review and hopefully 
meet with stakeholders to 
make sure that things are 
the way that they thought 
they would be, or how 
(we can) improve things 
for everyone, including 
the people we’re serving,” 
Weigand said. “So I think 
it’s just a process, but I feel 
really good about it. I think we’re helping a lot 
of folks be successful in the community.”

Pretrial release: Where it starts
On Friday, 104 people were on pretrial re-

lease, according to a report from the Douglas 
County Sheriff’s Office. Forty-five were on 
house arrest, and another 25 were involved in 
the behavioral health court. The jail’s popula-
tion was 201, with 50 inmates housed in other 
counties’ facilities.

Not every inmate who is booked into the 
Douglas County Jail gets a pretrial release re-
port. A lot of folks pay a cash bond and get re-
leased before that’s necessary, Weigand said.

Thanks to fast-growing county programs  
such as pretrial release and house arrest,

INCARCERATION ISN’T 
THE ONLY OPTION 

In 2018, the costs of staffing and operations for pretrial re-
lease, house arrest and  the behavioral health court added up to 
$459,446.12, according to a report from Douglas County Criminal 
Justice Services. 

The report also estimated what it would cost to keep those 
people in jail for the same amount of time they spent in the alterna-
tive programs, using an estimated cost of $86.39 per person per 
day. The result: a cost about ten times higher than the cost of the 
alternative programs.

When the county’s pretrial release program started in 
2015, it had only nine clients. The next year, that doubled to 
18, but in subsequent years, it ballooned into the hundreds.

By Mackenzie Clark
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mclark@ljworld.com

‘‘I think 
we’re helping 
a lot of folks 
be successful 
in the 
community.”
— Pam Weigand, 
director of Douglas 
County Criminal 
Justice Services

Hundreds 
of farms 
apply 

to grow 
hemp

Hundreds of Kansas farms are hop-
ing to be part of a historic first season 
of legal hemp production in the state 
this spring, according to the Kansas 
Department of Agriculture.

Heather Lansdowne, communica-
tions director for the department, 

said 370 Kansas farms 
filed applications by 
the March 1 dead-
line to participate in 
the state’s industrial 
hemp research pro-
gram.

Hemp, a variety of 
the cannabis plant 
and a cousin of mari-
juana, was once a 
major commercial 
crop in the United 
States, used mainly 
for making fabric 
and rope. Although 
it contains less THC, 
the chemical in can-
nabis that causes a 
high, the plant was 
criminalized nation-
wide in 1970 because 
it is closely related to 
marijuana.

But the crop was 
legalized in Kansas again when Gov. 
Jeff Colyer signed new legislation 
into law in 2018, which allows Kansas 
farmers to begin harvesting hemp this 
year through the research program. 

By Dylan Lysen
dlysen@ljworld.com

‘‘We really 
want to 
see Kansas 
succeed 
in this. We 
want to see 
the farmers 
make 
money … 
we want 
to make it 
easy.”
— Stacy Gash, co-
operator of Hemp 
Development Group

Judge says KU 
wasn’t wrong 
to expel man 
for stalking, 
harassment

The University of Kansas was not 
wrong to expel a man for sexually ha-
rassing and stalking female students, 
a judge has ruled.

With Douglas County District 
Court Judge Paula Martin’s re-

cent order, one of 
Ray Kamila’s two 
lawsuits against the 
university has been 
dismissed.

KU expelled Kamila 
in fall 2017, banned 
him from campus for 
10 years and put a no-

tation on his transcript that the expul-
sion was for “nonacademic miscon-
duct.”

By Sara Shepherd
sshepherd@ljworld.com
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Pretrial release going up
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2015:  
9 people

2016:  
18 people

2017:  
195 people

2018:  
326 people

... & today
So far in 

2019, the pre-
trial release 
program has 
served 64 
people.
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The cost of alternatives
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